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Basic Student Service Learning Program Guidelines
Students:
• May earn student service learning (SSL) hours in specific courses, school-sponsored clubs and
organizations that have a service focus, and with preapproved community organizations with
preapproved opportunities.

• May earn SSL hours from the summer after completing Grade 5 through high school.
• May receive a maximum of 8 SSL hours in any 24-hour period. One SSL hour is awarded for every
hour of service outside of the instructional day.

• May not be paid for the service-learning experience.
• May receive SSL hours for service with political campaigns with prior approval by the SSL
coordinator of MCPS Form 560-50 Request for Student Service Learning Preapproval.

• Neither door-to-door canvassing nor financial donation solicitation are
approved for SSL.

• Must earn hours with organizations and opportunities that are preapproved for SSL.
• Must participate in secular activities.
• Must experience 3 phases of SSL: Preparation, Action, and Reflection.
• Must perform the service in a public place under direct adult supervision of the nonprofit
representative (not a parent or close relative).

• Must perform service with nonprofit organizations (exceptions include nursing homes, and

assisted living facilities). With prior approval of MCPS Form 560-50 Request for Student Service
Learning Preapproval, SSL hours may be awarded for direct service to residents/patients in
nursing homes and assisted living facilities.

• Must be supervised by adults representing nonprofit organizations. Preparing bag lunches

and meals for individuals in homeless shelters is an exception to this guideline. Students may
earn hours based on the number of lunches and/or hot meals they prepare and deliver to pre
approved homeless organizations.

• Must document all service-learning experiences on the MCPS Form 560-51 Student Service

Learning Activity Verification. Documentation of service performed during the summer is due to
the SSL coordinator the last Friday in September. Documentation of first semester service is due
the Friday before first semester exams begin. Documentation of second semester service is due
the Friday before second semester exams begin.

Beginning with the Class of 2011 students must earn 75 hours as a condition of graduation.
For comprehensive information regarding the MCPS SSL Implementation Guidelines and all forms
needed to document progress toward this Maryland State Department of Education graduation
requirement go to www.mcpsssl.org or speak with the SSL coordinator in any middle or high school.
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Student Service Learning Program

Best Practices of Student Service Learning
1. The Student Meets a Recognized Need in the Community.
■ Examines pressing community needs. (preparation)
■ Stategizes to address problems associated with community needs. (preparation)
■ Provides direct, indirect, and/or advocacy service. (action)
2. The Student Achieves Curricular Objectives.
■ Uses academic standards to establish mastery objectives. (preparation)
■ Applies academic learning to recognized community needs. (preparation, reflection, action)
■ Assesses progress toward and attainment of mastery objectives. (preparation, action)
3. The Student Gains Necessary Knowledge and Skills.
■ Explores citizenship and career options. (preparation, action)
■ Understands expectations associated with participation. (preparation)
■ Cooperates with team members and community partners. (action)
4. The Student Plans Ahead.
■ Identifies tasks, timelines, and outcomes. (preparation)
■ Assesses own skills and interests. (preparation)
■ Takes leadership opportunities. (preparation, action)
5. The Student Works with Existing Service Organizations.
■ Identifies nonprofit, tax-exempt organizations with which to partner. (preparation)
■ Creates collaborative, reciprocal relationships through involvement. (action)
■ Respects the human dignity and contributions of others. (action, reflection)
6. The Student Develops Responsibility.
■ Evaluates own performance. (reflection)
■ Strengthens character through civic engagement. (action)
■ Participates in a range of service opportunities. (action)
7. The Student Reflects Throughout the Experience.
■ Evaluates overall impact of service and learning. (reflection)
■ Analyzes what was learned from multiple perspectives. (reflection)
■ Explores next steps to continue service-learning involvement. (reflection)

2-06 Adapted from Maryland’s Seven Best Practices of Service-Learning.
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Advocacy in Action: Overview and Guidelines
Student Service Learning in NSL Government: Units 2, 6, & 7
Overview:

Advocacy is an essential element of democracy. Active citizenship that influences long- term
change would be impossible without the skills of advocacy. Through two SSL activities, one each
semester, students learn about and practice the skill of advocacy. Students can choose between
investigating political participation or environmental issues (Unit 2), foreign policy (Unit 6), or
environmental public policy (Unit 7) in order to develop and advocate for a particular course of
action. At least one SSL activity must address an environmental issue. Teachers may also
choose to use different NSL units for incorporating student service learning into the curriculum.

