
MCPS Class Size Frequently Asked Questions 
 

How does class size considerations impact learning? 

Class size is determined by student services specific to focus areas - students in poverty, 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) and special education. These focus area 

thresholds determine staffing at the school level. According to The Brookings Institution, class 

size is one of the small number of variables in American K-12 education that are thought to 

influence student learning. Class size is only one data point associated with student 

performance and should not be analyzed in isolation, but considered when examining outcomes 

for all students The effectiveness of teaching in every classroom and the expectations teacher 

have for their students are also critical factors associated with student performance in each 

classroom. In addition, opportunities for professional development and additional supports also 

factor into overall student performance. 

 

How does MCPS class size compare to other districts in Maryland? 

According to a March 2018 Maryland State Department of Education study, the reported 

average class size in Maryland in 2016-2017 across all classes was 20.46. Montgomery 

County’s average class size in 2016-2017 was 18.87, according to the same study.  

 

How does MCPS class size relate to staffing? 

Student enrollment and staffing are directly linked. The Office of School Support and 

Improvement (OSSI) reviews every staffing request and resources are allocated accordingly.  

School-based requests for additional staffing requests varies throughout the school year, but 

MCPS directors and associate superintendents monitor staffing requests through class size 

reports and discussions and recommendations occur on a regular basis. 

 

According to the FY 2019 approved budget, MCPS enrollment has grown by 11,895 students 

(7.9 percent) from 2014 through 2019. Due to this enrollment growth, staffing has grown by 

1,267.1 positions (6.0 percent) and teacher positions have grown by 926.7 positions (8.6 

percent).  

 

Is there a process for schools to request additional funding associated with class size? 

Yes. The Office of School Support and Improvement (OSSI) works directly with principals, 

directors and the Deputy Superintendent to review all individual school requests. Principals can 

contact directors to request additional staffing and attach their organizational chart for all grade 

levels. Directors will then review the request and organizational chart to ensure the school has 

maximized all available resources and the director verifies enrollment by available grade 

reports. The Area Associate then confers with the OSSI director to present each staffing request 

to the Deputy Superintendent for School Support and Improvement for approval. 

 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/class-size-what-research-says-and-what-it-means-for-state-policy/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/class-size-what-research-says-and-what-it-means-for-state-policy/
http://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Documents/OCP/SpecialReports/20162017MDClassSizeReport.pdf

