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August 9, 2019 
 
 

 

 

Dear Little Bennett Students and Families: 
 

We are eagerly anticipating the opening of the 2019-2020 school year!   The purpose of this letter is to give you a 

glimpse into the coming school year, share how you can access important school information, and inform you of 

the dates of important upcoming school events. We are projected to have approximately 630 students in 

kindergarten through fifth grade.  The first day of school for students is Tuesday, September 3, 2019.  Our school 

hours are 9:00 a.m. until 3:25 p.m.   
 

Beginning at 8:40 a.m., students may enter the building and should either report to the All-Purpose Room for 

breakfast or proceed directly to their classrooms where they will line up in the hallway until 8:50 a.m. at which 

time they may enter their classrooms.  During the first 6 days of school, kindergarten students will line up in the 

All-Purpose Room by class where they will be supervised by their teachers.  This plan will help acquaint our 

newest students with our school building.  Beginning on the seventh day of school, kindergarten students will 

walk directly to their classrooms between 8:40 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. each day.  Beginning on the first day of school, 

we ask that you say “goodbye” to your child in the car line located in our parking lot, coned off area of the All-

Purpose Room, or front entrance to minimize congestion, enhance safety, and begin to build independence in your 

child.  Remember, arriving to school on time each day is the first step towards a successful year at Little Bennett 

Elementary School. 
 

We are continuing our theme on kindness again this year.  Our motto for the new school year is “Be Thoughtful, 

Be Thankful, Be Kind.” Being thoughtful means showing consideration for others, being thankful means 

expressing gratitude, and being kind means showing concern for the well-being and feelings of others.  We have 

an entire community (families, school staff, and PTA) to support each and every student as we teach and model 

the meaning of being thoughtful, thankful, and kind each day.  It is our sincere hope that our students continue to 

see the value of being thoughtful, thankful, and kind towards others and will make this a daily practice in and out 

of school. 
        

Staff Changes 

We are welcoming a handful of new staff members to Little Bennett this coming school year.  Mrs. Noelia 

Gonzalez was selected to teach ESOL at Summit Hall Elementary School in Gaithersburg.  We will certainly Mrs. 

Gonzalez, but are happy for her as she begins this new position.  Mrs. Andrea Robbins will fill the vacancy left by 

Mrs. Gonzalez.   Mrs. Robbins opened Little Bennett in 2006 as a first grade teacher and taught at Little Bennett 

for several years before taking leave to raise her two children.  With her youngest child starting Kindergarten this 

year, Mrs. Robbins is ready to teach elementary school again.  We are thrilled to have her back!   Mr. Bill 

Malone, our night manager, has accepted the manager position at Jones Lane Elementary School in Gaithersburg.  

Mr. Malone worked incredibly hard at Little Bennett and was always thoughtful, patient, and kind.  He truly 

deserves this promotion, but we will miss him.  We have selected Mrs. Faye Hamlin, currently one of our building 

service workers at Little Bennett, to fill Mr. Malone’s vacancy.  Mrs. Hamlin has always taken great pride in our 

school and is eager to continue working at Little Bennett in this new leadership position.  We have selected Mrs. 

Jessica Novick to fill a new resource teacher position allocated to our school.  Mrs. Novick is an experienced 
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special educator who comes highly recommended from Mill Creek Towne Elementary School.  We also welcome 

Mrs. Mary Lynn George as a new paraeducator.  Mrs. George is a former Little Bennett parent and experienced 

paraeducator.  She will make a great addition to our school.  We are so excited about the incredible people we 

have added to our work family. 
 

Two of our teachers will be on childcare leave at the beginning of the school year.  Mrs. Elizabeth Monzon, fourth 

grade teacher, welcomed a new baby girl this summer.  Mrs. Hollie Nowicki, a former Little Bennett teacher and 

substitute teacher, will serve as Mrs. Monzon’s long-term substitute through November 19th.  Mrs. Heather 

Gleason, resource teacher, welcomed a new baby boy this summer as well.  Mrs. Jodi Willbanks, former teacher 

at Travillah Elementary School and paraeducator at Little Bennett, will serve as Mrs. Gleason’s long-term 

substitute through November 19th.  Join me in congratulating both Mrs. Monzon and Mrs. Gleason and in 

welcoming Mrs. Nowicki and Mrs. Willbanks!  We are fortunate to have two amazing educators fill in for Mrs. 

Monzon and Mrs. Gleason until they return on November 20th.   
 

Teaching Staff 

The grade level teaching assignments are as follows; however, changes in enrollment during August may mean 

changes to the assignments below.   
 