Quick Notes About SSL Requirements
•

The advocacy projects earn 7 (NSL A) and 8 (NSL B) SSL hours. Each semester these hours
will automatically be included in students’ records with a passing grade for the course.

•

Teachers may deny SSL hours for students who do not successfully complete the project.
Submit Form 560-54, Deletion of Student Service Learning Hours to the SSL coordinator.

•

At the conclusion of the project, MCPS Form 560-51, Student Service Learning Activity
Verification must be submitted to the SSL coordinator. A single form, with a list of
participating students, may be submitted following a whole class reflection or each student
may complete the form for teacher review prior to submission.

Advocacy in Action at a Glance
On-Level/Honors
NSL A Unit 2

OnLevel/Honors
NSL B Unit 6
NSL B Unit 6
Research
Project

NEW OPTION
On-Level/Honors
NSL B Unit 7
NSL B Unit 7 Case
Study

When
(suggested)

After NSL A Unit 2,
Lesson Sequence
One

Content
Focus

Government policy,
Election, or
Environmental Issue
Understanding
advocacy

Foreign policy

Public Policy:
Smart Growth

Writing an
effective letter

Writing an
effective letter

2-3 days
(research already in
unit)

1-2 days
(research
already in unit)

1-2 days
(reading and data
included in unit)

Additional
SSL Skill
Focus
Anticipated
Time

AP NSL A

AP NSL B

Unit 3
End of
Unit

Unit 5
End of Unit
or
After AP
Exam

Same as NSL Content
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Advocacy in Action: Overview and Guidelines (continued)
Student Service Learning in NSL Government: Units 2, 6, & 7
Assessed Indicators:
•
•
•

Evaluate issues by stating and summarizing the issue, and drawing conclusions based
on conflicting data. (SFS 2.2.6, 2.2.1)

Analyze problems drawn from social studies, establish criteria for solution, evaluate
information related to the problem, propose and justify solutions. (SFS 2.2.3, 2.4.5)
Investigate and analyze environmental issues ranging from local to global perspectives
(13A.04.17.01)

Instructional Guidelines and Tips
•

The Maryland State Department of Education requires that parents be informed when SSL
activities will be occurring during the instructional day. A letter from Erick Lang, Associate
Superintendent for Curriculum and Instructional Programs, is provided for this purpose.

•

Student grades should be based on the quality of their research, advocacy action plan, and
final product.

•

The advocacy projects are designed for maximum flexibility. How students select topics,
complete the research, and choose appropriate advocacy projects is up to you.

•

The Teacher Checklist is a handy guide for making sure you have met all the project
requirements.

Two Cautions
The Students Rights and Responsibilities Handbook (regulation JFA-RA) states that
classroom activities will “promote a positive learning environment that is safe and holds
mutual respect as an expectation.” While students are encouraged to research topics of
interest, students may not advocate for causes that promote student drug, alcohol and
tobacco use, violence, sex, illegal discrimination, or other illegal activities. If you are
unsure of the suitability of a student selected topic, seek the advice of the department
resource teacher, and/or administration prior to approving the topic for research and
advocacy involvement.
As an officer of Montgomery County Public Schools teachers cannot require students to
follow through on the final aspect of this advocacy activity by mailing the advocacy letter
to a public official, providing public comment at a county council meeting, sending their
editorial to a local newspaper, etc.
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Advocacy in Action: Lesson Directions

Student Service Learning in NSL Government: Units 2, 6, & 7
Introduction
Unit 2: Government Policy Advocacy
Capture interest through discussion of issues or causes in which students have strong feelings.
Discuss the relationship between political participation and advocacy. Use student handout
Overview of Student Service Learning to introduce the SSL advocacy project.

Research

Work with students to identify issues of interest or concern. Review research and project
expectations, processes, and timelines. Advocacy in Action: What Do I Need to Do? is a student
checklist that can help organize and guide student work. Use the student handout Advocacy in
Action: Choosing the Best Advocacy Action to discuss different ways of advocating for a cause
and the strengths and weaknesses of each method.

Complete Project

Provide time for research, choosing a project, and completing the project. Remember: you
cannot require a student to follow through on his/her advocacy project. However, students
should complete all planning and preparation aspects.

