
  March 2 —Early Release Day at 12:30 p.m. 
 
  March 5—6—MISA Science Testing (8th Grade Students) 
 
  March 13 —PTA Meeting, 7 p.m. 
 
  March 15—16  —Little Mermaid, Jr.  7 p.m. 
 
  March 17 —Little Mermaid, Jr.  11  a.m. 
 
  March 26—April 2  — Spring Break! 
 
 

Principal’s 
Newsletter 

TAKOMA PARK MI DDLE S CHOOL  

TPMS March Events 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
It’s hard to believe that we are already halfway through the 
3rd quarter!  Students and parents should use this point in 
the quarter to check their grades on the MyMCPS Parent 
Portal.  I also encourage students to take advantage of Tako-
ma Academic Period every Wednesday afternoon to check-
in with teachers, complete homework assignments and take 
reassessments when appropriate.  Homework Club and the 
Power Hour are also resources that students use after school 
to get caught up on assignments or receive academic sup-
port.  
 
During the last week of February, Mr. Tom Liddle orga-
nized the third annual Pops and Cabaret Choral Concert.  
The concert was again a huge success!  The chorus, musi-
cians, and the We Will Rock You club gave outstanding 
performances. The event was very well attended and re-
ceived by students, parents and staff.  Congratulations to the 
performers and Mr. Liddle! 
 
In February members of the Takoma Park Mathcounts team 
led by Ms. Sarah Manchester competed in the chapter com-
petition at the University of Maryland.  Takoma performed 
extremely well, earning 1st place in the team competi-
tion.  Takoma also captured two of the four countdown tro-
phies and four of the top seven individual spots – Kevin Wu 
in 7th, Phillip Guo in 6th, Clarence Lam in 3rd and Nathan 
Shan in 2nd place.  All Takoma competitors, including Mat-
thew Casertano, Justin Chen, Carina Guo, Steven Su, Ash-
ley Thommana, and Iris Xue, scored high enough to advance 
to the State Mathcounts Competition in March. Congratula-
tions and way to go, Takoma! 
 
I would also like to recognize eighth grader Dhruv Pai who 
was a Third Place award winner in the Maryland Coalition 
for Gifted and Talented Education Student Essay contest.  
His award winning essay focused on how educational op-
portunities at elementary and high school have benefitted 
him academically.  
 
 

Aditya Das, 7th grade, won the TPMS Spelling Bee.   He 
beat out some tough competitors in the final round with the 
word “indefeasible” which means “not capable of being 
voided or undone.”   Aditya will move on to the Scripps Re-
gional Spelling Bee.  Good luck Aditya!  
 
Congratulations to the TPMS Science Bowl Team and their 
coaches Ms. Epling and Mr. Cornfeld.  TPMS had two 
teams competing in the Maryland Regional National Science 
Bowl Competition.  One team came in first place and the 
other team came in fourth. The TPMS Science Bowl Team 
has won first place 12 times over the last 13 years.  They 
will be competing in April in the National Science Bowl.   
 
The Little Mermaid Jr. will be March 15th and 16th at 
7:00pm and March 17th at 11:00am. Doors open 30 minutes 
before the show. Tickets are $5 for students and $8 for 
adults. You can donate to the TPMS Drama Program in ex-
change for an advertisement or announcement in the Little 
Mermaid, Jr. program. You can wish the cast and crew good 
luck or promote a business.  
The costs per advertisement are: 
 1/4 page (4.25 x 2.25 inches) = $20.00 
 1/2 page (4.25 x 5.5 inches) = $30.00 
 Whole page (8.5 x 5.5 inches) = $55.00 
Please email submissions to Ms. Murphy at 
laura_s_sabelhaus@mcpsmd.org Cash or checks made out 
to TPMS will be accepted. The submission deadline is 
March 8. 
 
Many thanks to all of the parents and students who support-
ed Books and Basketball in February.  A special thanks to 
Gretchen Weigel who was our lead parent organizer.  Also 
thank you to Ms. Carlyn Patterson-Breese, Assistant Princi-
pal, who mobilized the staff and students for the event. Stu-
dents, parents and staff had a fun evening and the PTA was 
successful in its continuing fundraising efforts!   

