
 

 
Week Ahead:  

Mon., Jan. 21  No School, Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 

 

Tues., Jan. 22  No School for Students, Professional Day for Teachers 

  

Wed., Jan. 23  Welcome Back! 

Beginning French, 8:00-9:00 am, rm. 218 

   Intermediate Spanish, 8:00-9:00 am, rm. 223 

   Beginning Spanish, 3:30-4:30 pm, rm. 223 

   Power Hour, 3:30-4:30 pm, rm. 164 

   Gr. 3 Brownies 

   Gr. 1 Daisies 

   Gr. 2 Brownies 

   Chess, 3:30-4:45, Media Center 

           

Thur., Jan. 24 Class Photos today 

Head Start Parent Meeting, 10:00 am 

Hip Hop, 3:30-4:30, rm. 120 

   Reading Network, 3:30-4:30 pm, Media Center 

   Basketball, 3:30-4:30, gym 

   Kung Fu, 3:30-4:30 pm, rm. 121 

   Art, 3:30-4:30, rm. 163 

 

Fri., Jan. 25  Club and Group Photos today 

Odyssey of the Mind, Media Center 

   Violin, 3:30-4:30  

 

A Look Ahead   

Jan 28-31 Book Drive 

Jan. 31 Report Cards Distributed 

 

 On Monday, January 28, 2013, Superintendent Joshua P. Starr will visit our community.  Dr. Starr will spend the day 

meeting with staff and students as he visits schools throughout the Churchill, Poolesville, Richard Montgomery, 

Rockville, and Wootton school clusters.  Parents are invited to questions and share ideas with Dr. Starr at his 

Town Hall Meeting, 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. at Richard Montgomery High School, 250 Richard Montgomery Drive,  

Rockville.  Free childcare and interpretation services will be provided. For more information, visit the MCPS website 

at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org and search “Community Days”, or call 301-279-3100.    (Please note, we initially 

invited parents to the morning coffee at Bells Mill, but we have since learned that the coffee meeting is intended 

for staff only.  We apologize for the misinformation.)   

  

 We need your help.  Classroom interruptions distract students from their lessons.  We ask that you please not call 

the school and have office staff interrupt teachers with messages about your child’s dismissal plans. Please send the 
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teacher a note when your child has a change in plans, an after-school activity or a play date.  The teacher will remind 

your child of his/her plans. This will help us reduce the amount of classroom interruptions. We do understand that 

emergency changes can’t be avoided.  

 

 Class photos are scheduled for Thursday, January 24, and club/group photos are scheduled for Friday, January 

25.  Please check backpacks for order forms.   

 

 Our Book Drive takes place January 28-31.  Please send in as many gently-used books as you care to donate, and 

place them in the boxes located in the main hall.   PTA volunteers will sort the books, and on February 1 every student 

will have the opportunity to select one age-appropriate book to keep.  All extra books will be donated to organizations 

in need. 

 

 Registration is open for the 2013 winter session of the MCPS Parent Academy that begins this week. Parent 

Academy workshops give parents useful tips and tools to support their children’s success in and out of school. A wide 

array of topics will be covered during the winter session including college and career readiness, effective parenting 

skills, cybersafety and social media. The schedule of workshops is available at 

montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/parentacademy/.  

 

 The MCPS mathematics website was recently updated and provides important information on changes to 

mathematics instruction, why the changes are needed, and how MCPS is improving math instruction to meet the 

needs of all students and ensure their success. This information can be accessed at 

montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/math/.  

 

 Thank you for spreading the word to parents with incoming kindergarteners for the next school year.  Please 

continue to tell your neighbors to call the school if they have a child who will be 5 years old by September 1, 2013.  

Parents and their future kindergarteners are invited to an Open House on Friday, February 8, 9:30-11:30 am, when 

they can observe a typical morning in a kindergarten classroom (we ask that younger siblings not attend).  Our 

tentative dates for Kindergarten Orientation are Thursday and Friday, April 18 and 19 (by appointment).   

 

 Mark your calendars.  Camp Bells Mill will take place again this summer, July 8–July 26, 8:30 am-noon, for 

incoming kindergarteners through rising fifth graders.  Our camp is taught by Bells Mill staff and helps prepare 

our students for the upcoming school year.  In March students will bring home letters containing registration/tuition 

information. 

 

 Important tips to help prevent spread of the flu:  

-When coughing or sneezing, cover your nose and mouth with your sleeve or a tissue and 

 throw the tissue in the trash. 

-Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough or sneeze, or use 

 alcohol-based hand sanitizer.  

-Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth to minimize the opportunity for infection. 

-Try to avoid close contact with sick people. 

-If you get sick, stay home from work or school and limit contact with others. 

-Students who are ill with flu-like symptoms (fever over 100 degrees and have cough 

      and/or sore throat) should not attend school until the fever is absent for 24 hours. 

 

 

Thank you for being partners in your child’s education. 
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