Kindergarten:   

Mrs. Madeline Truszkowski, Mrs. Rachel Fisher, Ms. Susie Chopra, Mr. Mark Harrigan, and Mrs. Tina Garland 

(Learning Center) 

Grade 1:   

Mrs. Martina Basuino, Mrs. Alicia Chilton, Mrs. Melissa Hancock, Mrs. Jennifer Loftis, and Mrs. Tara Johnson 

(Learning Center) 
 

Grade 2:   

Mr. Alex Betten, Mrs. Tracy Craemer, Ms. Marilyn Pecson, Mrs. Andrea Robbins, Mrs. Beth Foster (Learning 

Center), and Mrs. Tara Johnson (Learning Center) 
 

Grade 3:   

Mrs. Jenny Ahn, Mrs. Terri Becker, Mrs. Heather Kelly, Mrs. Mary Ann Paciotti, and Mrs. Stasi Cox (Learning 

Center) 
 

Grade 4:   

Mrs. Allison Hamrick, Ms. Lisa Menendez, Mrs. Elizabeth Monzon, Mrs. Tricia Smith, and Mrs. Anita Askew 

(Learning Center) 
 

Grade 5:   

Mr. Aaron Deeb, Ms. Natalie Fisher, Mrs. Juliet Jung, and Ms. Charlotte Robertson 
 

This school year, we will once again partner with Towson University. Towson has assigned student teachers at 

our school to earn certification in elementary and special education.  Beginning in August, five student teachers 

will join the Little Bennett family.  The student teacher/mentor teacher assignments are as follows:  
 

▪ Ms. Nicole Pender will work with Mrs. Anita Askew in the fall and Ms. Lisa Menendez in the spring 

▪ Ms. Darinka Acevedo will work with Mrs. Carol Dobrzynski in the fall and Mrs. Jennifer Loftis in the 

spring 

▪ Ms. Allie Lamb will work with Mrs. Tricia Smith in the fall and Mrs. Heather Gleason in the spring 

▪ Ms. Emilia Popp will work with Mrs. Terri Becker in the fall and Mrs. Anita Askew in the spring 

▪ Ms. Jill Goldsborough will work with Mrs. Mary Ann Paciotti in the fall and Mrs. Jessica Novick in the 

spring 

▪ Ms. Anita Cauchi will work with Mrs. Heather Kelly in the fall and Mrs. Carol Dobrzynski in the spring 
 



Page | 3  

 

We are very fortunate to partner with Towson again this year as we help prepare future educators and to give 

many of students a “second teacher” for part of the year. 
 

Important Back-to-School Resources Available Online 

The following documents will be posted to our school’s website (www.littlebennettes.org) this summer for your 

reference as they are updated: 
 

▪ Information on SNAP, the computerized school 

lunch account system 

▪ A listing of school bus route numbers and bus stop 

locations (please help your child memorize the 

two-digit route number following the digits 2-6) 

▪ End-of-Day Student Departure Information Sheet 

▪ Parent Handbook 

▪ Discipline Policy 

▪ Information from the Little Bennett Elementary 

School Parent/Teacher Association (PTA) 

▪ A map highlighting the “Kiss and Ride” student 

drop-off/pick-up traffic pattern 

▪ Homework Policy 

▪ Suggested Organizational Tool and Personal Supply 

list 

▪ Lunch menu for the first week of school 

 

New Literacy Curriculum Information 

We are excited that our school is using a new Reading/Language Arts program this year, Benchmark Advance and 

Benchmark Adelante. These programs address key shifts in curriculum and instruction to meet the demands of the 

Maryland College and Career Readiness Standards. All students will have opportunities to engage with complex 

grade level text. Every student will receive a consumable text in a magazine-like format which is designed for 

them to write and annotate the text.  Each book will be used for three weeks. After three weeks of reading and 

working with the texts in class, students will bring the annotated book home, which can then be used for 

independent reading. The texts in each unit are topic-centered and include social studies and science content, 

along with literary subjects such as point of view, theme, and character. 
 

Students will continue to receive small group instruction to support them with the grade level texts, as well as 

read texts on their instructional reading levels. Writing instruction will include lessons that support process 

writing and writing in response to reading. Students will engage in word study including phonics, spelling, and 

vocabulary through reading and writing.  
 

Students will also have online access to many curriculum materials including e-books with audio and digital tools, 

to help students meet higher standards and achieve success. We look forward to sharing more information about 

this new Reading/Language Arts curriculum at Back-to-School Night and parent meetings throughout the school 

year. 

