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evangelical critics would say, experienced a fail-
ure of nerve). In 1933 prominent laypersons
issued a report, Rethinking Missions, vŝ hich ques-
tioned most features of the missionary enter-
prise. Nevertheless, although Catholics and
mainstream Protestants have sent fewer mis-
sionaries overseas, they have continued to sup-
port indigenous churches in other countries and
have engaged in efforts to improve the education
and living conditions of peoples there.

Missionaries hy the tens of thousands, how-
ever, continue to he sent from America, chiefly
from more conservative or charismatic Protes-
tant churches: evangelical, fundamentalist, and
Pentecostal. These missionaries and their sup-
porters still helieve that those of non-Christian
faiths are damned, so that love for Christ and for
other people impels them to evangelize the
whole world. They work to attract converts
who, in turn, vidU themselves hecome missionar-
ies. Through their efforts and those of indige-
nous churches, Christianity continues to grow at.
impressive rates in suh-Saharan Africa, Latin
America, the suhcontinent of Asia, and the Pa-
cific islands.

David B. Barrett, ed., The World Christian Encyclopedia:
A Comparative Study of Churches and Religions in the Mod-
em World, A.D. 1900-2000 (1982); Henry Warner Bow-
den, American Indians and Christian Missions: Studies in
Cultural Conflict (1981).
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See also Evangelicalism; Middle East-U.S. Rela-
tions; Mormons; Serra, Junipero.

MISSOURI COMPROMISE

The Missouri Compromise was an effort hy Con-
gress to defuse the sectional and political rival-
ries triggered hy the request of Missouri late in
1819 for admission as a state in which slavery
would he permitted. At the time, the United
States contained twenty-two states, evenly di-
vided hetween slave and free. Admission of Mis-
souri as a slave state would upset that halance; it
would also set a precedent for congressional ac-
quiescence in the expansion of slavery. Earlier
in 1819, when Missouri was heing organized as

a territory. Representative James Tallmadge of
New York had proposed an amendment that
would ultimately have ended slavery there; this
effort was defeated, as was a similar effort hy
Representative John Taylor of New York regard-
ing Arkansas Territory.

The extraordinarily hitter dehate over Mis-
souri's application for admission ran from De-
cemher 1819 to March 1820. Northerners, led hy
Senator Rufus King of New York, argued that
Congress had the power to prohihit slavery in a
new state. Southerners like Senator William
Pinkney of Maryland held that new states had
the same freedom of action as the original thir-
teen and were thus free to choose slavery if they
wished. After the Senate and the House passed
different hills and deadlock threatened, a com-
promise hill was worked out with the following
provisions: (1) Missouri was admitted as a slave
state and Maine (formerly part of Massachu-
setts) as free, and (2) except for Missouri, slav-
ery was to he excluded from the Louisiana Pur-
chase lands north of latitude 36°30'.

The Missouri Compromise was criticized hy
many southerners hecause it estahlished the
principle that Congress could make laws regard-
ing slavery; northerners, on the other hand, con-
demned it for acquiescing in the expansion of
slavery (though only south of the compromise
line). Nevertheless, the act helped hold the
Union together for more than thirty years. It
was repealed hy the Kansas-Nehraska Act of
1854, which estahlished popular sovereignty (lo-
cal choice) regarding slavery in Kansas and Ne-
hraska, though hoth were north of the compro-
mise line. Three years later, the Supreme Court
in the Dred Seott case declared the Missouri
Compromise unconstitutional, on the ground
that Congress was prohihited hy the Fifth
Amendment from depriving individuals of pri-
vate property vvdthout due process of law.

See also Dred Seott Case; Kansas-Nehraska Act.
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In a speech to the U.S. Senate on Fehruary 2,
1832, Henry Clay stated that almost all the sue-






