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using them to spread propaganda and to make the fighting last as long
as possible. Meanwhile, the United States was getting frustrated with the
deadlock on the battlefield. In 1953, President Truman left office and
was replaced with Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969; served
1953-61), a Republican who won support by promising to go to Korea
if elected. He kept his promise, but the visit had little if any influence on
the peace talks.

An agreement was finally reached and signed on July 27, 1953. It
called for a cease-fire and the withdrawal of both armies about a mile
from the existing battle line, which was just below the thirty-eighth par-
allel. The treaty also called for the creation of a Neutral Nations
Supervisory Commission to enforce the terms of the truce. A conference
would be held to settle all questions, including the future of Korea and
the fate of prisoners of war who refused to return home. In the follow-
ing months, the UN repatriated (sent home) more than 70,000 North
Korean and communist prisoners. In return, they received only 3,597
Americans, 7,848 South Koreans, and 1,315 prisoners of other national-
ities. The conference was never held, and tensions remained high be-
tween North and South Korea.

The Korean War lasted just over three years and cost the United
States 140,000 casualties (dead and wounded) and $22 billion. It pre-
vented communism from spreading into South Korea and proved that
the United States would fight to contain communism.

With the Korean War, U.S. policy shifted from war for total victory
to limited war with no demand for total victory.

Ku Klux Klan

The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) is an organization that formed in the South
after the American Civil War (1861-65). Its members believe strongly
in the superiority of whites over other races. They work to ensure that
the freedom of blacks do not threaten the social advantages of whites.
The original organization disintegrated in the 1870s, but it was revived
in its current form in 1915.

Reconstruction-era KKK

The original KKK was formed in 1865 in Pulaski, Tennessee. Six young
Confederate soldiers organized what they called a social club. They
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adopted disguises, secret signs, and rituals similar to those used by other
fraternal organizations. The name “Ku Klux Klan” derives from the
Greek word kyklos, meaning circle, and the English word c/an, meaning
family. Within months, the Klan’s activities focused on spreading terror

among newly freed slaves and their supporters.

The KKK organized under a hierarchy of leaders and quickly gained
members throughout the South. It served as an underground resistance
to the Republican federal government in Washington, D.C., which had
taken control of the southern states following the American Civil War.
By giving slaves their freedom and taking steps to give them equal rights,
the federal government shook the social order that had existed in the
South. Worried that the governments’ policies would threaten the social
and economic advantages that whites enjoyed, the KKK resorted to in-
timidation through terror to advance its cause. Attacking anyone, black
or white, who supported the rights of blacks, members of the KKK
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whipped, robbed, raped, and murdered their victims. Klan violence
peaked around 1870.

Several factors contributed to the KKK’s dissolution within the next
few years. In 1869, the head of the KKK, Imperial Wizard Nathan
Bedford Forrest (1821-1877), ordered its groups to disband in response
to public pressure and excessive violence. Congressional attention led to
investigations of the group and the passage of four anti-Klan laws in
1870 and 1871. The laws enabled the U.S. government to bring numer-
ous Klansmen to justice. Finally, by the 1870s, the KKK’s goal of main-
taining white social supremacy throughout the South had been met.
Black Codes (state and local laws restricting blacks’ civil rights) and then
Jim Crow laws provided legal means to hinder black equality. The Ku
Klux Klan was no longer necessary for suppressing the rights of black
Americans.

Present-day KKK

The spirit and name of the Ku Klux Klan was revived in 1915 by
William Joseph Simmons (1880-1945). America’s experience during
World War I (1914-18) fed public fears and intolerance. As a result, the
new Klan, revived as a Protestant fraternal organization, widened its
focus of persecution. It opposed not only blacks, but also Catholics,
Jews, immigrants, supporters of the political Left (liberals), and propo-
nents of unionization.

The new KKK grew rapidly, peaking at more than four million mem-
bers in the 1920s. Many of its members won election to public office. The
Klan’s acts of violence raised public anger, and by the 1940s Klan mem-
bership dwindled and nearly died out. The civil rights movement of the
1950s and 1960s, however, revived membership in the Klan. Although it
has survived into the twenty-first century, its membership has fallen to a
few thousand and its groups have become increasingly divided.
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