Sincerely, 

Alicia Deeny 

Principal 

“Springtime is the land awakening.  
The March winds are the morning yawn.”  ~ Lewis Grizzard  
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Takoma Park Middle School 

Current 6th and 7th Graders:  

Course Request Verification Letter:  

During the week of January 29th, counselors visited 6th grade English classes and 7th grade science classes to 

assist students in selecting courses for next school year. Students entered the recommended math class and 

first choice electives online using the MCPS Student Portal. At the end of the lesson, counselors collected com-

pleted course request worksheets from students. Counselors will use this form to reference a student’s 

“alternate” elective requests in the event that the first choice course is unavailable.  

By the first week in March, parents will receive a letter that lists the student’s course requests. Please review the 

courses carefully with your student and contact the appropriate grade level counselor as soon as possible to 

address any questions or concerns. The school’s staffing is based on student course requests so it is important 

that the classes listed in the letter are accurate. (Note: The letter does not include a student’s actual sched-

ule. Final schedules will be available on the first day of school in September.) 

Middle School Program Guide / High School Course Bulletin:  

Each year, MCPS publishes a new Middle School Program Guide and High School Course Bulletin. These re-

sources provide information about courses, programs, and graduation requirements. In addition to being 

available online, we have a limited supply of hard copies. If you would like a copy of either the middle school 

guide or high school bulletin for 2018-2019, please stop by the Counseling Department. We are happy to share 

them with you while supplies last!   

Current 8th Graders:  

Course Selection for 9th Grade:  

On February 2nd, 8th graders met with counselors from their assigned high school to learn about course offer-

ings and begin selecting classes. To assist with this process, all students received a course request worksheet 

for their assigned high school. Students were instructed to complete the worksheet and return it to the TPMS 

Counseling Department. Students who are assigned to DCC high schools, also selected classes online via the 

MCPS Student Portal.  

Course Changes / Questions:  

At this point, all student course request worksheets have been submitted to the appropriate high schools. If 

you would like to request a course change or have a question about your student’s selections or schedule, 

please contact the Counseling Department for the student’s assigned high school.  

 

Course Registration: Next Steps 

try. 

Please contact us with any questions about this process!  

- Ms. Litten (Resource Counselor), Ms. Hankins (6th Grade), Ms. Lever (7th Grade), Ms. Salzman (8th Grade: A-G), 

& Ms. Martinez (8th Grade: H-Z / ESOL) 
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Spring is coming!  Please be sure to check your student’s grades on MyMCPS Portal, and make 

sure that he or she is still using the agenda to track homework.  Also, this is an excellent time to 

check with your student to be sure that he or she does not need extra supplies, like pencils, 

notebook paper, etc.  

  English 

In 6th grade English students are delving into researching an issue of their choice to 
write an argumentative essay. They are learning how to be critical readers and 
thinkers as they read articles and discern reliable sources. In addition, March is a 
month of poetry and recitation as the English department launches into Dramatic 
Arts, an event unique to TPMS.  Students are to research a poem, story, or speech 

to recite to the class. This year’s theme is Hopes and Dreams. The art of recitation comes into 
play as the students practice their piece in groups and later present it to the class. Students 
focus not only on memorization, but reciting their piece with clear articulation, poise, and 
passion.  Dramatic Arts allows students to discover the power of the spoken word and 
importance of delivery while demonstrating the skill of public speaking. There will be winners 
determined from each category: original, humorous and serious. They will perform at The 
Dramatic Arts Night Festival in late April.  

Reading 

6th Grade Digital Literacy 1 provides a vehicle for social problem investigation 
which means that our students will actively participate and effectively collaborate 
to investigate and offer possible solutions to a realistic problem.  Today’s 
information based society requires advanced literacy skills. Digital literacy will 
provide a vehicle for: communicating knowledge and ideas clearly and effectively; 

gathering evidence and drawing conclusions about the past and its implications for the future; 
and collaborating with peers to help enhance their ideas. I am excited about this curriculum and 
its potential for helping students develop strong analytical and critical reasoning knowledge and 
skills. 



