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The week ahead _  

 
Mon., Nov. 13  4 -5 pm MSA in gym 
          

Tue., Nov.14  4-5 pm – Chess Club (K-5) Media Center 
   4 -5 pm – Drawing with Young Rembrandts (K-5) Art Room 

   4-5 pm – MSA Basketball in gym 
 

Wed., Nov. 15  Model UN meeting 8:15 - 9:00 am 

   Grade 2 Field Trip to Strathmore Music Concert 

4-5 pm – Crazy Chemworks (K-5) 

   4-5 pm- ROBLOX Coding (Grades 3-5) Room 233 
   4-5 pm – Soccer on field 

   Restaurant Bells Mill Family Night at Tally Ho  

    

Thur., Nov. 16  8:15 – 9:15 am – Beginning/Intermediate Spanish (K-5) Room 121 

   4-5 pm – Lower School Tennis (K-5) Blacktop 

   4-5 pm – MSA Soccer and Flag Football on fields 
              

Fri., Nov. 17  8:30 - 9:00 am - Donuts with Dad in APR 

1:20 pm - Early Release - Parent Conferences 

School Spirit Day -- Show your Bells Mill Bear Pride and wear blue/white 

Have a nice weekend making memories with your families. 

 

A Look Ahead   

Nov. 22  Early Dismissal at 1:20 pm 

  Report Cards will be sent home today 

Nov. 23/24 Happy Thanksgiving Holiday with your families 

Nov. 30  Student Make-up Picture Day 

Dec. 5   PTA Meeting @ 7:00 pm 

Dec. 6  Chorus Concert @ 7:00 pm  
 

 

● Donuts with Dad will be held on Friday, November 17 from 8:30 - 9:00 in the APR.  Please 

RSVP if you plan on attending.  This is a special event planned by our PTA to celebrate the 

significant impact all dads and other important males have on your child’s life.  Please join us 

for a fun morning of donuts, milk and coffee.  All children must be accompanied by a dad, 

grandpa, uncle or special friend.    Please do not park in the bus loop that morning as our buses 

will begin to arrive during the event.  There is parking on the street and limited spaces in our 

school parking lot.  We look forward to seeing you.   

 



 

 

 

● ATTENTION ALL GRADE 2 PARENTS                                                       
Our school is in the process of gathering information about Grade 2 students to help make 

appropriate instructional program recommendations for the upcoming school year, including 

screening for  Gifted and Talented (GT) identification.  This process is referred to as Student 

Instructional Program Planning and Implementation (SIPPI).  During the weeks of November 

29 – December2, 2017, all Grade 2 students in Montgomery County Public Schools will be 

assessed using the InView™ which is an assessment of cognitive abilities that measures the 

skills and abilities most related to academic success.  Bells Mill Elementary School Second 

Graders will be taking the InView on Thursday, November 29th, Monday, December 4th and 

Tuesday, December 5th.   We will begin testing about 9:30 AM both days.  It would be very 

helpful if doctors’ appointments were not scheduled during the morning on these three dates.  If 

your child is sick, or a doctor’s appointment couldn’t be scheduled for another time, a make-up 

test will be administered to your child when he/she returns to school.  

 

● We have a very successful Girls on the Run program at Bells Mill.  There are 30 girls 

participating in our program.  A huge thank you to our coaches, Amy Knowles, Dana 

Shauf,Denise Schleckser, Kellie Zuba, Shannon Zlotnik, Jenna DuMond, and Julie Stern for 

their support of this opportunity for our students. Our girls will be participating in the 

Montgomery County Girls on the Run 5K in Bethesda on November 19.  Please consider 

coming out to support our Bells Mill girls in this effort.  You can sign up by visiting 

www.girlsontherunofmoco.org/5k 

 

● Wednesday evening is our Bells Mill Family Night at Tally Ho Restaurant in Potomac.  
Please consider coming out and supporting our school community while enjoying a delicious 

family meal.  This is a great way to enjoy a relaxing meal while participating in and supporting 

our school family.   

 

● Churchill High School is sponsoring a Fall Festival and Turkey Trot on November 18th.  

