
Discourse Opportunities Within the Instructional Block 

 Ideas For Incorporating Discourse Strategies 
Throughout Instruction 

 
 
WARM UP: 
(5 minutes) 

 Connection to Prior Learning 
 
 

 
 
Carousel Brainstorming         Knowledge Rating Chart 
Corners                                    KWL 
Cube a Thought                      Wordsplash 
First Word                               Give One, Get One 
Fold the Line                              Etc…. 

 
 
 
FOCUS PROBLEM/LESSON 
(20 minutes) 

 EXPLORATION 

 DIRECT INSTRUCTION 

 GUIDED PRACTICE 
 
 

 
 
 
A Rich Focus Problem  
Think-Pair-Share 
Jigsaw 
Roundtable 
Point-Counterpoint 
Five Talk Moves 

 Revoicing 

 Asking Students to Restate Someone Else’s 
Reasoning 

 Asking Students to Apply Their Reasoning to 
Someone Else’s Reasoning 

 Prompting Students for Further Participation 

 Using Wait Time 

 
 
INDEPENDENT PRACTICE  
(20 minutes) 

 

 
 
CLOSURE 
(5 minutes) 

 
 
The Envelope, Please          Paired Verbal Fluency 
The Important Thing            Relay Summary 
Inside Outside Circle           Synectics 
The Last Word                      3-2-1 
Boggle                                  What in the World 
Quick Write 
 
 
 

 