Reflection

Collect and assess student work to verify completion of project expectations. Complete a guided
group reflection on MCPS Form 560-51, Student Service Learning Activity Verification or require
individual student reflections using the same form. Submit group or individual reflections to the
SSL coordinator. Group reflections must include an attached list of student names.
Student Handouts
Letter to Parents

MCPS Online Resources
Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center

Overview of Student Service Learning

Issues and Controversies

What Do I Need to Do?

SIRS Researcher

Choosing the Best Advocacy Action

UpFront Magazine:
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indep
th/upfront/features/index.asp?article=pastfeatures

MCPS Form 560-51, Student Service
Learning Activity Verification

Unit 6: Foreign Policy Advocacy and Unit 7: Public Policy: Smart Growth

The SSL project for NSL B may be completed in the same manner used in NSL A. If you choose to
have students write advocacy letters, several additional handouts are included to help guide
students and provide models.
Foreign Policy Graphic Organizer
How to Write a Letter
Advocacy Letter Content Outline
Sample Letter
Public Policy Graphic Organizer
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Suggestions for Trimming the NSL A & B Curriculum
Unit 1: Political Principles and Structure of Systems

HELP!
How do I fit this into
the NSL curriculum?!

Session

Cut Back

Don’t Lose

Lesson Sequence 1,
Session 1 Government
Over Time

Timeline Cards

Introducing broad elements of learning
about Government (Four categories of the
Fundamentals of Government)

Lesson Sequence 1,
Session 3, European
Principles
Lesson Sequence 2,
Session 2, The Impact of
Division of Power

Using Timeline Cards
to read about the 6
Government
Concepts
The Bay News Reader

Use slimmed-down excerpts to introduce
these documents. It is important for
students to know the key concepts and that
they developed over time. Student
knowledge is built on these throughout the
unit.
Use a few short scenarios to underscore the
way national, state, and local governments
work together.

Unit 2: Participation and the Electoral Process
Session

Cut Back

Lesson Sequence 1,
Session 1, Politics and
Citizenship

Role Play

Lesson Sequence 1,
Session 2, The Politics of
Demographics

BCR

Lesson Sequence 2,
Session 1, Influence of
Individuals and Groups

Scenario

Don’t Lose
Role of citizens with competing interests in
a democracy, role of the media
Terms: Common good, referendum,
initiative
If students need writing practice, consider
having students write letters for their SSL
advocacy project. Require thesis, opinion,
evidence, and extension.
After introducing lobbying/interest groups,
discuss role of citizens as advocates.
Introduce the SSL activity and types of
advocacy actions.

Unit 6: Foreign Policy Today
The Unit Six research project on foreign policy lends itself well to completing an advocacy
project for student service learning. Students may use the research they complete for the Unit
Six curriculum as their research for preparing to write a letter to an elected official voicing their
views and concerns.

Unit 7: The Public Policy Debate
The Unit Seven session on Public Policy: Smart Growth lends itself well to completing an
advocacy project for student service learning. Students may use the data and information from
the Smart Growth readings to write a letter to an elected official voicing their views and
concerns about the environment and how to effectively manage growth.
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Advocacy in Action: Teacher Checklist
Use the following checklist to ensure the student service learning (SSL) advocacy action associated with
National, State, and Local Government (NSL) has been fully implemented.
□

Duplicated letter from the associate superintendent from the Office of Curriculum and
Instructional Programs in this guide and distributed it to students to share with their
parents/guardians prior to beginning the lesson.

□

Clearly stated the opportunity to earn 15 SSL hours through full participation in the SSL
advocacy action activities and successful completion of the NSL course. Hours awarded are 8 for
NSL A and 7 for NSL B; no partial hours are accepted.

□

Provided necessary information regarding SSL and the connection to the NSL Government
curriculum and unit of study.

□

Reviewed project expectations, timelines, and processes. Provided necessary handouts and
resources as appropriate.

□

Used completed projects to assess student understanding of advocacy and its relationship to
democratic practices and civic participation.

□

Understood that a public education system cannot require students to execute advocacy
actions.

□

Completed individual or whole class reflection using MCPS Form 560-51: Student Service
Learning Activity Verification. Submitted all necessary documentation to the school SSL
coordinator.

