
 
 

June, 2015 
Dear Humanities Junior, 
 
We congratulate you on completing your second year and look forward to teaching and learning 
with you next year.  Our hope is that you spend the summer relaxing, visiting friends and 
relatives, and, of course, reading.  Your junior year teachers have designed several assignments 
that will prepare you for the challenge of AP World History, AP Art History, and AP English 
Language and Composition in the fall. 
 
I.  Read William Bernstein’s A Splendid Exchange, How Trade Shaped the World 
 
A book about world trade?  Boring, right?  Not this one.  Described by critics as “highly 
entertaining”, “sparkling” and “rollicking” this book provides an examination of human history 
through the lens of trade, from the earliest river valley civilization in Mesopotamia to today’s 
globalization.  Mr. Bernstein’s book is a wonderful overview of history with the same degree of 
emphasis on contact between societies as defines the AP World History course.  As you read this 
book do not worry about memorizing the details – there is plenty of time to learn the differences 
between the Tang and the Ming Dynasties - just allow the author’s view of the big picture world 
history sink in.  Enjoy.  
 
Once you have read the book, please complete the following:  
 
  “Re:  Re:  Bernstein Manuscript”  

Imagine that the Bernstein text you have read is actually a manuscript that you have 
recommended for publication.  Your publisher emails you the following message:   
 
Re:  Bernstein Manuscript 
 
Received your email about the Bernstein text.  We are willing to publish, but must condense it so AP 
World History students will be more likely to read it over the summer.  The book is just too long.  Let 
me know which chapters absolutely cannot be cut and we will make decisions accordingly.  Thanks. 
  
Compose an email response to your “publisher” in which you select two chapters from the 
book and explain why they are crucial to the author’s main argument (app. 200 words).   

       
DUE Friday Sept. 4th, 2015 to your AP World teacher    __/20 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Art History Humanities Summer Assignment 
Re:  Bernstein Manuscript: A Trade Centric-Example Society 
 
Create and describe an early civilization or community whose existence was possible because 
of trade.  After imagining a society that relied heavily on trade, compose a script that a 
museum curator, tour guide, or archeologist would use to explain the means by which 
members of the society lived, worked, interacted with each other and the environment, and 
fed themselves (200-300 words).  You will also create three artifacts from your society to 
accompany and form part of the subject matter of your script.  For the objects you will 
explain how the work provides evidence of the way of life of the early society.  Be prepared 
to curate an exhibit of your artifacts.   

 
Trade Centric-Example Society Museum EXHIBIT 

(Tuesday September 8th) 
 

Museum Exhibit from a Trade Centric-Example Society 
Your summer assignment was to create and describe an early civilization or community whose 
existence was made possible because of trade.  After imagining a society that relied heavily on 
trade, you were to compose a script that a museum curator, tour guide, or archeologist would use 
to explain the means by which members of the society lived, worked, interacted with each other 
and the environment, and fed themselves.  You also created artifacts from your society to 
accompany and form part of the subject matter of your script.  For the objects you explained how 
the work provided evidence of the way of life of the society.   
Using your script and artifacts, you will assemble and curate a Museum Exhibit.  Be prepared to 
engage with viewers about your civilization as they observe your exhibit. 
      

Criteria Collections (Objects or Archives) Knowledge (Facts or Stories) 
Clear Theme 
(10 points) 

Objects should be presented and 
contextualized in such a way that the focus 
of the exhibit is clear. 

All texts and media should clearly 
address how the artifacts provide 
evidence reliance on trade. 

Creativity and 
Execution of 
artifacts 
(10 points) 

Artifacts must be handmade.  Artistic 
decision making must be evident.  
Attractive and clear display of artifacts is 
important and should enhance 
understanding. 

All texts in all media should be 
carefully written, addressing the 
visitor directly.   

Engaging 
Communication 
(10 points) 

Objects should be presented and 
contextualized in such a way that they take 
the visitor by surprise—the WOW factor.  
Surprise grabs the visitors’ interest and 
makes them ask, “What is this?  Why is 
this?” 

Engaging communication must be 
from identified speakers, like a 
good guide or curator.  The 
exhibitions need to be as 
personalized as possible. 

Clear conventions 
(10 points) 

A context is created to bring meaning to 
the artifact.  Artifacts are clearly labeled 
and provided with information that places 
them in context. 

Who addresses the visitor?  For 
every text, audio track and video 
the visitor should know who is 
speaking—is it a contemporary, 
an ancestor, a curator? 



II.  Summer Independent Nonfiction Reading Assignment-AP Lang and Comp 
For your independent reading assignments, choose and read a nonfiction book or a collection of 

essays (essays must total at least 200 pages) from the list below.  As you read your text(s), take careful 
notes on the A) main ideas of particular sections or essays and on the B) prose style of the author.  Based 
on your readings, you must complete the following assignments by the first day of school: 

 
Assignment 1-Annotations:   
Choose a representative excerpt (app. 1-2 pages) and write 8 strong annotations for examples of 

significant language use that you find.  Each annotation should  1) link the author’s argumentative or 
stylistic techniques to the intended effects and 2) use a strong, specific, and rhetorically accurate verb.  
You may use the Insert Comment feature of Microsoft Word or copy the passage and neatly write your 
annotations by hand.   

