Literacy Night Websites
Articles for Parents
Mission:  Making a Love of Reading Happen
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/14/nyregion/nyregionspecial2/14Rparenting.html?_r=1
GREAT article from the New York Times about encouraging children to read
A Father-Daughter Bond:  Page by Page:   A different kind of streak.


http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/21/fashion/21GenB.html
NWEA website.  Learn about MAP-R testing and what RIT scores and lexile reading levels are all about. 

http://www.nwea.org/about-nwea/newsletter  (click on students & parents tab)
Once you understand lexile reading levels, visit this site to find books that match different reading levels.

http://www.lexile.com/findabook/
Books for Boys

Boys Read

http://boysread.org/books.html
The mission of this website is to transform boys into lifelong learners and lovers of books.  To meet this challenge, this site has links to authors and book title web sites arranged by grade level (First Books. Middle Grades, and Young Adults).   Lots to explore, including articles about boys’ literacy and suggestions for parents on ways to encourage their children to read.
Guys Read

http://www.guysread.com/
This site was started by author Jon Scieszka.  Contains book suggestions arranged by subjects such as Outer Space (but without aliens), Action/Adventures, Great Series, and Books with at least one explosion), also has book lists created by authors, and a book of the month.  
General Reading Sites
ReadKiddoRead

http://www.readkiddoread.com
The author James Patterson started this site to hook children on books for life.  It features interviews he has conducted with authors, and a great selection of fiction and nonfiction book titles arranged by age level.  For each book, brief description is included along with a list of related books.
A Book and A Hug

http://www.abookandahug.com/
Designed with a search tool that lets a reader search by keyword, results include a description of the book, age level, and a picture of the book cover.  Additional features include browsing by categories and books for boys.  Using the keyword “middle reader-careful content” screens out books with more mature content. 
Reading Suggestions Portal

 http://bookleads.wikispaces.com/reading+suggestion+portals
Links to may sites where students can browse for books of interest to them.

Historical Fiction
http://bookgirl3.tripod.com/historicalfiction.html
Books are arranged by country and time period.  Includes picture of book cover and brief summary for each book.

What Should I Read next?

http://www.whatshouldireadnext.com/search
Type in a title or author and up pops a list of book suggestions.
For Younger Children

Clifford Interactive Storybooks
http://teacher.scholastic.com/clifford1/
Chose between English or Spanish for read aloud fun.  Also has fun phonics games including concentration where children match middle letter sounds, and a video interview with the author.
Author and illustrator Mo Willem’s Home Page
http://www.mowillems.com/
Author and illustrator Jan Brett’s Home Page
http://www.janbrett.com/
Jeff Kinney’s Home page (Diary of a Wimpy Kid series)
http://www.wimpykid.com/
Poetry

Create your own poems by filling in the blanks.  Instant Poem Forms is not as pretty as the other two, but prompts the writer for certain things depending on which poem type the writer chooses. Just a few of the choices are "I like Spring..." and "List Poem."
http://ettcweb.lr.k12.nj.us/forms/newpoem.htm
Fridge magnet poetry on-line!

http://www.thepixiepit.co.uk/magnets.htm
Poetry for Kids
Poem and word games, tips for writing poems, silly poems to read, and a rhyming dictionary.  Lots of fun!
http://www.poetry4kids.com/
Magnetic  poetry and much more!  Kits for Story Making, Best friends, and First Words.
http://www.magneticpoetry.com/kidspoetry/playonline.cfm
Interactive support as students write their own shape, acrostic, and diamante poems.
http://www.readwritethink.org/ 

Concrete Poetry allows students to pick one of 9 nature shapes (leaf, butterfly, and squirrel) and create a shape poem. Students can also color their shape and add their own words to the word bank.
http://www.wild-about-woods.org.uk/elearning/concretepoetry/
 
