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Barnsley Elementary School - Where Students are Respectful, Responsible and Ready to Learn! 
 

Principal’s Message 
Dear Barnsley Families:        

 

This week’s message center’s on how to be proactive in helping your child not lose abilities over the 

summer.  Adopted from Ann Svensen’s piece entitled “Stop the Summer Brain Drain!” here are some ideas 

of what can occur in the summer and what you can do to help prevent a summer slide.   

  

Kids Lose One to Three Months of Learning  

Did your child's brain shrink last summer? Probably not, but it may have shifted into reverse, according to a 

study by Dr. Harris Cooper, professor of psychology at the University of Missouri-Columbia. The study 

found that when students return to school after a long summer vacation, they've lost one to three months 

worth of learning.  

Kids Lose Most in Math  

The decline is more detrimental for math than it is for reading. "All students lose math skills," says Cooper. 

It may be because community and home environments give kids more opportunities to practice reading than 

math. The study also found that income has an impact on how much a student loses or gains in reading. 

Middle-class children actually gained in reading over the summer, while lower-income students experienced 

losses. Cooper attributes this to the enrichment activities that many middle-class kids participate in over the 

summer, such as camp and trips.  

What You Can Do  

Your kids don't have to spend the summer stuck in reverse. "Parents can help their kids retain educational 

skills," says Cooper. He suggests the following five tips to kick off a learning-filled summer.  

1. Keep lots of books around and make regular trips to the library. Most libraries schedule special summer 

events for kids. Sign up your family!  

2. Think about what your kids may be learning next year when you plan the family vacation. Talk with 

teachers to find out what they'll be covering in class. If it's a unit on the civil war for example, you may want 

to schedule a visit to Gettysburg. If it's geology, visit a national park.  

3. Keep math in mind. Since kids lose more math skills than anything else over the summer, try to do some 

special planning to find math-related activities. For example, if you can't decide whether to sign your child 

up for "Shakespeare's Theater" or "Math Magic" at the local community center, go with the math.  

4. Consider summer school or tutoring. Struggling kids can get a lot of different kinds of help from these 

programs. Summer school can also enrich and accelerate learning in areas where kids show a special interest.  

5. Talk with your child’s teacher to see if they are aware of any educational programs that will be offered in 

your area over the summer.  

 

Remember to keep it fun! You don't want to sour your kids on learning during the summer break.  In a few 

weeks we’ll be distributing our summer reading and math work for your child. When received please review 

and I encourage you to have your child participate.  We look forward to continuing to work in partnership 

with you to help maximize learning year round! 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrew J. Winter 

Principal 

 



BARNSLEY CALENDAR 

 May 22 7 pm Spring Concert at 

Sherwood High School 

 May 24 Field Day Grades 4 & 5 

 May 25 Field Day K-3 

 May 28 – No School Memorial Day 

 June 5 PTA Meeting with 

Performance by K and Grade 1 

 June 6 8:30 am Volunteer Breakfast 

 June 12 – 7 pm Grade 5 Promotion at 

Richard Montgomery High School 

 June 14 Last Day of School Dismissal 

at 1:20 pm 

 

 

The Next and Final Barnsley Bulletin  

for this school year will be on Friday, 

June 1, 2018

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTEWORTHY INFORMATION 
 

INSTRUMENTAL AND CHORUS CONCERTS 

On Tuesday, May 22, we will be having our Spring Concert at 7 pm at Sherwood High School.  The 

night will include performances by our fifth grade chorus and our instrumental music students.  We hope 

that you will be able to attend the concerts and support the hard work of our students.  

 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR BARNSLEY 

We have been notified that since we move back to our facility over the summer that the last day of school 

for Barnsley will be June 14 with an early dismissal at 1:20 pm.  This will provide more time for staff to 

pack and move back to our school site on Nadine Drive.  Please plan accordingly! 
  
