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October 12, 2026

Dear RICA Staff, Students and Families,

I am writing to share an important update about the leadership of the Regional Institute for
Children and Adolescents (RICA). We are sill actively seeking candidates for the next principal
of RICA. Ms. Khadija Mitchell will be ending her time as acting principal October 16, 2026. We
are grateful for her leadership service to the students, staff and families of RICA. In her short
time she has certainly made an impact on the school community, elevating the learning
experiences and fostering a sense of belonging.

Dr. Jeanie Dawson, retired MCPS Director in the Division of School Leadership and
Improvement and former principal, will serve as the Acting Principal beginning October 26,
2026 as we move through the process of hiring the next principal of RICA. Dr. Dawson has
supported and supervised RICA, so we are fortunate to have her join us. Her contact information
is Eugenia_S Dawson@mcpsmd.org. During the week of October 19th-October 23rd Ms.
Shauna-Kay Jorandy, Director, Division of School Leadership and Improvement who supervises
RICA, will be supporting the school with the central services Cross Functional Team. Her
contact information is Shauna-Kay J Jorandby(@mcpsmd.org.

You will continue to receive follow up communication from me soon regarding the process for
hiring the next principal of RICA. To date we have engaged with students, staff and families
through surveys and meetings to explain the process and learn about characteristics you are
seeking in the next principal. We appreciate the input you have provided. Should you have
questions feel free to reach out to me directly at Nicole Sosik@mcpsmd.org.

Sincerely,

Nicole Sosik
Regional Associate Superintendent

850 Hungerford Drive | Rockville, MD 20850
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12 de Octubre, 2026
Estimado personal, estudiantes y familias de RICA:

Les escribo para compartir una actualizacion importante sobre el liderazgo del Regional Institute
for Children and Adolescents (RICA). Todavia estamos buscando activamente candidatos para el
proximo director de RICA. La Sra. Khadija Mitchell finalizara su tiempo como directora interina
el 16 de octubre de 2026. Estamos agradecidos por su liderazgo y servicio a los estudiantes, al
personal y a las familias de RICA. En su breve tiempo, sin duda ha dejado una huella en la
comunidad escolar, mejorando las experiencias de aprendizaje y fomentando un sentido de
pertenencia.

La Dra. Jeanie Dawson, directora retirada del MCPS en la Division de Liderazgo e Innovacion
Escolar y ex directora, sera la directora interina a partir del 26 de octubre de 2026 mientras
avanzamos en el proceso de contratar al proximo director de RICA. La Dra. Dawson ha apoyado
y supervisado a RICA, asi que tenemos la suerte de que se una a nosotros. Su informacién de
contacto es Eugenia_S_Dawson@mcpsmd.org. Durante la semana del 19 al 23 de octubre, la
Sra. Shauna-Kay Jorandy, directora de la Division de Liderazgo e Innovacion Escolar, que
supervisa a RICA, estara apoyando a la escuela junto con el Equipo Funcional Cruzado de
Servicios Centrales. Su informacion de contacto es Shauna-Kay_J Jorandby(@mcpsmd.org.

Pronto seguiras recibiendo comunicaciones de seguimiento de mi parte sobre el proceso para
contratar al proximo director de RICA. Hasta la fecha, hemos interactuado con estudiantes,
personal y familias a través de encuestas y reuniones para explicar el proceso y conocer las
caracteristicas que buscan en el proximo director. Agradecemos los comentarios que nos han
dado. Si tienes preguntas, no dudes en contactarme directamente en Nicole_Sosik@mcpsmd.org.

Sinceramente,

1l

Nicole Sosik
Superintendente Asociada Regional

850 Hungerford Drive | Rockville, MD 20850
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