New on the MCPS Web
Public Comment Sought on Policy KBA, Policy on Public Information
The Montgomery County Board of Education is seeking public comments on proposed revisions
to Policy KBA, Policy on Public Information. The revised policy sets forth a vision for effective
communication with members of the Montgomery County community across a variety of existing
and emerging media and communication channels. The revised policy also affirms the Board
of Education’s commitment to adhering to all legal obligations regarding the protection
and appropriate disclosure of student and employee information. Staff and members of the
community can submit comments until March 3, 2019. For more information, visit
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/policy-for-public-comment.aspx. A blurb is
provided below.
Student Transfer Application Season Begins February 1
MCPS will begin accepting Change of School Assignment (COSA) requests from
parents/guardians starting Thursday, February 1. Beginning the first week of February, the COSA
booklet
will be available in English and Spanish in schools and online at
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/transfers. A blurb is provided below.
Other News
Special Education Awards
Nominations now are open for the Special Education Awards. Staff, students, and
parents/guardians can honor individuals and programs that have contributed to the success of
students with special needs. Nominations are being accepted in four categories: Staff, Programs,
Parents, and Students. Electronic submissions are strongly encouraged. The deadline to submit a
nomination is March 22.
The nomination can be found here:
news.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/MCCPTA-2018-2019-SpecialEducation-Award-Nomination-Form.pdf.
A blurb is provided below.
United We Learn Contest
Montgomery County Public Schools is launching the third year of its student contest, United We
Learn. This year’s contest, United We Learn: Schools of the Future, allows students to design
their ideal learning space and challenges them to think critically about how their physical
environment affects their ability to learn. More information is available at
montgomeryschoolsmd.org/events/unitedwelearn/.
Restorative Justice Workshops Set for February 5 and April 2
Staff, parents, guardians, and community members are invited to attend a workshop on Tuesday,
February 5 at Julius West Middle School, and on Tuesday, April 2 at A. Mario Loiederman Middle
School from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. to learn more about the district’s restorative justice vision and
how this social justice platform allows students to actively engage and problem-solve physical,
psychological, and disciplinary issues that affect their lives and the community. More information
can be found here. A blurb is provided below.
Community Conversations on the Future of High School Programs

MCPS is holding a series of community conversations with Chief Academic Officer Maria V.
Navarro to discuss the future of high school programs. Attendees will have an opportunity to
discuss what high school programs MCPS should offer in the future to best support college and
career readiness. Staff, students, parents, guardians, and members of the community are invited to
attend. The forums are scheduled for:



Monday, February 11, Clarksburg High School, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Monday, April 8, Richard Montgomery High School, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Register online at mcpsweb.wufoo.com/forms/community-conversation/. A blurb is provided
below.
MCPS TV
MCPS Moments


Student Member of the Board Reflects on Student Participation During MLK Day

Esta Semana en MCPS
Esta Semana en MCPS is a brief update, in Spanish, on what is happening throughout the district.
The shows are cablecast on MCPS TV and may be viewed at the following URL:


Spanish: www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC2A7ADDEDF1F2A2E

Blurbs for school newsletters, websites, etc.
Share Your Thoughts on Policy KBA
The Montgomery County Board of Education wants to hear from the community on proposed
revisions to Policy KBA, Policy on Public Information. The revised policy discusses the
importance of effective communication with members of the Montgomery County community
across a variety of existing and emerging media and communication channels. The revised policy
also affirms the Board of Education’s commitment to following all legal obligations regarding the
protection and appropriate disclosure of student and employee information. You can provide
comments
until
March
3,
2019.
For
more
information,
visit
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/policy-for-public-comment.aspx.
Student Transfer Application Season Begins February 1 (English and Spanish)
Parents and guardians who wish to request a Change of School Assignment (COSA) for their
children from their home school may begin the process during the upcoming transfer season which
begins on February 1. All COSA requests must be submitted no later than April 1.
Except for students in the Northeast Consortium (NEC), Downcounty Consortium (DCC), and
Middle School Magnet Consortium (MSMC) areas, MCPS students are assigned to a school on
the basis of their place of residence or their Individualized Education Program (IEP) and are
expected to attend their home school. Assignment changes for students from one school to another

are
permitted
under
limited
circumstances.
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/transfers.

For

more

information,

visit

Temporada de Solicitud para Transferencias de Estudiantes Comienza el 1ro. de Febrero
Los padres y guardianes que deseen solicitar un Cambio de Asignación de Escuela (Change of
School Assignment–COSA) para sus hijos desde su escuela local a otra pueden iniciar el proceso
durante la próxima temporada de transferencias de escuela que comienza el 1ro. de febrero. Todas
las peticiones de COSA deben ser presentadas a más tardar el 1ro. de abril.
Excepto para los estudiantes en las zonas de Northeast Consortiium (NEC), Downcounty Consortium
(DCC) y Middle School Magnet Consortium (MSMC), los estudiantes de MCPS son asignados a
una escuela de acuerdo a su domicilio o de acuerdo con su Programa Educativo Individualizado
(Individualized Education Program–IEP) y por lo tanto deben asistir a su escuela local. Los
cambios de asignación de una escuela a otra son permitidos a los estudiantes bajo circunstancias
muy limitadas. Para más información, visite www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/transfers.
Honoring Contributions to Special Education
Students and parents/guardians are encouraged to submit nominations to recognize individuals
who have contributed to the success and acceptance of students with special needs. The
recognitions are being given by the Special Education Committee of the Montgomery County
Council of PTAs, Inc. (MCCPTA, Inc.).
Nominations are being accepted in four categories: Staff, Programs, Parents, and Students.
Electronic submissions are strongly encouraged. Applications are due by Friday, March 22.
Nominations can be submitted by e-mail attachment or in the body of an e-mail message to
SpecialEd@mccpta.org. If you are unable to submit an electronic nomination, you may send a
completed nomination form and a nominating statement, along with supporting statements, to the
MCCPTA, Inc. office: Montgomery County Council of PTAs, Inc., P.O. Box 10754, Rockville,
Maryland 20849.
The nomination form can be accessed at the following link: news.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/01/MCCPTA-2018-2019-Special-Education-Award-NominationForm.pdf.
Students Can Design Their Dream Classroom in United We Learn Contest (English and
Spanish)
Montgomery County Public Schools is launching the third year of its student contest, United We
Learn. This year’s contest, United We Learn: Schools of the Future, allows students to design their
ideal learning space and challenges them to think critically about how their physical environment
affects their ability to learn.
The contest follows a November 2018 survey that asked students and staff about how they use
learning spaces at their schools, and what they would like classrooms and schools to look like in
the future. Recurring elements mentioned in the survey feedback included considerations
regarding color, lighting, furniture, technology, and security. That feedback will be used to support
the continuous improvement of our educational facilities. The contest tasks students to consider