 

 

SAVE THE DATE: GRADE 5 PROMOTION CEREMONY 

Our Fifth Grade Promotion (Graduation) Ceremony will take place on Tuesday, June 12 at 7 pm at 

Richard Montgomery High School. Even with the 2 added days on due to snow/wind/rain we will not 

be changing the date.  All parents, relatives and friends are invited to help celebrate our fifth graders’ 

accomplishments in elementary school, as we welcome the next educational chapter in their lives, middle 

school!  

 

PARENT ACADEMY WORKSHOPS  

The spring season of the Parent Academy will end on Thursday, June 7. Be sure to take advantage of the 

free workshops that will be offered in the next three weeks: 

  

-Navigating the School System 

-Active Parenting Now 

-College and Career Readiness: A Step in the Right Direction 

-Everyday Summer Reading 

 

More information can be found on the website. 

 

 

 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/parentacademy/


TALLERES DE LA ACADEMIA PARA PADRES 

La temporada de primavera de la Academia para Padres concluirá el jueves, 7 de junio. Asegúrese de 

aprovechar los talleres gratuitos que se ofrecerán en las próximas tres semanas: 

 

-Navegando el Sistema Escolar 

-¡Crianza Activa, Ahora! 

-Preparación para la Universidad y para Carreras: Un Paso Acertado 

-Lectura para Todos los Días durante el Verano: ¡Hay Que Hacerlo! 

 

Se puede encontrar más información en la página web. 

 

INVENT THE FUTURE CHALLENGE SUMMIT  

MCPS and the KidMuseum invite students, parents/guardians, and community members to celebrate the 

inspiring work of MCPS middle school students at the Invent the Future Challenge Summit. This free 

event will be held on Sunday, May 20, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Magruder High School in 

Rockville. This event will showcase the work of nearly 500 MCPS middle school students from across the 

district. Students will be presenting their prototyped solutions to the challenge question: “What will you 

make to protect the planet?” For more information, visit                   kid-museum.org/event/invent-future-

challenge-summit/.  

 

CUMBRE DEL DESAFÍO DE INVENTAR EL FUTURO  

MCPS y KidMuseum invita a los estudiantes, a los padres/guardianes y a los miembros de la comunidad a 

celebrar el trabajo inspirador de estudiantes de escuelas de enseñanza media de MCPS durante la Cumbre 

del Desafío de Inventar el Futuro (Invent the Future Challenge Summit). Este evento gratuito tendrá lugar 

el domingo, 20 de mayo, de 1:00 a 4:00 p.m., en Magruder High School, en Rockville. Este evento 

presentará el trabajo de casi 500 estudiantes de escuelas de enseñanza media de todo el distrito escolar de 

MCPS. Los estudiantes presentarán prototipos de sus soluciones para la pregunta del desafío: "¿Qué 

harás tú para proteger el planeta?" Para más información, visite kid-museum.org/event/invent-future-

challenge-summit/. 

 

DRIVE FOR SUPPLIES 

Encourage your child(ren) to clean out their lockers, book bags, desks, and closets and donate usable 

school supplies to families in need through the annual Drive for Supplies campaign. Drive for Supplies 

also is an opportunity to educate students about recycling. The collected supplies are donated to MCPS 

schools and to local and international nonprofit groups. For more information, contact the Student Affairs 

Office at 240-314-1039. 

 

CAMPAÑA DE ÚTILES ESCOLARES 

Aliente a sus hijos a que vacíen sus taquillas, mochilas, pupitres y armarios y que donen sus útiles 

escolares en buenas condiciones para familias necesitadas, a través de la Campaña de Útiles Escolares 

(Drive for Supplies). "Drive for Supplies" es también una oportunidad para educar a los estudiantes acerca 

del reciclaje. Los útiles escolares que se recogen son donados a las escuelas de MCPS y a grupos locales e 

internacionales sin fines de lucro. Para más información, llame a la Oficina de Asuntos Estudiantiles 

(Student Affairs Office), teléfono 240-314-1039. 
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