
Don’t let legislators cut $500 million from education 
$126 million eliminated from local school system budgets? Reduced transportation, National Board
Certification and quality teacher incentive funds? Shifting 50% of your pension costs to your county
government? 

Over the next several days the MD Senate Budget & Taxation Committee will be making budget
decisions that include proposals to cut over $500 million in state aid to education.

These proposed cuts include stripping the budget of any funding of the GCEI, which assures students
in high-cost areas the same resources as their peers, and asking counties to pay for your pension,
which is entirely controlled by the state.  

Contact your senators to remind them that education funding is an investment in our state’s future.

Take action now! Protect retiree benefits 
MSEA supports a bill that would prevent a reduction of current retirement benefits by the application
of a negative COLA. But analysts estimate the bill would increase state pension liabilities by $88
million, a huge expense, legislators say, as they struggle to address a $2 billion deficit.

MSEA–Retired member Grace James reminded legislators at a recent
hearing that the recession is hitting seniors hard.  “Some of us are
considering re-entering the workforce, applying for public assistance or
relying on children or other family members to help meet our financial
obligations.”

Protect retiree benefits! Tell your legislators to support HB775/SB317 without amendments.

Vouchers in disguise
The B.O.A.S.T. bill reached the Senate floor this week, but lawmakers won’t get to vote on this thinly
disguised voucher program until Monday. There’s still time to contact your senator. Tell them to vote
no on SB 385/HB 946.

Vote online to keep this Maryland school running
Roxy Flores, an 8th grade student at Loiederman MS is a finalist for
Pepsi's $250k Refresh Grant. The grant would fund 2011-2012 teacher
salaries, but only if it receives the most votes between now and March
31, 2010.

Vote online now to support Roxy's quest to keep her school open.

Photo roundup – MSEA ESP and membership events
More than 100 education support professionals from across the state attended MSEA’s ESP
Professional Development Day, including special guest Kathie Axtell, the NEA National ESP of the
Year. See photos. >>

Members from more than 20 counties attended MSEA’s Membership Workshop with special guest
and nationally recognized association-building expert Mark Levin. See photos. >>

Celebrate her‐story, not history 
Involve your students in the study of women's contributions to the world
in honor of Women’s History Month. Check out the terrific resources
from MSEA’s Women’s Concerns Committee and from around the web! 

Hurry – there are still spots for the I Can Do It! Workshop 
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