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Just a note

Many strategies will be discussed this evening. 
You don’t need to use every strategy. Try each 
strategy until you decide what works best for 

YOU! 



Math is… Math is… Math is…

Math is…
Fill in the blank

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hB6bfw622fo


challenging 

Math is…

for life

Math is…
the study of 
patterns and 
relationships 

Math is…

Math is…
Fill in the blank



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hB6bfw622fo


Navigating Math at 
Home



Be positive about math 
● Have a supportive attitude

● Celebrate your child’s 
achievements 





Ask Questions About Topics
● Read homework problems 

with your child.
● Ask them questions about 

math class



How do I help my child…

… be a productive 
mathematical thinker? 

Remind your child that working hard to 
understand a tough problem helps build 
their learning muscles! Ask questions to 
learn what your child understanding and 
help them find a way to get started on a 
task. Encourage them to use mathematical 
language and pay attention to details. 

…be a productive mathematical 
thinker? 

Ask

● What do you think that problem is asking? 

● What’s the word for _______? 
(ex. A shape with three sides) 

● Does your answer seem reasonable? 

● What might you do to get started? 



How do I help my child…

… reason and explain in 
mathematics? 

Encourage your child to explain their 
thinking about a problem and tell you why 
they did something, not just what they did. 
Expect them to refer to objects or drawings 
as well as talk about numbers and 
equations as they share their thinking.  

…be a productive mathematical 
thinker? 

Ask
● How did you figure that out? 

● What were you thinking when you placed 
your game marker there? 

● Can you find a way to prove that? 

● How could you make this easier for 
someone else to understand your thinking? 

● Can you convince me?  



How do I help my child…

… model and use tools in 
mathematics? 

Encourage your child to represent a 
problem in more than one way, including 
building a model, drawing a sketch, or 
writing an equation. Ask your child what 
tools or models they have used that might 
be helpful. 

…model and use tools in mathematics?  

Ask
● Can you draw a picture to show your 

thinking? 

● What equation might represent this 
problem? 

● What tools might you use to help you solve 
this problem? 

● What can you use besides words to show 
how you solved the problem?  

● What labels can you add to your picture? 



How do I help my child…

… see structure and 
generalize in 
mathematics? 

Make a habit of asking your child if they 
notice any patterns, both in their 
mathematics work and in the world around 
them. Encourage them to think about how a 
specific problem is like others they have 
solved and how seeing those relationships 
can be helpful. 

…see structure and generalize in 
mathematics? 

Ask
● What other problems does this remind you 

of? 

● What do you notice? 

● Does that always work? Why or why not? 

● Do you see any patterns? 

● What do you predict will happen next? 
Why?  



Watch Videos for Support

● Search for help 
on online



Practice Math Skills
● Set a timer for 30 minutes or 

less to complete an assignment

● Make it fun! 



Play Games
● Have a family game night

○ Battleship, Monopoly, Sequence, Uno are some examples
○ Games teach number sense! 



Find a balance

● Kids need to be outside, hang 
with friends, and just relax! 

● Try to make math homework 
time positive and manageable. 



Accessing Resources









https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sU6guOll-tGA67jHxoAEG0ysGLd_4zCP7bXPg4l7kX0/edit?tab=t.0
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Online Tools







https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sq5ZgW_S6DrrZoyq1RyHT7tUiYahv7wg/view
https://www.ixl.com/resources/IXL_Analytics_Guide_For_Parents.pdf


https://www.ixl.com/materials/diagnostic/IXL_LevelUp_Post-Assessment_Letter_Families.pdf
https://www.ixl.com/materials/diagnostic/IXL_LevelUp_Post-Assessment_Letter_Families.pdf




Questions
Rachel_B_Rabin@mcpsmd.org (math content specialist)

Elizabeth_A_Golden@mcpsmd.org (8th grade team leader)



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MaHsLR7AQq75EyeycvyhxNcurCUkvc2dCLeMeZ-wQAc/edit?tab=t.0

















