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Dear Waters Landing Families: 

Our Book Fair, Donuts with Dudes and Open House in October were all a huge success. Thanks to the PTA 
volunteers for the hours you served to ensure everyone had an enjoyable experience! Thank you to all of the 
shoppers and parents who supported these events and fundraiser! We were delighted to see so many families visit for 
our October Open House. Please make certain you continue to visit and engage in your child’s learning experience. 

The first quarter will end on November 7th and parent/teacher conferences are quickly approaching on November 
12th and 13th. Please contact your child’s teacher to schedule a conference if you have not had the opportunity to do 
so. It is very important to maintain an open line of communication with your child’s teacher. You can reach the 
teacher by sending a note, email, or phone call. Sometimes that is all it takes to help understand or to answer a 
question. All staff email addresses are listed on the school website.

Our students are off to a great start. During September and October students participated in the Fall Measures of 
Academic Progress (MAP) assessments. Students in grades K-2 were assessed in math ONLY.  Students in grades 3 
through 5 were assessed in reading and math. Additionally, students in grades K-2 were assessed in reading using 
the MCPS Primary Reading Assessement. Our goal is to have each student at the 50th percentile by the end of the 
Spring MAP Assessment window. The grade level benchmarks for reading are noted below for each grade level, as 
well as the Math benchmarks for the MAP assessments. During parent/teacher conferences, please review this data 
with your child’s teacher to discuss strategies for continued growth.

We have multiple early release/half days during the month of November for report card preparation, parent/teacher 
conferences, and the holiday: November 7th, 12th, 13th, 21st.  Please note that the dismissal time for students on 
half days is 1:20 p.m. Schools are closed on November 6th, 22nd, and 23rd.



Mr. Jason Scott, Assistant Principal 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Srelyne A. Harris, Principal 

November is always associated with cooler weather, beautiful multi-colored leaves and being thankful for family 
and friends. We have so much to be thankful for at Waters Landing Elementary School. We have fabulous 
volunteers who unselfishly give their time and talents to our school. We have amazing staff members who go 
above and beyond every day to ensure all of our students are safe, learning, growing, and happy to be at school. 
We also have the best students, parents, and families in Montgomery County! Thank you for everything you do 
for our children and Waters Landing ES!

Dear WLES Families,

It is hard to believe that we are almost at the end of the first marking period. The fall is flying by! Thank  you to 
all that came out and supported our first Spirit Night at Chipotle. It was extremely successful and we look 
forward to seeing everyone at our next one at Ledo’s Pizza.

Our fall fundraiser with Mixed  Bags began October 15th and will run until the 31st for catalog sales. Online 
sales will continue until December. Please remember that you do not need to collect tax for catalog orders. 

All of this can’t be done without your support. Please consider joining the PTA if you have not done so yet, join 
us for our monthly meetings, and volunteer at school events. The monthly meetings are held on the first 
Tuesday of every month from 7-8 p.m. in the media center. 

Please note, there will NOT be a PTA meeting the month of November. Stay tuned for details about the next 
one. 
Waters Landing Elementary School PTA President, 

2018-2019  Proud mom of Emma (5th grade) and Rylin (Kindergarten) 

Thank you, Jennifer Lucas 

jlucas1028@gmail.com 



Reminders of ways you can support Waters Landing  ES and the PTA

Register your giant grocery store card and support WLES ES when you shop. You must re-register 
every school year. Visit the PTA rewards tab on our website at www.waterslandingpta.com for 
more information.  

Complete a designation form at the store or visit https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-
education#/app/cms to link your card to WLES.  You must re-register every school year. 
Complete a designation form at the store or visit http://www.escrip.com/Visit the PTA rewards tab 
on 
our website at www.waterslandingpta.com for more information.  

Shop for discounted fun activities and get $5.00 of your purchase of $30 or more and $5.00 will 
also go to WLES. Go to www.certikid.com and sign in or sign up. Enter code WLPTA and you’re 
all set!  

