
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Thought for Today: 
“Piglet noticed that even though he had a Very Small Heart, it could hold a 

rather large amount of Gratitude.” 
― A. A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Incredibly, a holiday that is unusually late this year managed to sneak up on me. Here it is, 

almost Thanksgiving, and I have a whole mountain of blessings to count! 

Number 1 is our exceptional students. Each day I am impressed all over again with their 

desire to do well at school and their cheerful demeanors. This morning, I watched a notebook slip 

out of its owner’s hands in the crowds changing classes, and two students headed the other 

direction both stopped to help pick it up. I realized that each student was from a different grade 

and none of them may have been actual friends, but all three worked comfortably together and 

went on their ways smiling. 

Number 2 is the outstanding array of adults I work with. From the highly dedicated staff to 

the conscientious, supportive parents, our students are surrounded by role models of caring, 

competent, committed grown-ups. (The kids have myriad blessings to count, too!) 

Number 3 is our strong sense of community. It’s evident in the effective collaboration we 

maintain among our cluster schools as well as in the social and service ties that bring us 

together at everything from Poolesville Day to Board of Education meetings. We are a small 

town with a big heart, and even newcomers feel the pulse. Our new bakery – Zaglio’s – at 19639 

Fisher Ave (next to Oriental Gourmet) has been 

open one week today and already is providing free 

cookies to students with straight A report cards. 

And with our fabulously successful students, that’s 

a very generous donation! 

So as I extend sincere best wishes to you and 

your family for a warm and happy Thanksgiving 

holiday, it’s with real gratitude to you all for 

supporting education so comprehensively and 

making my job so rewarding. 

There’s no newsletter next week, but the Back 

Pocket will return in December for the exciting last 

month of 2013. Happy Hanukkah! 

— Charlotte Boucher  

John Poole’s 

BACK 

POCKET November 22, 2013 

Don’t Miss the Play! 

Friday and Saturday 

7:00 PM – JPMS APR! 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/81466.A_A_Milne
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1225592


Hallway Heroes 
Hallway Heroes are students we honor for 

demonstrating exemplary PRIDE behaviors as they move 

from class to class, helping to keep our hallways safe and 

comfortable for everyone.  

The students recognized below consistently demonstrate 

Purpose, Respect, Integrity, Dedication and Effort 

everywhere they go at JPMS. They are Hallway Heroes 

and we are proud to celebrate their high expectations and their Timberwolf PRIDE! 

 Colin Hemingway Casandra Maier Cade Seeley 

 Robert Siegrist Lillian Staples Kelsey Szafranski 

 Kathleen Van Houten Sam Varona Kira Wathen 

 

 

Congratulations! 
Maureen Hueting and Bryce Taylor auditioned for 

the Montgomery County Middle School Honors Chorus and 

both were selected to participate. They will rehearse with 

other outstanding singers from around the County and will 

perform a concert this winter. 

 



Newseum Trip 
JPMS 8th Grade students spent an engaging day at 

the Newseum on Friday, November 15th.  Students 

explored 7 floors of exhibits and hands on activities 

designed to help them understand how the news is made 

and its importance in a free democratic society.   

Highlights include the largest fragment of the Berlin 

Wall outside of Germany, the 9-11 Exhibit, front pages 

from around the world, and the interactive news 

experience.  Students will use this information in the 

coming weeks in US History as we explore the 

foundations of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

Thanks to the parents who helped us chaperone and 

to Mr. McKee for providing photos and comments!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selecting photos for a newspaper story 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Sports Desk     

      Visiting the 9/11 Exhibit 

 

Friends 

Helping 

Friends 
If it’s Friday, it’s time for 

the mile run. On a chilly 

November morning last week, 

this group of boys helped a 

friend run his personal best 

time by running an extra lap 

with him – after their miles 

were finished – to show their 

support. Great kids showing 

their PRIDE and making a 

difference! 

Come to the Play! 

 

November 22 & 23 

this Friday & Saturday! 

7:00 PM 

in the JPMS 

All Purpose Room 



Cyber Awareness =         

Cyber Safety 
The co-captains of the award-winning PHS 

Computer Science Team, Chris Thompson (a 

JPMS alum) and Carolina Zarate, spoke to all 

three grades this week about online security. 