The race will be at 9:00 am and the Fall Fest will take place from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm.  You can 

sign up @ the WCHS website or at the door.  The cost of the run and festival is $15.00, either 

the run of festival is $10.00, Kids under 10 are $5.00, it is free for those children 5 and under.  

There will be lots of fun activities such as a photo booth, seasonal snacks, face painting, games, 

live music, etc.  Please consider joining this great community event. 

 

 

Health Room NEWS  
Mental Health Fair Set for November 13 

As part of School Psychology Awareness Week (November 13‒17), the Montgomery County School 

Psychologists’ Association is presenting the first School Psychologist Mental Health Fair on Monday, 

November 13. Students and families are invited to participate as school psychologists from MCPS share 

skills and information on a variety of topics, including yoga and mindfulness, early childhood 

development, sleep hygiene, pet therapy, and coping skills. The event will be held from 5:00 to 7:00 

p.m. on November 13 in the Carver Educational Services Center Auditorium, 850 Hungerford Drive in 

Rockville. Enter at the North Entrance of the building. 

http://www.girlsontherunofmoco.org/5k


 

 

 

 

 

MCPS NEWS 

          

Know an Outstanding Teacher, Principal or Supporting Staff Member? 

Awards season has arrived! Nominations are now open for several competitions to honor exceptional 

teachers and principals. They are— 

  

The Marian Greenblatt Excellence in Education Master Teacher Award:  This award recognizes three 

full-time teachers in kindergarten through Grade 12 who have a demonstrated record of promoting 

student success, such as closing the achievement gap. One Master Teacher Award winner is chosen as 

the MCPS Teacher of the Year, and represents the school district as a contender for the Maryland State 

Teacher of the Year award, and could become the National Teacher of the Year. One award winner will 

be named for each level: elementary, middle, and high school.          Each will receive a $2,000 

monetary award. Deadline: 4:00 p.m. on Friday, January. 12, 2018 

 

The Marian Greenblatt Excellence in Education Rising Star Teacher Award: This award recognizes 

a first-, second-, third- or fourth-year full-time teacher in kindergarten through Grade 12 who has a 

demonstrated record of promoting student success. The teacher contributes to a professional learning 

community of students, staff, parents/guardians, and community. The winner will receive a $1,000 

monetary award. Deadline: 4:00 p.m. on Friday, January 12, 2018 

 

The Washington Post Teacher of the Year Award: This award recognizes a full-time teacher in 

prekindergarten through Grade 12 who instills in students a desire to learn and achieve. Each nominee 

must have a minimum of five years teaching experience, three of which must be in MCPS. This teacher 

also must understand the individual needs of students, encourage their talents, and foster their self-

esteem. He or she will demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the subject matter and possess the ability 

to share it effectively with students. The nominee fosters cooperative relationships with his/her 

colleagues and the community and demonstrates outstanding leadership qualities. The winner will 

receive a trophy, a $7,500 monetary award, and a profile in The Washington Post. Deadline: 4:00 p.m. 

on Friday, January 5, 2018 

 

The Washington Post Principal of the Year Award: This award recognizes principals who go beyond 

the day-to-day demands of their position to create an exceptional educational environment. In presenting 

these awards, The Washington Post Company Educational Foundation hopes to encourage excellence in 

school leadership and contribute in a substantive way to the improvement of education in the Washington 

metropolitan area. Nominations may be submitted by teachers, students, former students, parents, 

administrators, or the general public. The winner will receive a trophy, a $7,500 monetary award, and a 

profile in The Washington Post. Deadline: 4:00 p.m. on Friday, January 5, 2018 

 

The Shirley J. Lowrie Thank You for Teaching Award: This award honors extraordinary elementary 

school teachers who have a deep dedication to the teaching profession. These elementary school teachers, 

prekindergarten through Grade 5, must work directly with students in the classroom on a daily basis, 

demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the subject matter, and effectively communicate that subject 

https://www.greenblatteducationfund.org/nominationinfo


 

 

 

matter to students. The nominee should be a teacher who goes the extra mile to ensure that students 

receive the support they need to succeed. Deadline: 4:00 p.m. on Friday, January 5, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