Math 

Magnet IM:   Students begin March with Unit 5 (The Real Number System).  They 
will study scientific notation and the laws of exponents; how to simplify and how to 
calculate in both.  They will also learn to evaluate square roots and cube roots and 
how to simplify radical expressions of any index.  Depending on how fast we move 
through these lessons, we may begin Unit 6 (Functional Relationships and Linear 

Equations) before the end of March.  This will mark a formal look at the Slope‐Intercept Form of 
an equation for a line and making connections between proportional relationships and linear 
equations.  Please check MyMCPS parent portal regularly to monitor grades and for the dates 
and topics of assessments.  Thanks!     

 Math 6:  For the month of March, Math 6 will be con nuing our exci ng study in 
Unit 3 by examining and understanding mathema cal proper es of equivalency and 
solving equa ons and  inequali es. Towards the middle of the month, the math 6 
classes will have their Progress Check which covers order of opera ons, crea ng and 
evalua ng algebraic expressions based on real‐world scenarios.  Students will learn 
the proper es of equivalency and be able to use this concept in solving equa ons 

and  inequali es.  Students will be able to model and find the solu on to real‐world situa ons 
using algebraic expressions, equa ons,  inequality and graphs.  Please make sure that students 
are comple ng assignments daily to reinforce the learning from class. Please con nue to check 
MyMCPS  Classroom  / Google  Classroom  for  daily  and weekly  objec ves  and  goals  for  class 
instruc on. Also,  if you have any ques ons regarding the curriculum, con nue to examine the 
parent resources on MCPS website and google classroom or email your child's teacher. 
 

Inves ga ons into Mathema cs 6:  For the month of March, 6th grade students in 
I.M. class will con nue to learn about Sta s cs and Probability in Unit 4.  Students 
will understand Sta s cs by analyzing and interpre ng the data collected from the 
sample and popula on.  Students will draw inferences based on data display and 
calculated Measures of Central Tendency and Variability.  Students will 
demonstrate these Sta s cal concepts and skills learned in their Sta s cs project 

at the end of this Unit.  Before the month ends, we will start learning Real Number System in 
Unit 5.  Please make sure that students are comple ng assignments daily to reinforce the 
learning from class. Please con nue to check google classroom for daily and weekly objec ves 
and goals for class instruc on.  Students have Khan Academy account as their addi onal 
resource.   
  

World Studies 

In the month of March, students in Advanced World Studies 6 classes will begin 
Unit 3, The Impact of Economics in Ancient and Modern China. We will continue 
with our study of the ancient world by focusing on the dynasties of China and the 
impact of legalism, Confucianism, and Daoism on Chinese culture. Students will 
then have the opportunity to participate in a trade simulation to compare market 
and command economic systems.    



Science 

Magnet Science:  Time to build!  Students will begin to investigate Physics and 
Engineering.  In March we will start to study Newton’s Laws, and test the effects of 
these laws on their engineering designs.  Rubber band cars and catapults are just 
two of the design projects that students will be using to demonstrate Newton’s 
Laws and other tendencies that can be described using Newtonian physics.  STEM 
projects are also wrapping up in March – students should be finished with 

experiments, and will be writing their Discussion and Analysis sections to analyze their findings.    
Their final steps will be to create a display board before Spring Break. Display boards will be 
shared on STEAM Night, which will be on April 6.   Please look for more information to come 
home about this fun event! 

6th Grade Science:   Students will be finishing up the ecosystems unit this month by 
exploring food webs, energy pyramids, and matter cycles. We will then move on to 
investigating Earth's natural resources and how human use of those resources 
impacts the environment. Students should have their STEM projects completed 
and display boards turned in before Spring Break.  Display boards will be shared on 
STEAM Night, which will be on April 6.   Please look for more information to come 

home about this fun event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Note from the 7
th

Grade Team Leaders

We had a wonderful field trip on February 2nd

to the AFI Silver Theatre to view Hidden
Figures! As we enter into March, we are
almost half way into the 3rd quarter and are

Students are learning about the ways in which

humans interact with their environment by

looking at examples of adaptation and

modification from today and from the past. We

will specifically look at how the Incas and

Aztecs created large empires in places that had

What are Students 

Learning in the 

Classroom?