They explained that every time we use our 

computers we are leaving digital footprints 

that may never be wiped away. 

Interactive demonstrations showed how 

unprotected information can be stolen from 

your computer and explained why files you 

thought you had deleted were still visible to 

people who know how to find them. 

It was an informative and important assembly for our students, and a great way for us to see 

two outstanding high school students using their expertise to help younger kids.  
   

    

    



Recycling Team 6 
John Poole is a Maryland Green School, and we 

are proud of our work to create and sustain a 

clean and healthy environment.  

Recently, our sixth grade has stepped up to lead 

our recycling program. Under Mr. Boettner’s 

guidance, teams of sixth graders are rotating the 

responsibilities of collecting classroom 

recyclables. This way, every student has a chance 

to contribute to the project. 

Because our recycling is done by MCPS and not 

the town of Poolesville, we must still separate 

paper from plastic bottles and metal cans. Extra 

mixed paper bins have been provided in the 

hallways along with one bin on each hall with a 

special lid for drink containers. We are asking everyone to help by putting waste in 

the correct bins and making it easy for the recycling team to complete their 

collections without interrupting instruction. So far, it’s been a great success! 

  

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/schools/poolems/parents/4.%20PTSA%20Membership%20Form.pdf 

 

 Thanks to our Wonderful 

PTSA for your constant 

generosity and support! 

Happy Thanksgiving 

to all our families! 
 

JPMSPTSA@gmail.com 

 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/schools/poolems/parents/4.%20PTSA%20Membership%20Form.pdf
mailto:gotlewski@msn.com
mailto:JPMSPTSA@gmail.com


 Student Service Learning 

(SSL) Notes     Give a Little Time…Make a Big Difference 

 Keep Track of the SSL graduation requirement:  See the number of SSL hours 

required, the number of hours completed, and the number of hours remaining on 

each report card.   

 Holidays and early release days are great SSL times to Give a Little Time and Make 

a Big Difference.  Plan ahead! 

 Remember:  All service must occur in a public place... not a private residence.  

There is a maximum of 8 SSL hours that can be earned in a 24-hour period. 

 All service for which SSL hours are desired must be supervised by an adult 

representing an official, approved, nonprofit, tax exempt organization not a parent 

or relative. 

 The SSL graduation requirement does not take the place of what students do to 

support their neighbors, family members, and members of their faith-based 

organizations.  SSL addresses a need in the greater community through secular 

service.  

  



Noteworthy 
 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that all students staying after school must be supervised 

Staying for supervised activities is great – staying to hang out with friends is not. Thanks! 

MCPS Community Forums on Bell Times 

Superintendent Joshua Starr is recommending that MCPS consider changing school starting 

and ending times, also known as bell times. Dr. Starr is recommending that high schools start 50 

minutes later, middle schools start 10 minutes earlier, and that the elementary school day be 

extended by 30 minutes. MCPS would like to hear from you on this proposal. The district will 

provide various opportunities for members of the community to give input, including community 

forums, focus groups, surveys, Neighbor-to-Neighbor discussions, and email 

(belltimes@mcpsmd.org).  Upcoming forums are as follows: 

-Monday, December 16: Richard Montgomery High School, 250 Richard Montgomery Drive, 

Rockville 

-Monday, January 6: Seneca Valley High School, 19401 Crystal Rock Drive, Germantown 

-Monday, February 10: Montgomery Blair High School, 51 University Blvd., East, Silver Spring 

Free child care (ages 4 and older) and interpretation services will be provided. For more 

information about the bell times proposal and ways you can provide input, visit 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org, search “bell times.” 

