
 Independent Reading Options  

 

Ways to Prove You Read It 

 

Earle B. Wood Middle School 

 

There are many ways to gain credit for your independent reading each quarter. 

As with all assignments, choose carefully, work purposefully, and submit quality products. 

Your teacher will explain how, when, and where you will turn in your work. 

There are so many choices, please do not repeat.   

 

Please note: 

 The following choices are for books NOT assigned in your English class. 

 Your teacher will let you know how many books you will be assigned in class.  Each 

quarter’s requirements may be different so ask if you don’t know for sure.  

 For ALL of the following, include your name, the book title, and the author. 

 

Reading Rocks! 
 

1. Create a storyboard of the scenes – you must have at least six slides and use color.  

2. Create a collage around a theme or character from your book and include a paragraph which explains 

your project and theme. 

3. Create a timeline that includes the events in the novel and historical information about the time. 

4. Illustrate an exciting or pivotal scene in the book and include a paragraph description. 

5. Create an advertisement persuading others to read the book. 

6. Time machine - instead of traveling into the book, write a scene in which the character travels out of 

the book into today or this place. 

7. Second chance - write a paragraph explaining how the story would change if a certain character had 

made a different decision earlier in the story. 

8. Notes and quotes - draw a line down the middle of a sheet of paper. On one side, write down 

important quotes; on the other side analyze and comment on the quotes. 

9. Find and bring in a newspaper or magazine article that relates to the issues or ideas in the book.  

Include a paragraph explanation.   

10. Viewpoint - how might the story change if you rewrote it from a different point of view (changed it 

from first to third person)?  Try it in a paragraph or two. 

11. Daily edition - use your novel to create a newspaper article or advice column. 

12. Draw a detailed map of the book’s setting.  Include place names and topography. 

13. Summarize the book in poem form and rhyme (minimum 10 lines). 

14. Write a morning announcement “Book Talk” recommending your book.  Be prepared to go “on-air.” 

15. Explain a cause and effect relationship you found in your book. 

16. Choose your favorite passage from the book.  Copy it down & then create a “found” poem from it.  

Bring both in. 



17. Write a diary or journal entry as if you were the character. 

18. Cast the characters - imagine you have the opportunity to cast the characters from your book for a 

movie adaptation.  Decide who would be the actors and explain why each is perfect for the part. You 

can include pictures if you like. 

19. Compare lifestyles - compare the way of life depicted in your book to a present day life style. 

20. Written word vs. video - compare the book to the movie or play version.  What has been changed?  Is 

the story better or worse and why? 

21. Comic strip - design a comic strip retelling some event(s) in the story. 

22. Trading places - write an explanation of why or why not you would want to change places with a 

character in your novel. 

23. Fiction or reality - choose a character who seems to have realistic experiences.  Write about 

something similar that has happened to you being sure to identify the similarities to the book. 

24. Travel brochure - illustrate and advertise the “world” of your novel. 

25. Review - find a critic’s review of your book.  Photocopy it and then write a comparison of your 

thoughts about the book with the critic’s comments. 

26. Narrative poem - shrink down the entire book into a narrative poem. 

27. Fortune telling - predict what the main characters will be doing ten years after the story ends.  

Explain why you think this will happen.  

28. What new information did you learn from reading this book?  Apply this information to an issue or 

problem in today’s world. 

29. Write an informative essay about the theme of the novel. Include quotes from the novel to support 

your answer. 

30. Set up an appointment with your English teacher to talk about your book.  

31. How were your perceptions of a character influenced by other characters’ thoughts and actions? 

Write about the protagonist or a secondary character.  Include the character’s name. 

32. Explain an issue in your book. Support or challenge that argument about an issue using text and 

personal examples. 

33. The author most likely developed a strong character in the book. Think about this character and the 

details the author used to create him/her. Write a story to continue where the passage ended.  Be 

sure to use what you have learned about this character as you tell what happens next.  

34. Written response - Based on the novel, summarize the book and explain an important theme.   

Remember to use textual evidence to support your ideas. 

35. Will this book be on your list of best books read this year?  Explain in a paragraph using specific text 

examples and personal support.   

36. Talk show invitation – select a character, think about his experiences, and decide which talk show 

host would most want your character as a guest.  Write a paragraph explaining what they would want 

the character to talk about and who the host would invite on the show to address their issues. 

37. Create a childhood for a character – take an adult character and write about what this person might 

have been like as a child.  Be sure to use events in the novel that indicate this.   

38. Character astrology signs – after reading brief descriptions of the astrology or sun signs, figure out 

which signs you think three of the main characters from your book were born under.  Write an 

explanation of why you think they fit the sign, drawing on their actions, attitudes, and thoughts from 

the book. 

39. Go to the Wood Library page and write a recommendation for your book.  Be sure to proofread your 

work and tell your English teacher it is there! 



40. Heroes and superheroes - select two people your main character would think of as a hero or 

superhero.  Describe the characteristics of the here and why they would be important to your 

character.    

41. College application – create an application that a character in your book could write and submit to a 

college.  Use the information you know about the character and make inferences to create the rest.  

Choose one of these essay topics and write a one page essay from the point of view of your 

character:  what experience in your life had the most impact on you OR explain a situation where you 

made a difference. 

42. Radio exchange – your character calls into a radio sow for advice.  Create the conversation he and the 

radio advice giver would have. 

43. Music – after reading, divide the book into sections and select a piece of music that you think 

captures the feel or tone of each section.  Record the pieces and if possible do voice-overs explaining 

what is happening in the novel during the piece of music and why you feel this music fits each section. 

44. Monologue – select an event in the story that characters have different view on.  Then write up two 

characters’ opinions on the same event in the form of a monologue (one person talking to himself). 

45. Detective work – if a detective or police officer suddenly showed up in your novel, who or what would 

they be investigating?  Write about what the detective is looking for, how he or she knew something 

was wrong, and what was recommended? 

46. For a non-fiction book - write four facts that you learned about the topic from reading this book.  

Who might find this information useful and why?   

47. For a non-fiction book - write a list of things you learned and make a quiz for the class 

48. For a non-fiction book - draw and label a step-by-step process from the book. 

49. For a non-fiction book - take a survey of your classmates’ knowledge about the topic and then graph 

it.  Be ready to explain your data. 

50. For a non-fiction book - make an illustrated glossary of terms. 