(2pts per strong annotation =16 formative points) 
 

Assignment 2-Essay:  Below are three statements about literature.  You will need to choose one 
of them and defend or refute (challenge) the idea presented.  You will use specific references from your 
text to do so.  You must construct an argument of 300-400 support your idea to the reader.  For this 
assignment, research is discouraged; this response should be original. 
 

Statement 1 
“A story must be experienced enough to justify its telling; it must be have something more unusual to 
relate than the ordinary experience of every average man and woman”  

Thomas Hardy 
Statement 2 
“What lasts is what is written. We look to literature to find the essence of an age.”     Peter Brodie 
 
Statement 3 
“All art is propaganda and ever must be, despite the wailing of the purists…I do not care a damn for 
any art that is not used for propaganda.”    W.E.B DuBois 

 
This response is worth 20 formative points 

 
Select your author from the following list.  

Historical 
Nicolo Machiavelli 
H. L. Mencken 
Virginia Woolf 
James Boswell 
William Hazlitt 
W.E.B. DuBois 
Thomas Jefferson 
Alexis de Tocqueville 
George Orwell 
Winston Churchill 
George Bernard Shaw 
Zora Neale Hurston 
Malcolm X 
 

 
 

Contemporary 
Malcolm Gladwell 
Buzz Bissenger 
G. K. Chesterton 
Richard Rodriguez 
Barabara Kingsolver 
Joan Didion 
E. B. White 
Barabara Tuchmann 
Jared Diamond 
Annie Dillard 
Steven Levitt and Stephen Dubner 
Barbara Ehrenreich 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 
Susan Sontag 
Tom Wolfe 
Wendell Berry 



AP Scoring Rubric 
 

9  Essays earning a score of a 9 meet all criteria for 8 papers and, in addition, are particularly 
persuasive or carefully reasoned or demonstrate particular stylistic command (These essays earn 
20 points.) 

 
8 Superior papers are specific in their references, cogent in their definitions, and free of plot 

summary or restatement that is not relevant to the question.  These essays need not be without 
flaws, but they demonstrate the writer’s ability to discuss a prompt with insight and 
understanding and to control a wide range of the elements of effective composition.  At all times, 
they stay focused on the question and the thesis.  These papers reflect stylistic flair and have 
specific concrete supporting details and in-depth and original interpretive commentary. (These 
essays earn 19-18 points.) 

 
7  Essays earning a 7 fit the description of 6 essays but are distinguished from them by more 

purposeful argument or stronger prose style. (These essays earn 17 points.) 
 
6 These papers are less thorough, less perceptive, or less specific that 9 – 8 papers.  These essays 

are well-written but with less maturity and control than the top papers.  They demonstrate the 
writer’s ability to analyze a text or respond to a prompt, but they reveal a more limited 
understanding than do the papers in the 9 – 8 range.  Generally, 6 essays present a less 
sophisticated analysis and less consistent command of the elements of effective writing than 
essays scored a 7. (These essays earn 16 points.) 

 
5 Safe and “plastic,” superficiality characterizes these essays.  Discussion of meaning may be 

pedestrian, mechanical, or inadequately related to the chosen details.  Typically, these essays 
reveal simplistic thinking and/or immature writing.  They usually demonstrate inconsistent 
control over the elements of composition and are not as well conceived, organized, or developed 
as the upper-half papers.  On the other hand, the writing of 5 essays stays focused on the prompt 
and is sufficient to convey the writer’s ideas. (These essays earn 15-14 points.) 

 
4 Discussion is likely to be unpersuasive, perfunctory, underdeveloped, or misguided.  The 

meaning these authors deduce may be inaccurate or insubstantial and not clearly related to the 
question.  Part of the question may be omitted altogether.  The writing may convey the writer’s 
ideas, but reveals weak control over such elements as diction, organization, syntax, or grammar.  
Typically these essays contain significant misinterpretations of the question or the text they 
discuss.  They may also contain little, if any, supporting evidence, and practice paraphrase and 
summary at the expense of analysis. (These essays earn 13-12 points.) 

 
3 Essays earning the score of a 3 are described by the criteria for the score of 4 but are particularly 

inconsistent in their control of the elements of writing. (These earn 11 points.)  
 
2 – 1 These essays compound the weakness of the 4 – 3 range and are frequently unacceptably brief.  

They are poorly written on several counts and may include many distracting errors in grammar, 
usage, and mechanics.  Although the writer may have made some effort to answer the question, 
the views the author presents have little clarity or coherence. (These earn 10 points or below.) 

 
 
      Total Points _____________/20 Formative 

 