Foros Comunitarios de MCPS para Discutir Cambios en el Horario de Timbres 

El Superintendente Joshua Starr está recomendando que MCPS considere cambiar el horario inicio 

y salida de la escuela, también conocidos como Horario de Timbres. El Dr. Starr está 

recomendando que las escuelas secundarias comiencen 50 minutos más tarde , las escuelas de 

enseñanza media comiencen 10 minutos antes , y que la jornada escolar de la escuela elemental se 

extienda 30 minutos. A MCPS le gustaría saber su opinión acerca de esta propuesta. El distrito 

proporcionará diversas oportunidades para que los miembros de la comunidad proporcionen sus 

comentarios , incluidos los foros comunitarios, grupos de enfoque, encuestas, discusiones de 

Neighbor to Neighbor y correo electrónico (belltimes@mcpsmd.org) . Los próximos foros están 

programados para : 

- Lunes, 16 de diciembre : Richard Montgomery High School, 250 Richard Montgomery 

Drive, Rockville 

- Lunes, 06 de enero : Seneca Valley High School , 19401 Crystal Rock Drive, Germantown 

- Lunes, 10 de febrero : Montgomery Blair High School, 51 University Blvd. East, Silver 

Spring  

Se ofrecerán servicios gratuitos de cuidado de niños (mayores de 4 años) e interpretación. Para 

obtener más información acerca de propuesta de Horario de Timbres y maneras de proporcionar su 

opinión, visite www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org y busque "Horarios de Timbres" 
  

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
mailto:belltimes@mcpsmd.org
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/


  



After School Activities 

RecXtra has returned to John Poole this year 

with a full schedule of after school activities. 

Students need to listen to the morning 

announcements or follow them online at our 

website to be ready to participate in the 

programs that interest them.  

If you have any suggestions for programs you would like to lead or to see offered at JPMS, 

please contact Mrs. Crutchfield at Winessa_R_Crutchfield@mcpsmd.org.    

Activities begin after school at 2:30 p.m. 

Activity buses are provided on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 

except on early dismissal days or the day before a holiday.  They leave JPMS 

at 4:00 p.m. 

Homework Club (Tuesday) 

Drama Club (Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday) 

Basketball Practice (Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday) 

Extended Day Reading Classes (Tuesday) 

Zumba Club (Tuesday) 

Leo Club (Wednesday) 

HERO Club (Wednesday) 

Magnet Prep Class (Wednesday) – Class Full 

Yoga (Wednesday and Thursday) 

Jazz Band (Wednesday) 

Newspaper Club (Wednesday) 

Math Extended Day (Thursday) 

Running Club (December 4, 11, & 18; January 8, 15, 22, & 29; February 5, 12, 19, & 26; 

March 5) 

Coming Soon: Algebra Support Class!  

Watch for signup information, because space will be limited! 

Teaching Digital Responsibility  
At JPMS, the theme of “Kindness Counts” will be part of our programming all year. The 

particular aspect of our theme featured throughout November is digital responsibility.  

We all recognize that Cyber bullying is a problem, but it may not always be clear what to look for 

or what to do about it. Here are some web resources you might find helpful in working with us to 

keep your children safe and teach them positive ways to use their electronic resources.  

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/educate-families/tip-sheets  

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/digitalcitizenshipweek?utm_source=2013_10_Newsletter_1&utm

_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly  

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-top-10-cyberbullying-

questions?utm_source=100713_Parent+Default&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly  

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/poolems/news/news.aspx?id=85664
mailto:Winessa_R_Crutchfield@mcpsmd.org
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-top-10-cyberbullying-questions?utm_source=100713_Parent+Default&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-top-10-cyberbullying-questions?utm_source=100713_Parent+Default&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly




 



 

 
November 22 & 23 JPMS Drama Club fall play: Yearbook (7:00 p.m.) 

November 27  Early Release 

    Honor Roll Celebrations  

(Grade 8 – 8:10 a.m.; Grade 7 – 9:10 a.m.; Grade 6 – 11:10 a.m.)  

November 28  Hanukkah Begins 

November 28 & 29 Holiday – Thanksgiving 

December 6  Leader of the Pack Ceremony (7:15 a.m.) 

December 7  Magnet Testing at PHS 

December 13  Interims Mailed 

December 14  Magnet Testing for Special Needs Students at Richard Montgomery HS 

December 16  Blue Ribbon Monday (Wear Blue) 

December 19  Grade 8 Field Trip – National Air and Space Museum 

    Winter Concert – 7:00 p.m. 