COUNSELOR’S CORNER – MS. LAURENO 

 be saluting students who have 

  We are proud to announce this month’s winners of the RESPONSIBILITY AWARDS. These students were selected by their peers 
because they have shown consistent and long-standing responsibility. They are being recognized on our HONOR ROLL bulletin 
board outside of the All-Purpose Room.
 Kindergarten: Natalie Alvarez, Justin Murdock, Carlos Ramos Marroquin, Aria Benesh, Ashly Lucas Barrera, Mfoniso Okon, 
Rylin Lucas, Meliah Ramsey Santiago, Jaleiya Green, Bryson Rouse
First Grade: Amy Monroy, Alice Santos, Diego Monje Negron, Axel Romero-Orellana, Vivian Wenek, Fernanda Ramirez 
Martinez, Katherine Huerta, Frank Montoya, Sarah Stevens, Noah McPhatter, Lupita Espinoza-Perez
Second Grade: Gadin Tetteh, Samantha Sanchez Diaz, David Macauley, Michelle Cornejo, Yara Al Khadar,     Jocelyn Mafwenga, 
Irvin Mortaya Bienavidez, Khalil Nediaye, Valerie Saavedra, Khloe Trone, Tre’Velle Harvin,     Jorge Zarza Mina, Alyssa Chin, 
Loralee Porter.
Third Grade: Jaylavic Tanael, Daniel Evissou, Trinity Trotman, Antony Herta, Kaylee Grimes,  Robert Lazzari,     Jah’marriah 
Brooks, William Romero Orellana, Esteffani Hernandez Nolasco, Ayden Barrows.
Fourth Grade: Kalista Katoski, Yailyn Ramos, Joanne Mafwenga, Irina Ranaivoarison, Samuel Salgado, Seari Martin, Winn Zan, 
Brook Boone, Kaiden Argueta.
Fifth Grade: Phoenix Hybl, Tracy Espinoza, Lucy Garcia, Marguele Kuitchoua, Lume Ebholmielen, Kamryn Jackson, Brianna 
Cherry, Herman “Manny “Harrison, Hunter Preston, Victoria Saavedra Ayala

Spirit Night Wednesday and Thursday, November 7 and 8
Make dinner a selfless act by joining us for a fundraiser to 
support Waters Landing PTA. Come in to the Ledos Pizza at 
12619-B Wisteria Dr, Germantown, MD 20874

Keep turning in those box tops!! For more information on the Box Tops for Education 
program, including a list of participating products and our school’s progress, visit 
www.boxtops4education.com. For questions, contact our Box Tops Coordinator at 
wlesboxtopscoordinator@gmail.com.



This month we are celebrating RED RIBBON WEEK, a national initiative to teach children the importance of staying 
healthy by making good decisions to say no to drugs.  We have added an anti-bullying component to our message.  Waters 
Landing School stays STRONG TOGETHER AGAINST BULLYING AND DRUGS!
Have your children take this pledge at home, as they are doing here at school.

“When we all stand strong and do what is right, our community is safer and our future is bright.  We can build a school 
where we all want to be.  Together we have the power to be bully and drug-free!”
*I PLEDGE TO DO MY PART TO KEEP MY SCHOOL BULLY AND DRUG-FREE!”

We are working in our “Second Step” program to teach children the importance of self-control and stress management.  
Children need to learn to regulate their emotions,  The first skill involves learning the difference between high energy that is 
in control versus high energy that is out of control.  High energy, in control, is defined as:     

1. Being able to move without crashing into people or things.
2. Watching where you are going at all times.
3. Being able to stop your movement at any time and still remain balanced.
4. Choosing to monitor yourself and not hurt yourself and others.  Always think HELP, DON’T HURT!

We also recognize early body signals of excitement.  Some children feel their heart rate increase; others feel their ears or 
cheeks getting hot.  We use the image of temperature rising in a thermometer to indicate higher arousal.  We teach four 
concrete strategies to calm down when excited or agitated. 

