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Loiederman students explore going ‘Unplugged’ on stage, in 

classrooms 

School examines how connected people are to technology and devices 

by Raisa Camargo Staff writer  

 
Bill Ryan/The Gazette  

Brittany Broadus reads a book during rehearsal on Thursday for the fall play “Unplugged” at A. 

Mario Loiederman Middle School in Silver Spring. Students are not allowed to bring their 

electronics to rehearsal, so they spend their spare time doing homework and talking to each 

other. 
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Bill Ryan/The Gazette 

Brittany Broadus reads a book during rehearsal on Thursday for the fall play “Unplugged” at A. 

Mario Loiederman Middle School in Silver Spring. Students are not allowed to bring their 

electronics to rehearsal, so they spend their spare time doing homework and talking to each 

other. 

More News 

Holiday light show in Gaithersburg’s Kentlands promises to dazzle 

Police warn of burglaries in Bethesda 

Bowie puts focus on felines 

Councilman plans rent stabilization legislation for Montgomery County 

PGCC honors “Partners for Success” 

 

Students at A. Mario Loiederman Middle School are learning the benefits of “unplugging” from 

technology through a fall play they will perform Thursday to Saturday. 

Laurie Bryant’s play “Unplugged” “challenges audience members to consider living without 

technology for 30 days,” according to a press release from the school. 

Unplugged play premieres at Mario A. Loiederman Middle School 
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‘Unplugged’ 

 

When: Thursday to Saturday 

 

Where: A. Mario Loiederman Middle School, 12701 Goodhill Rd, Silver Spring 

 

Tickets: $6 for students and $8 for adults 

The school will perform an adaptation of Bryant’s 2013 play, which takes place in a small town 

of North Creek, Wisc. The town agrees to the competition and a chance to win $30 million. 

Through “Unplugged,” Robyn Paley, the school’s director and theater instructor, hopes students 

will learn that technology should not substitute for daily interaction. Paley said she worries that 

with so much technology, students are disconnecting from each other and only connecting 

online. 

“People are on their phones and tablets all the time. Our students, as soon as the bell rings at the 

end of the day, their phones are out, they have their headphones on and they’re just all plugged in 

separately,” she said. “I thought, well, this is the perfect story to get people to take a step back 

and think about their own habits.” 

The comedic play focuses on several lead characters including SOLOtech founder Tom Morris, a 

reclusive genius, whose company’s products have made North Creek “the most wired town” in 

the United States. Journalist Abigail Rickman, who is heading her family’s newspaper, believes 

life was better before the SOLOtech products were introduced and asks Morris to undo the harm. 

During rehearsals at the Loiederman gym this week, students practiced several scenes, from a 

science teacher who prefers an online classroom to a virtual simulation of a newborn. Paley 

instructed some students to become fully engaged in their acting. 

“Be surprised. You’re not expecting it. ‘Oh, no. Oh, no.’ Then react,” Paley yelled across the 

gym to the stage. 

One student actress, Aryana Briner, said she’s learning more about what her character likes. It’s 

helping her bring her character to life, so the audience gets it better. 

Zahra Barnes, who plays Rickman, said she’s learning to step out of her comfort zone in acting. 

“There’s kind of a flair to her that I haven’t been able to pursue, so it’s going to be kind of fun 

trying to partake in that,” Barnes said. 

Ethan Zoz, who plays Morris, said his primary role in the play is to try to get people off the 

technology his character created. Ethan said he’s learning that technology is great for their daily 

lives, but getting too “hooked” is not what they always need. 



“The story line is great,” he said. “It just implies that it’s kind of a social statement to everybody 

and that’s what I like about it.” 

Paley said students run the show — they painted the backdrop and all of the sets. 

To show support for the play, the whole school voluntarily unplugged from their devices on Nov. 

11. Since then, teachers and students have engaged in classroom discussions on the effects of 

technology in their daily lives. 

“I want to use this show as a way for not just students, but adults, too, to think about how much 

we use it on a daily basis,” Paley said, “and to make sure there is a time when we turn it off and 

engage with each other. Life is offline.” 
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