December 23 -31   Winter Break (No School for Students and Teachers) 

January 1   Holiday – New Year’s Day 
 

JPMS Basketball Schedule 
    

December 12 Boys play Clemente at JPMS (2:40 p.m.) 
December 12  Girls play Clemente at Clemente (3:00 p.m.) 

December 18 Girls play Kingsview at JPMS (2:40 p.m.)   
December 18  Boys play Kingsview at Kingsview (3:00 p.m.) 

January 28  Boys play Baker at JPMS (2:40 p.m.) 
January 28  Girls play Baker at Baker (3:00 p.m.) 

January 30  Girls play Neelsville at JPMS (2:40 p.m.)  

January 30  Boys play Neelsville at Neelsville (3:00 p.m.) 

February 5  Girls play Rocky Hill at JPMS (2:40 p.m.)   
February 5  Boys play Rocky Hill at Rocky Hill (3:00 p.m.) 

February 11  Boys play King at JPMS (2:40 p.m.) 
February 11  Girls play King at King (3:00 p.m.) 

  

Save the Date! 
Important events you won’t want to miss! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Poolesville High School Athletics (Winter) 

            
 

 

 

 

  

Magnet Dates 
Testing for Magnet 

Programs 

December 7 

Snow Date December 14 
8:00 – 11:00 AM PHS 

Special Needs 

Testing for Magnet 

Programs 

December 8 

Snow Date December 15 
8:00 – 11:00 AM Richard Montgomery HS 

Notification of 

Magnet Selection 

Results 

By mid-February 2014 

PHS NEWS 
Go Falcons! 

Boys Varsity Basketball 

12/6/13 7:00 p.m. PHS vs. B-CC HS at B-CC HS 

12/10/13 7:00 p.m. PHS vs. Gaithersburg HS at PHS 

12/13/13 7:00 p.m. PHS vs. Watkins Mill HS at PHS 

 

Girls Varsity Basketball 

12/6/13 7:00 p.m. PHS vs. B-CC HS at PHS 

12/10/13 7:00 p.m. PHS vs. Gaithersburg HS at Gaithersburg HS 

12/13/13 7:00 p.m. PHS vs. Watkins Mill HS at Watkins Mill HS 

 

CoEd Varsity Swim and Dive 

12/7/13 2:30 p.m. PHS and Springbrook at Montgomery College - Takoma  

12/14/13 11:30 a.m. PHS and Walter Johnson at Kennedy Shriver Aquatic Center 

 

Boys Varsity Wrestling 

12/07/13 2:30 p.m. PHS vs. Einstein HS at PHS 

12/11/13 6:00 p.m. PHS vs. Magruder HS at PHS 

12/17/13 6:00 p.m. PHS vs. Wheaton HS at Wheaton HS 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision:  
The Timberwolf community 

experiences joy in learning, 

celebrates excellence, and 

values positive relationships. 

Our Mission:  
At John Poole Middle School, 

our mission is to: 

 promote joy in learning 

through motivation and 

engagement 

 celebrate excellence by 

acknowledging 

achievement 

  foster a shared 

responsibility for 

academic and social 

success 

 value positive 

relationships, thereby 

promoting a respectful 

and  supportive learning 

environment 

    JPMS  

 Timberwolves 

    live with 

P urpose 

R espect 

I  ntegrity 

D edication 

E ffort 

Call 

John Poole! 
 

Main Office  301-972-7979 

Counseling 301-972-7980 

Cafeteria 301-407-1037 

Health Room 301-407-1029 

  

And Ask for… 

Principal  - Mrs. Boucher          Assistant Principal - Ms. Lemon 

Technology & Arts IRT & Grade Level Coordinator - Mr. Grotenhuis 

English IRT - Mrs. Lindsay 

Social Studies IRT - Ms. Nachlas 

Math IRT - Mr. McKay 

Science IRT - Mrs. Callaghan 

Special Education IRT -  Ms. Turnbull 

Counseling - (Ms. Kitts, Secretary)        Mrs. Arnold - Mrs. Eisenberg 

 

 