World Studies

English
Students are currently immersed in Unit

3 – Perspectives – which involves

reading fiction and non-fiction books

and other literature, related to the

1940’s. Students are reading The Diary

of Anne Frank, Farewell to Manzanar,

Daniel's Story, and The Book Thief as

the core books for this unit. Students are

are still working on evaluating the

objectivity of a piece.

Students should 
review the SSL 
Bulletin Board for SSL 
opportunities.

Ms. Hamlin

significant geographic challenges (mountains and swamps) to overcome.

We will also discover how geography shaped the Incan and Aztec

cultures (traditions, religion, farming methods, and homes).

working hard to ensure all of our students are doing well. Please
make sure that your child is arriving to school on time and making
up any missing assignments. We would also like to encourage
parents/guardians to contact teachers with any questions or
concerns.

Ms. Lunsford and Ms. Seyoum    

Reminder:  
The Math 
Department will 
be celebrating 
Pi Day, March 
14!!  Stay tuned 
for more 
information



of pi as a ratio and use this ratio to determine area

and circumference. Students continue to apply

their understanding of composition and

decomposition of shapes to find the area of

composite figures and surface area of 3D figures.

Students utilize drawings and physical models to

visualize 3D figures, determine their volume, and

describe their attributes when sliced by a plane.

They will solve real-world and mathematical

problems involving area, volume, and surface area

of two- and three-dimensional objects composed

of triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, cubes, and

right prisms.

In IM, students continue their study of exponents

from earlier grade levels by investigating very

large and very small quantities. This requires

them to represent, estimate, and calculate numbers

expressed in scientific notation. Students apply

the properties of integer exponents to transform

expressions as they explore equivalency.

Students will then differentiate between rational

and irrational numbers by exploring repeating

decimal patterns. They evaluate square roots and

cube roots of perfect squares and perfect cubes.

Students use rational approximations of irrational

numbers to estimate the value of irrational

numbers, compare their size, and locate them

approximately on a number line diagram.

In Magnet Algebra, students will complete a unit

on Polynomials, both simplifying and factoring

with real world applications including solving

higher degree equations by factoring. We will

then begin Unit 7: Quadratics and continue to

prepare for the PARCC Assessments.

Math
In Math 7, students extend

their understanding of

perimeter and area beyond

polygons to include circles.

They develop an understanding

Students completed their study of the

structure and function of organ system and the

nutrients necessary

In Magnet Science class, students are

continuing their work in genetics by focusing

on population genetics, the Hardy-Weinberg

Equilibrium, and interpreting pedigrees. The

unit will end with a debate with respect to

human cloning and genetic engineering.

Students should be working on their

culminating genetics project as well as their

STEM projects. STEM projects are due on

Friday, March 23, 2018.

Science

Please check your child’s myMCPS
Classroom, Agenda Book, Google
Classroom, and/or notebook
regularly.

Stay 
Connected:

for our bodies to

function properly. We

will soon be focusing

on the structure and

composition of DNA

which will lead us into

our study of Genetics.
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English  
In English, students will be engaging in a variety of tasks that focus on the 
author’s choices in and context of literature. Students are studying point of 
view and reading memoirs in The Multicultural Reader. Students will re-
write a scene from one of the stories capturing  a different point of view 
and perspective. Other writing assignments will focus on researching 
and  comparing events in a novel and the events in history.  Reading as-
signments will vary in classes, but students might read Animal Farm by 
George Orwell, or Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Freder-
ick Douglass. Students will also be preparing for The Dramatic Arts Festi-
val in April with the theme of “Hopes and Dreams”.  For the festival, students must prepare 
and memorize a short speech, poem or story excerpt to present on the theme.   

 

U.S. History  

We are continuing our study of Westward Expansion.  In this unit 

we focus on the concept of manifest destiny and its impact on var-

ious groups in the United States.  Students will create presenta-

tions on the six territories gained between 1803 and 1853.  Along 

with manifest destiny, we examine the presidency of Andrew 

Jackson and the Trail of Tears forced relocation of Native Ameri-

can tribes.  This year, there will be no Unit 3 test. Instead, students 

will write an essay at the end of unit that examines the extent to which the United 

States government fulfilled the ideals of democracy and unalienable rights for all 

people during this time. 

