
A Message from Mrs. Wilson 

The Westover Way 
T H E  P R I N C I P A L ’ S  N E W S L E T T E R  F O R  W E S T O V E R  F A M I L I E S  
 
W E S T O V E R  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L     
4 0 1  H A W K E S B U R Y  L A N E     
S I L V E R  S P R I N G ,  M D   2 0 9 0 4  
3 0 1 . 9 8 9 . 5 6 7 6    

Special points of interest: 

 Author, Jonathan 

Roth, visits students 

on March 6th! 

 First Grade STEM 

Night will be held on 

March 7th from 6:30 

pm-7:30 pm. 

 Student Group pic-

tures will be taken on 

March 13th.  More 

information to fol-

low! 

 The PTO-sponsored 

Science Fair will be 

held on Thursday, 

March 14th from 6:30

-8:00 pm. 

 MISA Testing begins 

for Grade 5 students 

on March 18th. 

 Mark your calendar 

for Grades 1 and 2 

Music Night on 

March 28th at 7:00 

pm. 

Audra Wilson, Principal 

Friday, March 1,  2019 

Recently staff members have been discussing the difficulty of developing persis-
tence in children and how to support students in the “productive struggle”.  In life 
we know there will be successes and failures.  Children can learn that failing, and 
the accompanying feeling of frustration, is part of learning.  Getting frustrated does 
not mean that you cannot learn to do something. When adults understand and 
provide just enough help for children to keep going, they offer opportunities to 
learn persistence.  Adults can support children in learning how to persist through 
difficulties in the following ways: 

 Offer emotional support to children: Use simple statements to let children 
know that you see how they feel; for example, "I can see how frustrating that 
is for you." You might add, "You are really working hard to figure that out." 
Even very young children can understand and benefit from knowing that 
someone recognizes they are trying. Children who are trying are still learning 
something—even if they don't reach their goal! 

 Give "just enough" help:  Adults can provide just enough help to get children 
past where they are stuck. 

 Recognize that children have different levels of tolerance for frustration: Some 
children are frustrated with one failed attempt, while others seem able to per-
sist no matter what. When you offer help, individualize your response and 
how much help you offer so that you are meeting children's needs and helping 
them get just a bit further. 

 Provide opportunities for children to complete tasks with no “correct answer”: 
Focus on the process, rather than the end product. 

 Remember that persistence and problem solving go hand in hand:The strate-
gies for helping children learn how to persist through challenges also help 
them solve problems.  If children need help coming up with solutions, offer 
some guiding questions.  Once children have figured out a solution, describe 
the strategy or strategies they used.  Doing so highlights and reinforces chil-
dren's problem-solving strategies, and is an example of scaffolding-supporting 
and connecting what children already know to something new-children are 
learning. 
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Oh, What a Night! 

We want to thank our Westover Literacy Committee for organizing and 

hosting such a wonderful Family Reading Night!  Students and families en-

joyed pizza and hot chocolate as they prepared to hear from a local author 

and to participate in a variety of reading games and activities.  Students 

created bookmarks, played vocabulary games, explored reading websites,  

exchanged books, and heard great literature!  A great time was had by all 

who attended!  

 

The MCPS Parent Engagement Survey includes questions that focus on parents perceptions of their chil-

dren’s school and education.  A random sample of families at all grade levels in each school will be asked to 

participate in the survey.  Each family has an equal chance of being selected to take the survey.  Such a sam-

ple stream lines the collection of information by reducing the number of surveys, while ensuring that a full 

range of opinions are included.  The information you provide will help schools better understand families’ 

engagement in their children’s education and improve connections between schools and families.  The sur-

vey information will arrive in homes beginning March 8th.  Families in the random sample will receive infor-

mation on how to complete the survey; including the website address and password.  Paper surveys are 

available upon request.  The survey takes about 8-10 minutes to complete.  Should you receive a survey, 

please take the time to complete it and to provide us with this valuable feedback! 

Student Council Community Project 

Our Student Council’s upcoming 
community project includes col-
lecting items for the Montgom-
ery County Coalition for the 
Homeless as they move people 
from shelters to permanent 
housing.  All items must be new 
and full-sized. 

 Toiletries:  deodorant, tooth-
brush and paste, soap, and 
shampoo 

 Cleaning:  all-purpose cleaner, 
cleaning wipes, broom and 
dust pan, dishwashing soap, 
and laundry detergent 

 Household:  queen sheets, 
queen blanket/comforter, bath 
towel & washcloth, pillow & 
pillowcase, 10 hangers, laundry 
basket 

 

 Babies & children:  baby 
wipes, diapers, diaper cream, 
toddler snacks, art supplies 

Donations will be accepted from 

March 6-29.  

Also, a big thank you to all who 

donated to the Pennies for Pa-

tients campaign.  Westover ES 

collected $1149.35!!  Woo hoo! 