□

Completed MCPS Form 560-54, Deletion of Student Service Learning (SSL) Hours for any student
who did not complete the SSL activity. Submitted the form to the school SSL coordinator.
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Sample Group Reflection
Office of Curriculum and Instructional Programs
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Rockville, Maryland 20850

STUDENT SERVICE LEARNING
ACTIVITY VERIFICATION

STUDENT INSTRUCTIONS: Complete this form legibly in blue or black ink. Submit it to the school student service learning (SSL) coordinator
according to the following timelines:
Last Friday in September: Documentation of service performed in the summer is due.
Friday before first semester exams begin: Documentation of service performed during the first semester is due.
Friday before second semester exams begin: Documentation of service performed during the second semester is due.
student information—To be completed by the student prior to review from the nonprofit tax-exempt organization.
Name Mrs. Smith's 4th period class

November, 2011

Last

N/A

First

MI

Parent/Guardian N/A

Phone: Home

School Walter Johnson High School
Grade N/A
Student e-mail address See attached list of students and ID numbers

ID Number

Work

First Period Teacher N/A

Student Reflection: Think about your service-learning activity and respond to the following questions in a written paragraph below.
• What need did your service address?
• Who benefitted from your service?
• What did you learn about yourself?
•  How was your service-learning experience connected to something you learned in a class at school? (For example, English,
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Arts, Physical Education, Health, Foreign Language, etc.)

Students addressed the need for political action to help reduce global warming
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Everyone in the world benefits from protection of the environment and reduction of global warming; weather emergencies and
______________________________________________________________________________________________
disasters may be avoided, glaciers will not melt as fast.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Students in the class say they learned that it is important to get involved, to make their voice heard, to communicate with elected
______________________________________________________________________________________________
officials who have the power to change things on a large scale.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
This SSL experience connected to NSL A Unit 2, Government Policy or Election Issue.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
NONPROFIT TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATION INFORMATION—To be completed by the supervisor after the phases of preparation
and action have occurred, and the student reflection paragraph has been read and approved.

Mrs. Smith's NSL class
Organization __________________________Federal
Employer Identification # __ __- __ __ __ __ __ __ __ Phone _____________
Address

Street

City

State

ZIP Code

Activity (describe) Students gathered information and completed an advocacy action.

Service Record
From

# Days
of Service

To

# Hours Per Day
(8 in a 24 hour
period maximum)

Total # Hours Completed
(award 1 SSL hour for
every hour of service)

7.5 hours
Supervisor Mrs. Sue Smith, remember to sign below.

teacher, NSL Government

Print Name

Title

Signature, Supervisor

□

11 26 11
____/____/_____
Date

SSL COORDINATOR USE Only
Check if automatic hours are attached to this activity as a result of course instruction.

Verification form submitted to coordinator ____/____/_____
Date

Hours earned previously

+ Hours for this activity

MCPS Form 560-51, March 2011
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= Total hours including activity

Date ____/____/_____

DISTRIBUTION: COPY 1/Student Service Learning Coordinator; COPY 2/Student; COPY 3/Organization

name

Overview of Student Service Learning
Starting with the class of 2011, students must earn 75 student service learning (SSL) hours as
a condition of graduation. You will earn 15 of these hours as part of the social studies course,
National, State, and Local (NSL) Government.

What Happens During an SSL Activity?
Three Required Phases
1. Preparation:

Identify an issue and learn about it. Gather facts and understand different
points of view about the issue. Form an opinion about what should be done
about the issue.

2. Action:

The response to an issue. Here are three ways to respond:
Direct Action. Serve people face to face.
(Ex. Tutoring, reading to children, serving in a soup kitchen)
Indirect Action. Serve people, but not face-to-face.
(Ex. Collecting food or clothes, a fundraiser for cancer research)
*Advocacy Action. Promote a viewpoint on issues of interest using facts
and suggest a change or continuation of laws, behaviors, or policies.
(Ex. Write letter of disagreement, sign a petition, promote new safety laws)

3. Reflection:

Think about the service experience.
What need was addressed?
Who benefited?
What did you learn about yourself?

*Advocacy: Active support of a stand that promotes or opposes a cause, idea, law, policy,
standard, or regulation designed to influence the actions of people and/or government.
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Political Participation: Behaving responsibly politically, such as voting, obeying laws, paying
taxes, registering for the draft, staying informed, and/or advocating for an issue.

name

Advocacy in Action: What Do I Need to Do?
Step One: Preparation


Identify a topic of concern to you and the community. Possible, topics include Inter-County
Connector (ICC), local development, educational issues, driver’s license requirements,
student rights, Chesapeake Bay pollution, global warming, environmental issues, social
security, international issues and policies, and others.



Research and take notes on facts about the topic that help to form your advocacy position.



Form an opinion and take a stance on the topic.