Algebra‐Prep  

We will move into Geometry in the month of March by exploring rigid transfor‐

mations. These are the ways we can move shapes on a grid without changing the 

shape (rotation, translation, reflection, etc.)  This will help prepare students for ge-

ometry and is also a key concept to graphic design.  Teachers are available for 

Lunch Help (any day of the week), and TAP.  Please ask for afterschool help which 

is available by each teachers schedule.   

Algebra 2.0 

During March, students will continue working with Unit 4, Quadratic Relationships. 

Topic 2 focuses on the structure of quadratic expressions including: transformations, 

polynomial operations, factoring, completing the square, and properties.  Topic 3 

focuses on solving quadratic equations using tables, factoring, graphing, and the 

quadratic formula. In addition, the Pythagorean Theorem and the distance formula 

will be studied.   

Magnet Geometry  

In early March, we will continue our unit on  Area, Volume, & 3-d Fig-

ures with a study of different classes of poly- hedra.  We will also re-

view and expand our knowledge of surface  area and volume, with a 

focus on applications and derivations  (where do the formulas 

come from?)  Later in March, we will  begin work in coordinate ge-

Continued on next page 



ometry, with a review of some concepts from algebra (slope/distance/midpoint) and then apply 

them to prove properties of geometric figures.  

Honors Geometry 

Students connect what they have learned about cross-sections of three-dimensional shapes to cross-

sections of double cones (i.e., conic sections) as they begin Unit 4. Students continue their study of 

quadratics by connecting the geometric and algebraic definitions of parabolas, ellipses and hyperbo-

las. In the Cartesian coordinate system, students use the distance formula 

to write the equation of a circle when given the radius and the coordinates 

of its center. Given an equation of a circle, they draw the graph in the co-

ordinate plane.  

Science 
This month in 8th Grade Science we will be investigating both global and local 
weather patterns. Students will learn about the water cycle and the impacts it has 
on our world, as well as air masses and how they determine the daily weather. We 
will also explore the factors that impact the climate of a region. Finally, we will be putting the finishing touch-
es on our STEM projects for STEAM Night on April 6th.  

Magnet Science  

We will be completing our astronomy unit with our study of stars, galaxies and project on the challenges of 

designing a generation ship. Capstone experiments are completing in March (Backboards are due 16 of 

March). STEM night at TPMS is April 6th and all are welcome. The next unit we will investigate is the Rest-

less Earth where we will study plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes and then progress through the rock 

cycle. We should be beginning this unit before the end of the month  

 

Come to 8th Grade Homework 
Club! 

After School 
Wednesdays with Ms. Rodgers in room 322 



World Languages Department March Newsletter 

Spanish 
Spanish 1AB—Sra. Stanton-Brand & Sra. Vogel 
Students just started a unit on pastimes and will then dive into a unit revolving 
around the family. Vocabulary and grammar concepts center around hobbies, 
sports, places in the community, family members and relationships to each oth-
er.  Students will learn the various ways to show possession in Spanish, how to talk 
about what family members like and don’t like to do. Students will also learn 
basic conversation for a trip to a restaurant, including table settings and how to 
ask the waiter for different items.   Parents and students should check MyMCPS 
frequently for student progress and homework completion.  Students should be writing HW in their 
agenda books daily.   
 
Spanish 1A Full Year—Ms. Carroll  
Students have just finished a unit on Mis Amigo y Yo which included learning to describe themselves and 
friends.  We studied Subject pronouns, the verb ‘to be’ and adjective rules. Students will begin a unit on 
School. We will learn to talk about school schedules, how to describe our classes and to tell what we like 
and don't like about our classes.  We will focus on verbs that end in –AR in order to talk about what we actu-
ally do in school.  Students have begun more extensive writing assignments as we  learn more about how to 
put sentences together in Spanish.  The month of March will focus on school supplies and what we need for 
various classes.  We will learn how to talk about the location of items in a classroom and how schools in 
Spanish-speaking countries are different than Takoma Park.  Students will also review gender and number 
agreement. This unit includes a lot of vocabulary so students should study vocabulary outside of the class-
room on a regular basis. Parents should encourage students to practice their vocabulary out loud and to 
name school supplies that might be lying around at home!!   Parents are encouraged to check MyMCPS 
and agenda books to monitor homework assignments and academic progress. Sra. Carroll updates her 
grade book frequently so parents can have an accurate picture of their student's progress.  
 