1. Catching the energy and putting on the brakes by pushing the heels of your hands against one another. Press your
individual fingers together counting to ten and then backwards from ten.
2. Breathing slow, calming breaths.
3. Resting your hands on your head while telling your brain you can calm down.
4. Putting your hands on your chest and feeling your body calm down.
5. Drink water and close your eyes and think of a cool, tranquil lake that looks like glass.  Inhale and exhale slowly.
Self-regulating our emotions is crucial to our life-long well-being in all our personal and professional relationships.
Our role as parents is to protect our children and teach them the social-emotional skills they need to be awesome adults
someday!

HOLIDAY GIVING PROJECT
Applications to sign up for this annual program of food and gift assistance for the holidays have been sent home to 
parents.  Please return these forms to Ms. Laureno ASAP if you have not already done so.  If you are in need of 
another form, please contact me.  Karen_j_laureno@mcpsmd.org

HOLIDAY GIVING PROJECT
Applications to sign up for this annual program of food and gift assistance for the holidays have been sent home to 
parents.  Please return these forms to Ms. Laureno ASAP if you have not already done so.  If you are in need of 
another form, please contact me.  Karen_j_laureno@mcpsmd.org



As part of an MCPS initiative, we are counseling students in every class with respect to PERSONAL BODY 
SAFETY. Adults needs to explicitly teach children how to respond to situations in which they are being abused or 
being groomed for abuse, otherwise they will not know what to do. The following are ten things that you can do with 
your children to help them with skills that they may need to respond to and report abuse.
1. Talk about body parts early. Name body parts and talk about them with your children at an early age.  Help
children identify their body parts and teach them what the actual names are for their body parts.   When children
know the names of their body parts and what they mean, they are more able to talk clearly if something inappropriate
should happen.  It is important that you, as parents/guardians, feel comfortable using these words.  If you are not
comfortable talking about parts of the body or sexual topics, you unwittingly teach your children that these are taboo
or unsafe topics and they will be less likely to say anything when it is most important that they do talk with an adult.
2. Teach your children that some body parts are private
Tell children that their private body parts are called private because they are not for everyone to see.   One way to
make sure that children know which body parts are private is to explain that these are the body parts that are covered
by a bathing suit.  Explain that mommy and daddy can see their children naked, but people outside of the home
should only see them with their clothes on. There also may be times when someone may need to touch your child’s
body (e.g. a doctor during an examination).  Make it clear to your children that this is okay only if you are in the
room with them and if you tell them directly that it is okay.  You can explain that this is a safe touch because it has to
do with health and because you are in the room with them.
3. Teach your children boundaries. Tell your children matter-of-factly that no one should touch their private body
parts and that no one should ask them to touch somebody else’s private body parts. The second part of this sentence
is important because sexual abuse often begins with perpetrators asking the children to touch them or others.

4. Tell your children that body secrets are never okay!
They should always tell you or a trusted adult if someone tries to make them keep a body secret.
5. Tell your children no one should take pictures of their private body parts.
6. Teach your children how to get out of scary or uncomfortable situations.
Saying “No!” is an important safety skill.  Help them to communicate “No!” through speaking, shaking their heads,
stomping their feet, making faces etc.
Tell them it is necessary to say “Stop” to anyone who wants to see or touch their private parts and tell a trusted
grown up immediately.
7. Have a code word your children can use when they feel unsafe or want to be picked up by you and brought home.