Step Two: Action


Use the Choosing the Best Advocacy Action student handout to consider a range of advocacy
actions.



Consider the strengths and weaknesses of each action to identify the most effective action for
your SSL activity.



Design your selected action of a letter, flyer, PowerPoint presentation, speech, petition, skit,
music video, or debate.

Self-Check: Have you...
Demonstrated knowledge of an issue, included key information and facts?
Taken a stance and made a persuasive argument to support your opinion?
Identified and addressed the appropriate audience to advocate for action?
Proofread written work to be sure it is free of grammar and spelling errors?
Turned the completed advocacy action in to your teacher for grading?

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Step Three: Reflection

&



Complete MCPS Form 560-51: Student Service Learning Activity Verification. Be sure to
answer all questions on the form and give it to your teacher. (Some classes may complete
a group reflection.)
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name

Advocacy in Action : Choosing the Best Advocacy Action
You have researched an issue, gathered facts about the issue, and evaluated different points of view.
You have also formed your own opinion about the issue and decided what you think should be done
in response. Now’s your chance to do something with what you have learned.

Action

Description

Possible Audience

Letter, E-mail, or
Advocacy Paper

Write a letter, e-mail, or paper that
includes factual information to
support your advocacy position.

Government official, community
representative, principal, PTA
president, newspaper editor

Petition

Create a petition: Write a letter pro- Government official, community
moting a position based on factual
representative, principal, PTA
information. Attach a list of sigpresident
natures of people who support the
position in the letter.

Flyer or Poster

Create a flyer or poster that includes General public, students at school,
factual information to support your
shoppers in a store
advocacy position.

Speech, PowerPoint,
Public Comment

Design a speech or PowerPoint
presentation that includes factual
information to support your
advocacy position.

Students, County Council, Board of
Education, SGA, Maryland General
Assembly

Join an Interest Group

Participate in an interest group that
advocates positions based on facts.
Share what you learn about the work
of this group with others.

Nonprofit organizations, advocacy groups such as American Red
Cross, American Hiking Society,
Sierra Club, Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD).

Music Video, Movie,
Radio Announcement,
Skit, or Drama

Communicate your advocacy position through a creative multimedia
presentation.

Students, general public, community organization, radio station

Hold a Debate

Find and design a fact sheet for both Students, community organization
sides of an issue. Include advocacy
positions for both sides.
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Directions. Review the different advocacy actions below. Choose three actions you think would be
most effective in promoting your point of view on the issue you researched. Use the blank chart on
on page 19 to list the three actions and strengths and weaknesses of using each of them. Finally,
you will follow through on one of the three actions you considered.

name

My Action Options

Strengths

Weaknesses

1.
Who would be your
audience?

2.
Who would be your
audience?

3.
Who would be your
audience?

&

Which one of the three advocacy actions, considered above, will you follow through on to complete
your Student Service Learning Activity?
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Name ________________________________

Advocacy in Action: Foreign Policy Graphic Organizer
Name and briefly describe the topic/issue:

Briefly describe the U.S. response to the foreign policy topic/issue:

From your research list at least two facts about the topic/issue that you will use to support your
position and note the source of your facts.
1a. Fact #1:
1b. Name and date of publication for fact #1:
2a. Fact #2:
2b. Name and date of publication for fact #2:

AGREE: With what parts of the U.S. policy do
you agree? Why?

DISAGREE: With what parts of the U.S. policy do you
disagree? Why?

OPINION: Make a reasoned argument explaining the way the U.S. is handling this topic/issue and what you
think the U.S. government should do. Provide details and facts to support your argument.
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Advocacy in Action: How to Write a Letter
I. Include in the Initial Letter Setup:
 The current date six tabs from the left.
 Your name and current address on the top left.
 The title and address of the elected official two returns below your name and address.
 A salutation such as “Dear Senator _______________:” or “Dear Representative ______________:”
two returns below the address of the elected official.
II. Include in the Body of Letter:
 An introduction: State your concern and name the topic/issue(s) in the first sentence.
 A description: Identify the issue and the U.S. policy; Provide details such as statistics.
 An opinion: Reference the current U.S. policy on the issue.
 A call to action: State what you would like to see happen.
 A conclusion: Restate concern and express thanks for considering the
viewpoint expressed.
III. Include in the Conclusion:
 A closing: Consider “Sincerely,” six tabs from the left, two returns below your last sentence.
 Your name: Typed, four returns below “Sincerely.”
 Your signature: In the space above your typed name.