Spanish 1B full year—Ms. Carroll 
Spanish 1B students are working on a new unit: The Home. Vocabulary will revolve around rooms in the 
home, types of housing, furniture and chores around the house. We will be focusing again on HAY, SER and 
ESTAR, all forms of ‘be’. We will also use two stem-changing verbs (poder and dormir), learn to make com-
parisons, use affirmative tú commands and the present progressive. Students will complete an in-class pro-
ject to design a home with various rooms and what chores can be done in different rooms.  We will also look 
at the difference in architecture between homes in our area and the typical home in the Spanish 
world.   Please make sure students are studying their class notes and current vocabulary every day, and that 
they review old vocabulary from previous units, once a week to keep it fresh.  Parents are encouraged to 
check My MCPS frequently for student progress and homework completion, and to check agenda books 
regularly for homework.    
 
Spanish 2—Sra. Stanton-Brand and Sra. Vogel 
Students just began a unit revolving around their early childhood and will then be working on a 
unit about natural disasters and medical emergencies. Students will have their first experiences 
with the Imperfect tense and will use it in conjunction with the Preterite. Parents and students 
should check MyMCPS frequently for student progress and homework completion. Students should 
also write HW in their agenda books daily. 
 
Spanish 3-Sra. Guevara   
In March, students will be working on a unit about work situations such as applying and interview-
ing for a job as well as discussing volunteering.  They will be using Spanish to recruit and hire em-
ployees as well as apply for a job and interview for a position.  In this unit, students will refine the 



French 1 
French 1 students will be working on our pastimes unit. They will learn how to talk about 
what activities they do and where they go. They will also learn to describe the weather. 
Please check weekly progress reports. If your child has an overall grade of C or lower, 
please sign the report and send it back to me! 
 
French 2 
In French 2 we learn to communicate about daily routines using reflexive verbs. Who knew 
washing your hair and brushing your teeth could be so much fun?! Please check weekly 
progress reports. If your child has an overall grade of C or lower, please sign the report and 
send it back to me! 
 
French 3 
French 3 students will be discussing the media and the press. Make sure to keep up with 
daily reading assignments and other homework and please encourage your child to 
SPEAK FRENCH IN CLASS! Please check weekly progress reports. If your child has an overall 
grade of C or lower, please sign the report and send it back to me! Look for information 
about our upcoming field trip to a French restaurant! 
 
 

French—Mme Finklea 

use of many tenses and voices such as the preterit, imperfect, subjunctive, future, and 
present perfect.   In addition, they will continue to use circumlocution when talking 
about vocabulary terms instead of translating the concepts into English.  The pace of 
the class moves quickly and students are encouraged to establish a routine of study-
ing every week night for 10-15 minutes in order to help build vocabulary and ease with 
structures. There are many resources on MyMCPS (under pages) for them to practice 
such as Quizlet, an online flashcard website which allows students to make flashcards 
for vocabulary but also verb conjugations as well. Students may also complete the 
monthly optional formative assignment, ¿Dónde está Sra. Guevara? which students 
can find on MyMCPS or posted on the board in the classroom.  
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Art—Ms. Spera 

 

 In March, the sixth graders will be 

creating a three dimensional mask. They will 

be considering the choice of colors to create 

a sense of an emotion. They will also be 

working with a variety of materials to 

complete the design. 

 

 

 

 

The seventh graders are creating a 

travel poster. They will be creating two 

different compositions to layout the 

words and iconic image from the place 

they are advertising. They will then use 

sharpie markers and paint to create the 

image they have chosen from their plans. 

  

 

 

The eighth graders are 

starting a collage. They 

brainstormed for ideas for a 

project with a very personal 

message or theme. A memory of 

the past, thoughts from the 

present, hopes for the future. They 

will be sketching a composition and 

then finding the right materials to 

express their idea. 



 

Computer Applications  

Ms. Smith          

Magnet Computer Science, Grade 6 

Students have completed a short unit 

programming in Scratch.  We will compare our 

experience in Scratch with other block coding. 

Students will also do a short unit on Internet 

safety.  We will begin programming in Python in 

late March. 