 

Important Calendar Dates 

Our annual Kindergarten Family Meeting for parents of Kindergarten students is scheduled from 1:30 p.m. – 

2:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 29th. Kindergarten teachers will share important information with parents (and 

kindergartners) about daily routines, buses, and schedules.   
 

Our Annual Open House is scheduled for Thursday, August 29th.  This is an advance opportunity for your child 

to meet his/her teacher, other Little Bennett staff members and students, and tour our beautiful facility.  Our Open 

House, scheduled from 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., is designed to reduce beginning of the year jitters, help your child 

prepare emotionally for the start of school, and to enjoy the excitement of a new year, new friends, and a new 

teacher.   
 

Back-to-School Night for parents and guardians is scheduled for Wednesday, September 11th.  This year all 

grade levels will present on one night to make it more convenient for parents who may have had to attend 

multiple nights in the past.  Additionally, all members of our teaching staff will be on hand to meet you from 6:45 

p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  Teachers will each give their presentations three times to accommodate families with more than 

one child.  The purpose of Back-to-School Night is to provide parents with information on the curriculum and 

http://www.littlebennettes.org/
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expectations, to give parents an opportunity to meet their child’s teachers, and for our PTA to share important 

information.  Our teachers are eager to share specifics of our new Reading/Language Arts curriculum.  Since 

Back-to-School Night is for adults only, KidsCo will provide free childcare to all school-age children during 

Back-to-School Night.   
 

Our Annual Fall Festival is scheduled for Friday, September 20th from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  This annual event 

brings families together for a night of fun.  Children can play on the playground and families can mingle in our 

all-purpose room. 
 

Parents and children will be notified of class placements through a postcard from the classroom teacher mailed 

out on Monday, August 26th.  Class lists will also be available during our Open House if your child does not 

receive his or her postcard in time.  Please wait until noon on Thursday, August 29th to call the school if your 

child has not received his or her postcard.  Staffing allocations in Montgomery County Public Schools are based 

on projected enrollment. We certainly hope that at the beginning of the school year our actual enrollment matches 

our projected enrollment. Unfortunately, it may become necessary for staffing changes to occur if actual 

enrollment is below projection and doesn't justify the staffing that was allocated.  If there is a need to make an 

adjustment in staffing based on actual enrollment, I will do my best to minimize the impact of any necessary 

adjustments.  I will keep you informed of any changes that may occur at our school. 
 

On behalf of the Little Bennett Elementary School staff, we welcome you and your child to a brand new school 

year.  Please know that we are committed to the words painted at our entrance, “Experiencing Success . . .  

Everyone, Everyday!” and to building a strong partnership between home and school. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Shawn D. Miller    Charysse Taylor 
 

Shawn D. Miller    Charysse Taylor    

Principal     Assistant Principal  
 

SDM:sm 
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Breakfast and Lunch Information for 2019-2020 

 

Meal prices for the coming school year are as follows. 

 

Breakfast 

Full-price:  $1.30 

Reduced price:  no cost 

 

Lunch 

Full-price:  $2.55 

Reduced price:  $.30 

 

Milk:  $.60 

 

The lunch menu for the first week of school is as follows.  More detailed menu information is available on our 

website www.littlebennettes.org   

 

Tuesday, September 3 Wednesday, September 4 Thursday, September 5 Friday, September 6 

 

Chicken Patty Sandwich 

with Curly Potatoes 

 

 -OR- 

 

Fiesta Cheese Omelet 

with Potatoes, Peppers, 

Onions and Croissant  

 

Baby Carrots 

Salsa 

Assorted Fruit 

Fat free or 1% milk 

 

 

 

French Toast Sticks with 

Sausage 

 

-OR- 

 

Philly Cheese Steak with 

Seasoned Potatoes and Hot 

Dog Bun 

 

Roasted Chickpeas 

Celery Sticks 

Individual Peanut Butter Cup 

Assorted Fruit 

Fat Free or 1% Milk 

Taco with Corn & Edamame 

with Scoops 

 

-OR- 

 

Blueberries with Low-fat 

Vanilla Yogurt and Granola 

 

Salsa 

Salad with Ranch Dressing 

Assorted Fruit 

Fat Free or 1% Milk 

Cheese or Pepperoni 

Personal Pizza 

 

-OR- 

 

Spicy Chicken Patty 

Sandwich 

 

Salad with Ranch Dressing 

Assorted Fruit 

Fat Free or 1% Milk 
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