 

Parent Engagement Survey Coming Soon 



Internet Safety 
limit inappropriate exposure.  Tell 

them to avoid strangers.  Tell your 

kids that people aren’t always who 

they say they are in cyberspace.  Ex-

plain that if someone they don’t 

know talks to them, they shouldn’t 

respond but should let you know.  

Teach them how to be a good cyber 

citizen!   

Kids today can go online from so 

many different sources, including 

video game consoles, iPhones and 

smart phones, and even handheld 

gaming devices. Young people are 

increasingly living their lives online, 

and their digital devices are some of 

their favorite toys and tools.  There-

fore, it is important to talk with our 

children, establish boundaries, and 

enforce expectations.   

Encourage children to visit only age-

appropriate sites.  Check out the site 

before your kids visit it.  Know what 

features and what content exist and 

make sure they’re good for your kids.  

Help them search safely.  Use safe 

search settings for young kids or think 

about applying filtering software to 

MCPS Strategic Plan 
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Mark Your Calendar:  Kindergarten Orientation  

The Draft MCPS Strategic Plan for FY 2019–2022 is now available and MCPS is seeking your feedback. This 

Strategic Plan represents the district’s continued commitment to the five core values that define what it 

means to be an exceptional school system: Learning, Relationships, Respect, Excellence and Equity. MCPS 

is committed to educating students so that academic success is not predictable by race, ethnicity, gender, 

socioeconomic status, language proficiency or disability.  

 

The draft plan can be found at: www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/campaigns/Strategic-Planning-FY19-22/ 

and includes a feedback form we encourage you to fill out so that you may share your thoughts about the 

plan. 

We will host our annual Kindergarten Orientation on Wednesday, May 15th (note corrected date change) 

for families with students who will be 5 years old ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1, 2019.  A letter with addi-

tional information is currently being developed and will be sent home within the next few weeks.  Kinder-

garten Orientation focuses on creating a stress-free, informal experience for parents and incoming stu-

dents.  At orientation, parents and students will meet the school principal, kindergarten teachers, and oth-

er school staff members. There will be fun activities for children and an opportunity for parents to ask ques-

tions about the school’s procedures and programs. Kindergarten Orientation is primarily an opportunity for 

children to look forward to coming to school in September and to begin to build an important partnership 

between home and school.  

Please note that Early Entrance to Kindergarten (EEK) applications will also be accepted for children who 

will be five years of age between September 2 and October 15, 2019.  According to MCPS policy, consider-

ation will NOT be given for children with birthdates beyond October 15.  There will be NO appeal process 

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/campaigns/Strategic-Planning-FY19-22/


5th Grade Promotion 

The Westover Way 

Vision Statement 

At Westover Elementary School, we collaborate to 
inspire our students to be creative problem solvers 

and lifelong learners.  We promote a respectful,     eq-
uitable atmosphere that elevates academic        excel-

lence and social emotional growth for all. 

 

TH E  PR INC IPA L ’S  NE WSL E TTER  F O R  WE STO VE R  F AM IL I E S  

 

WE STO VE R  EL E M E NTA RY  SC HO O L   

  

4 01  H A WKE SBU RY  LA NE     

S I L VE R  SPR ING ,  M D   2 090 4  

3 01 .9 89 .56 76    

SC H OO L  H OU R S :   9 :2 5  A .M -  3 :5 0  P .M   

     

 

  

     

      

Pick Up & Drop Off 
 
Please DO NOT pick-up or 

drop-off students in the 

bus lane or in the parking 

lot.  All pick-up and drop-

off should occur in the traffic loop only.  

Recently we have witnessed a number of 

unsafe situations occur where students 

have been endangered.  Please adhere to 

the posted signage and the transportation 

procedures designated for Westover ES; 

failure to do so may result in a fine or a 

tow. 

Fifth grade families should SAVE THE DATE of Thursday, June 13, 2019 for the 
5th Grade Promotion!  Students will be promoted on June 13th at 10:00 am in 
Westover’s All Purpose Room.  A reception will be held on the Kindergarten 
Playground area for the fifth graders and their families following this special 
event.  After the reception, students will celebrate with an afternoon party that 
includes lunch, moon bounces, and spending quality time with friends. 

Peace Day Goal  

We are almost there...to our Peace Day goal of 75!!  They are continuing to demonstrate 

their Westover Way behavior and are staying in class to learn!  Ten more days to go!  After 

seeking input from our Student Council, some celebration ideas for consideration include:  

Teacher-Student Kickball Game, Game Day, Movie and Popcorn, Electronics/Computer 

Time, and an Ice Cream Party! 

We will select among our student-generated options and look to celebrate soon!  After 75, 

it’s on to 100! We can do it!  We appreciate your help in promoting positive behavior from 