Intro to Computers 

Students have completed both the word document programs, Google Docs as 

well as Microsoft Word.  Students have also completed comparison units for Microsoft 

Excel and Google Sheets.  Students continue to improve their keyboarding skills.  

Dr. Taliff   

Welcome Intro to Computer students to your new Semester 2 class.  We have 

started Python coding, created storage folders for Windows, and created storage 

folders for Google Drive.  Practice your Python coding skills anywhere you have Internet 

access; log on to www.repl.it to use Python for free!  Practice, practice, practice every 

night for 10 minutes, please!  Magnet Computer Science students, as you know, we are 

working in teams now.  Each team member must contribute so that the team 

accomplishes the project on time and perfectly matches the specifications outlined for 

the project.  If I ask you, a team member, to explain or write again any part of your team’s 

project you must know how to do it.  The team project is completed when everyone knows 

how to write the code.  

Ms. Wu        

In March, 8th grade Computer Science students will continue working on ACSL 

topics, Digital Electronics and Graph Theory, and participate 3rd ACSL contest.  They will 

finish their science website using HTML, and will learn syntax and structure of 

JavaScript; later they will use JavaScript to enhance the functions of their 

website.  They will also continue working on their Final Project at home. The Beta Version 



Game or Website Contents is due on 3/9, and the deadline is 3/24. The Final Projcet 

peer-evaluation is on 3/20 or 21. 

 

The 8th grade computer application class continue to improve Word Processing 

skills. Students will focus to create well-formatted text documents and Google Slides 

presentation.  

World Beat Music and Chorus  

Mr. Liddle 

February and March breathe new life into the general/choral music program here at 

Takoma. General music classes change over and we welcome 3 full classes of new and 

returning students back into the music classroom. These students have been choosing 

instruments, digging into beginning lessons, reviewing past skills, and taking their first 

steps in applying individual skills in bands. Chorus students are looking forward to their 

Pops and Cabaret concert on February 28th. This Pops and Cabaret concert is geared 

towards student’s peers and friends and teachers being able to attend a concert that 

will happen right after school from 3:00-4:15. The choruses will be joined by members of 

the “We Will Rock You” and the Emotion Dance Clubs. Both singers and audience 

members can ride the activity bus home on this day. Parents are more than welcome but 

please know that the music performed at this concert will also be performed at the 

Spring Concert in May. 

 



Theatre  -  Ms. Sabelhaus 

This month in theatre class 

students will begin working on their 

scenes that they will be presenting on 

May 30, 2018 in our Second Semester 

Theatre Scenes Showcase. Students 

will continue to discuss and work to 

effectively communicate their stories, 

ideas, and emotions with an audience. 

Students will continue to improve their 

improvisation skills and will begin 

discussing aspects of voice and its 

relationship to theatre.  

 

Orchestra & Band  -  Ms. Pasquale 

Congratulations to our students who did such fine performances for the National 

Philharmonic Planets project and Montgomery County Honors Bands and Orchestras 

performance in early February.  The Maryland All-State Junior Band had 3 

representatives from Takoma (there were many alumni in the both the junior and senior 

groups also).  They will do a concert at Morgan State University in February. In early 

March 3 orchestra students (and several alumni) will represent Takoma at the All-State 

Orchestra Festival in Towson. 

March is a big month for music students at TPMS.  March is officially "Music in 

Our Schools" month all over the United States. Takoma instrumental music students 

have several important performances during March and early April.  Many students are 

participating in the Montgomery County Solo and Ensemble Festival the last weekend in 

February.  Individual 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students and small ensembles play for 

professional adjudicators.  I am especially proud of students who participate in this 

festival.   They have formed ensembles that are not guided by which band or orchestra 

they are in or by grade level.  They benefit from the preparing the music and develop 

excellent social, leadership, and process skills as they prepare together.   These 

students all perform in the TPMS Solo and Ensemble Recital. 