As children get older, you can give them a code word that they can use when they are feeling unsafe.  This can be 
used at home, when there are guests in the house or when they are on a play date or sleepover.
8. Tell your child that they will never be in trouble if they tell you, or a trusted adult, a body secret. Help your
children prepare to ask for help from a safe adult. Identify people in the various places your children spend time who
they may turn to for help. Use role-playing or practice scenarios to help your children ask for help from a trusted
grown-up. Finally if you children do disclose any history of sexual abuse, listen carefully, and take their disclosure
seriously.  Contact Child Protective Services or Montgomery County Police Department if you have any concerns
about your child’s safety.  If you do not intervene, the abuse may continue and your children may learn and believe
that home is not safe and that you are not available to help them.
9. Tell your children about different kinds of body touches. Secret touches is often a more accurate depiction of what
might happen.  If any touch makes your child feel unsafe, sad, weird or yucky, or if someone touches their private
body parts, they should say, “Stop!”  and tell a grown up right away.
10. Tell your children that these rules always apply, even with people they know, family members and with other
children. Tell them “Mommy and Daddy may touch your private parts when we are cleaning you- but no one else is
allowed to touch you there.  Not friends, not cousins, not aunts or uncles, teachers or coaches.  Even if you like them
or think they are in charge, they should still not touch your private body parts. Remind your children to always check
with you before going anywhere or with anyone. It is also important to explain to them the tricks that people may use
with them,  The abuse person may promise a gift, encourage a bad behavior like smoking or drinking, tell the child
that it is the child’s fault or that no one will believe him/her, or tell the child that if he/she tells anyone the abusive
person may get into trouble or having to go away for a long time.

In summary, tell you child “As your parent, I will always believe you and love you , and I will always be here to keep 
you safe.  It is never your fault if someone touches you in an uncomfortable way. Always tell me or another trusted 
adult when you do not feel safe.”



There is an exciting networking and education program at the 5th Annual Innovators in Education Conference: 
Promoting Resilience Motivation and Social Competency on Saturday, November 10, at Universities at Shady Grove, 
MD. 

Our speakers will present the science as well as provide practical strategies that you can implement at school, home and 
in the community. This will be a great opportunity for education and engagement. 

To learn more about Promoting Resilience, Motivation and Social Competency and our distinguished faculty, click here. 
http://www.ccl-md.com/education-%20conference/ 

Register at https://tinyurl.com/yarnxbv5 https://tinyurl.com/yarnxbv5. 
There are limited Half Day PM tickets available (no CE). Use Code - PARENT18. 

We are offering a limited amount of Parent Scholarships. Click here https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfW_SK-FpxqOFJ0lspUl9kZY87MWTke5bk5RhFaiaBypO__PQ/viewform to learn more. 

From the Media Center (Mrs. Zygmunt and Ms. Mitchel)! 
Dear Parents and Guardians,
It’s hard to believe the holidays are almost here.  We are encouraging all families to keep reading!  There are plenty of ways 
to do this!

1. Visit the public library and get a FREE library card.  Families can check out books and materials and access online
resources including: books online, books to download to a device, music downloads, and much more.

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Library/

2. The BOOK IT! Program -  All students have received information about reading goals for their grade level.  From
now through February 2018, students can read to earn a free personal pan pizza from Pizza Hut.

3. Read aloud to your kids! Reading aloud is one of the most important things parents and teachers can do with
children. Reading aloud builds many important foundational skills, introduces vocabulary, provides a model of fluent,
expressive reading, and helps children recognize what reading for pleasure is all about.

In addition to encouraging your students to read, please consider taking a look at the amount of time and where time is spent 
when your child is online.  Many students use computers and devices for games, books, social networking, research and 
more.  Sometimes kids spend too much time using devices.  This year, all students will be receiving instruction in Digital 
Citizenship.  More information can be found on the Common Sense website:  https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 
Common Sense is the nation's leading nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the lives of kids and families by 
providing the trustworthy information, education, and independent voice they need to thrive in the 21st century.  Here is a 
challenge to try.  Discuss the use of devices in your home and sign the Media Family Agreement.  This can be found on the 
WLES website and well as on the Parent Page of the Common Sense Website.  There will be an upcoming discussion of this 
topic at future PTA meetings and on Literature Night scheduled for the spring of 2019.to
Thank you for supporting your child’s learning!

Mary Zygmunt 
Media Specialist

     Lisa Mitchel          
Media Assistant
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You can also access all resources on the Waters Landing ES 

Media Center Page. 

1. Click on the DESTINY link.  https://destiny.mcpsmd.org/

2. Click on the name

of our school.

3. See the links on

our homepage.

Click on the link

and type in the

password.
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