these same elements as they design their vision of what an ideal learning space might look like in
the future.
By participating in this contest, students may also have the ability
to help influence future design. More details are available on the contest website:
montgomeryschoolsmd.org/events/unitedwelearn/.
Los Estudiantes Pueden Diseñar el Aula de Sus Sueños en el Concurso Unidos Aprendemos
Montgomery County Public Schools está dando inicio al tercer año de su concurso para
estudiantes, Unidos Aprendemos (United We Learn). El concurso de este año, Unidos
Aprendemos: Las Escuelas del Futuro (United We Learn: Schools of the Future), permite a los
estudiantes diseñar su entorno de aprendizaje ideal y los desafía a pensar de manera crítica sobre
cómo su ambiente físico afecta su capacidad de aprender.
El concurso sigue a una encuesta realizada en noviembre 2018 que les preguntaba a los estudiantes
y al personal acerca de cómo ellos usan los espacios de aprendizaje en sus escuelas, y cómo les
gustaría que fueran sus salones de clase y sus escuelas en el futuro. Los elementos recurrentes
mencionados en las respuestas a la encuesta incluyeron consideraciones relacionadas con color,
luz, muebles, tecnología y seguridad. Esos comentarios/sugerencias serán utilizados para apoyar
el mejoramiento continuo de nuestras instalaciones educativas. El concurso asigna a los estudiantes
la tarea de considerar estos mismos elementos al diseñar su visión de cómo sería el espacio ideal
para el aprendizaje en el futuro. Al participar en este concurso, los estudiantes también tienen la
capacidad de ayudar a influenciar los diseños futuros. Hay más detalles disponibles en la página
web del concurso: montgomeryschoolsmd.org/events/unitedwelearn/.
Restorative Justice Workshops Set for February 5 and April 2 (English and Spanish)
Parents, guardians, and community members are invited to attend a workshop on Tuesday,
February 5, at Julius West Middle School, and on Tuesday, April 2, at A. Mario Loiederman
Middle School from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. to learn more about the district’s restorative justice
vision and how this social justice platform allows students to actively engage and problem-solve
physical, psychological, and disciplinary issues that affect their lives and the community. More
information can be found here.
Talleres sobre Justicia Restaurativa Programados para el 5 de Febrero y el 2 de Abril
Se invita a los padres, guardianes y miembros de la comunidad a que asistan a un taller el martes,
5 de febrero, en Julius West Middle School, y el martes, 2 de abril, en A. Mario Loiederman Middle
School, de 6:30 a 8:30 p.m., para conocer más acerca de la visión del distrito escolar sobre la
justicia restaurativa y cómo esta plataforma de justicia social permite a los estudiantes participar
activamente y resolver problemas físicos, psicológicos y disciplinarios que afectan sus vidas y la
comunidad. Se puede encontrar más información aquí.
Community Conversations on the Future of High School Programs (English and Spanish)
MCPS is holding a series of community conversations with Chief Academic Officer Maria V.
Navarro to discuss the future of high school programs. Attendees will have an opportunity to
discuss what high school programs MCPS should offer in the future to best support college and
career readiness. Staff, students, parents, guardians, and members of the community are invited to
attend. The forums are scheduled for:




Monday, February 11, Clarksburg High School, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Monday, April 8, Richard Montgomery High School, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Register online at mcpsweb.wufoo.com/forms/community-conversation/.
Conversaciones con la Comunidad sobre Programas Futuros en las Escuelas Secundarias
MCPS está llevando a cabo una serie de conversaciones entre la comunidad y Maria V. Navarro,
Jefa de Asuntos Académicos (Chief Academic Officer), para hablar sobre el futuro de los
programas en las escuelas secundarias. Quienes asistan tendrán la oportunidad de hablar sobre qué
programas debería ofrecer en el futuro MCPS en las escuelas secundarias para apoyar de mejor
manera la preparación para la universidad y para carreras. El personal, estudiantes, padres,
guardianes y miembros de la comunidad están todos invitados a asistir. Los foros han sido
programados para los días:



Lunes, 11 de febrero, Clarksburg High School, 6:30 a 8:30 p.m.
Lunes, 8 de abril, Richard Montgomery High School, 6:30 a 8:30 p.m.

Inscríbase en línea en: mcpsweb.wufoo.com/forms/community-conversation/.