TPMS Intermediate Orchestra, Advanced Orchestra (4/11) and Advanced Band 

(4/17) are preparing for Montgomery County District Festival assessment in 

March.  Each ensemble is preparing 2 pieces and a warm-up piece that they will play for 4 

adjudicators.  Each group will receive written comments, live recorded comments, and a 

score from each judge.  The ensembles will also be professionally recorded.  This one of 

the most important performances of the year since students will play for and hear their 

orchestra peers from other schools and receive a score from objective judges. The 

judges will be listening for clear tone, perfect intonation, precise technical and rhythmic 

details as well as a performance that shows how fluidly they work as an ensemble in 

concert with their director.   The average of the judges’ scores will determine whether we 

will move on to the Maryland State Festival.  These scores will also be published to the all 

Montgomery County Schools.  We are working very hard to perfect the details of our 

music so careful rehearsal and home practice are essential.   All of the students who 

receive a Superior rating (1) at the District Festivals (solo, small ensemble, large 

ensemble) are eligible to play at the state festivals in May. 
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Blind Date with a Book 

The Blind Date with a Book  

reading contest was a huge hit!  

Students had blind dates with 

countless books, and submitted 

date ratings for a chance to win 

a Valentine’s gift bag. Here’s 

how the books were rated 

(based on rating cards submitted 

by 2/20/17). 

1   = 4 books, 2    = 2 books, 

3    = 10 books, 4    = 20 books,  

5    = 9 books 

Current Media Center News 
Congratulations to Blind 

Date with a Book Prize 

Winner, Endrias Alamerew!  

Endrias had a blind date with, 

Marie Antoinette,  

Serial Killer . His first          

impression was, “Intriguing!” 

After reading the book, he 

thought it was “better than 

expected,” and he rated it 4 

out of 5 hearts. He won a gift 

bag with a Boo the World’s 

Cutest Dog plush, book, and 

candy.  

English—Dramatic Arts      

All students will select poems, 

speeches, or song lyrics to   

recite at the 2018 Dramatic 

Arts Festival. Students also 

have the option of writing 

original speeches. This year’s 

theme is:                      

Hopes and Dreams  

Project Website: 

https://edu.glogster.com/

glog/dramatic-

arts/2rfm85e4wr9  

What is the Black-Eyed Susan 
reading incentive program?  
Each year, librarians across the 
state of Maryland nominate the 
best new children’s and young 
adults’ books for the Black-
Eyed Susan award.  In the 
spring, Maryland students vote 
for their favorite nominees.  To encourage TPMS students to participate, 
the Media Center holds a Black-Eyed Susan voting party .  Any student 
wishing to be invited to the 2018 Black-Eyed Susan  voting party must read 
at least 3 nominated books and  submit one summary project to Ms. Phelan 
by Monday, April 16. All nominated books for grades 4-6, 6-9, and high 
school are eligible. 

The party will take place on Thursday, April 19, in the Media Center. See 
the TPMS Media  Center webpage or Ms. Phelan in the Media Center for a 
full list of nominees and summary project  directions. 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/takomaparkms/
mediacenter/blackeyedsusan.aspx 

Black-Eyed Susan Reading 

Incentive Program and Voting Party 

6th—9th Grade 
Black-Eyed Susan  

Nominees  

Upcoming 

Dates: 

April 6:                                 

- Book Wars               

Competition  

-STEAM Night 

April 19:                    

Black-Eyed Susan  

Party 

April 20:                         

Dramatic Arts Grade 

Level Competitions 

April 26:                                  

Dramatic Arts       

Evening 

 Sophie Quire and the 

Last Storyguard,             

by  Jonathan Auxier 

 Soar, by Joan Bauer 

 When Friendship      

Followed Me Home,     

by Paul Griffin 

 Terror at Bottle Creek, 

by Watt Key 

 A Night Divided,           

by Jennifer Nielsen 

 Ghost,                          

by Jason Reynolds 

 Beneath,                        

by Roland Smith 

 Falling Over Sideways, 

by Jordan Sonnenblick 

 23 Minutes,                        

by Vivian VandeVelde 

 Wolf Hollow,                 

by Lauren Wolk 

https://edu.glogster.com/glog/dramatic-arts/2rfm85e4wr9
https://edu.glogster.com/glog/dramatic-arts/2rfm85e4wr9
https://edu.glogster.com/glog/dramatic-arts/2rfm85e4wr9
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/takomaparkms/mediacenter/blackeyedsusan.aspx
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/takomaparkms/mediacenter/blackeyedsusan.aspx
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