&

Be sure to use proper spelling, punctuation, and grammar throughout the letter.
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name

Advocacy Letter Content Outline Letter

6 tabs

Date (ex. May 1, 2009)

Abigail Student (your name)
100 Honors Way (your street address)
Rockville, MD  20850 (your city, state, zip code)

2 returns



2 returns



The Honorable Senator Ben Cardin (name of person to whom you are sending the letter)
United States Senate (address)
2 returns
Washington D.C.  20510 (city, state, zip code)



2 returns

Dear Senator Cardin:



Paragraph 1:  Introduction
•
State your concern and name the issue (s) in the first sentence.
•
Describe the issue.
•
State your opinion about current U.S. policy on the issue.
•
Briefly write what you think the government should do about the issue.
Paragraph 2: Persuasion and Information
•
Provide more details about the issue.
•
Include at least two facts that you discovered in your research.
•
Use facts to make a persuasive argument for your opinion on the issue.
Paragraph 3: Call to Action and Conclusion
•
Call to action:  Ask official to take some action on this issue.  What do you want the
government to do about this issue? Be specific.
•
Restate your concern and thank official.
2 returns



6 tabs

Sincerely,
(Leave this part blank to later add
your signature written in pen)
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Your name typed

name

Sample Letter

June 1, 2009                                                                     
2 returns


Abigail Student (your name)
100 Honors Way (your address)
Rockville, MD  20850

2 returns



The Honorable Senator Ben Cardin
United States Senate
Washington D.C.  20510

2 returns

Dear Senator Cardin:

2 returns




I applaud recent promises to increase funding of global AIDS programs, but I believe this
funding is still not enough.  President Bush is asking Congress to double U.S. foreign assistance for AIDS programs to $30 billion.  This is a great step forward.  Please support this
increase in funds and encourage your colleagues in the Senate to increase it even more. 2 returns



According to the United Nations AIDS program and the World Health Organization (UNAIDS/WHO), in November of 2006, an estimated 39.5 million people had AIDS in the world.  
Additionally, according to Representative Tom Lantos, who was quoted on May 30 in the
Washington Post, “This scourge has already stolen nearly 30 million lives — more than any
war in human history with the exception of World War II.”  Although treatment for AIDS has
helped prolong lives and prevent some new infections, the epidemic continues to need our
vital attention.
Countries in sub-Saharan Africa have the highest rates of AIDS, averaging 6.1 percent of the
adult population, with Swaziland debilitated by a record 33 percent of the adult population
with AIDS.  (USAID/WHO)
The United States has a responsibility to fund humanitarian efforts to treat and prevent AIDS
throughout the world.   Please ensure that the U.S. funds global AIDS programs to the greatest
extent possible.
Sincerely,

4 returns



Abigail Student  (your signature)

&

Abigail Student
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Name ________________________________

Advocacy in Action: Public Policy, Smart Growth Graphic Organizer
Briefly describe Smart Growth:

Briefly describe the state and/or local government response to planning as a result of Smart Growth:

From your research list at least two facts about the topic/issue that you will use to support your
position and note the source of your facts.
1a. Fact #1:
1b. Name and date of publication for fact #1:
2a. Fact #2:
2b. Name and date of publication for fact #2:

AGREE: With what parts of the Smart Growth
policy do you agree? Why?

DISAGREE: With what parts of the Smart Growth policy
do you disagree? Why?

OPINION: Make a reasoned argument explaining how state and local governments should plan for growth.
Provide details and facts to support your argument.
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This document is available in an alternate format, upon request, under the Americans with Disabilities Act,
by contacting the Public Information Office, 850 Hungerford Drive, Room 112, Rockville, MD 20850, 301279-3391 or 1-800-735-2258 (Maryland Relay).
Individuals who need sign language interpretation or cued speech transliteration in communicating with
the Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) may contact Interpreting Services in Programs for Deaf
and Hard of Hearing at 301-517-5539.
The Montgomery County Public Schools prohibits illegal discrimination on the basis of race, color, gender,
religion, ancestry, national origin, martial status, socio-economic status, age, disability, physical characteristics, or sexual orientation. Inquiries or complaints regarding discrimination or Title IX issues such as
gender equity and sexual harassment should be directed to the Executive Assistant, Office of the Deputy
Superintendent at 301-279-3126, 1-800-735-2258 (Maryland Relay), or write to that office at 850 Hungerford Drive, Room 170, Rockville, MD 20850.
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