Good evening John Poole Middle School families,
This is Mr. Green with your weekly updates for January 8 - January 12, 2024.
This week we have Winter MAP Testing on Wednesday and Thursday.  There is also a PTSA meeting on Tuesday evening.
Attention all parents of students who are bus riders.  There will be a special meeting following the PTSA meeting on Tuesday night at 7:30 p.m.  The Zoom information will be shared in a separate email on Monday.  We are piloting a self-service bus app that allows parents/guardians to track their child’s assigned bus routes, complete with planned pickup and drop off locations and times.  Parents/guardians can track the bus in real time during hours of transportation and configure notifications to send an alert when the bus is nearing pickup or drop off.
1. Real-time bus location and information for assigned routes
1. Planned location and time for assigned bus stops
1. Customizable notifications and alerts
1. Available on a mobile device
1. Secure and reliable for parents/guardians
As an MCPS parent myself, I have had the opportunity to preview this app and it appears to be very beneficial.  Please consider attending this meeting.  We will record the meeting and the presentation will be shared following the meeting, in case you are unable to attend.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Winter MAP Testing
Fall MAP testing for all grade levels will occur on Wednesday, January 10th (MAP-R) and Thursday, January 11th (MAP-M).  Students will follow this modified bell schedule on both days.  Prior to the first day of testing, student testing groups will be posted by the main building entrance and at the end of each hallway.  Data collected from Winter MAP testing will be used to determine students’ current performance levels in the areas of literacy and math and to inform instruction.  Please contact Jacqueline_L_Orrence@mcpsmd.org with any questions.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
During the December 5, 2023, Board of Education (Board) business meeting, the Board adopted the 2024–2025 School Year calendar. The calendar is responsive to community input, offers limited instructional disruptions, and maintains 182 days of instruction. Mark your calendar for the first day of school next year. Please use the links provided to access the 2024–2025 School Year calendars.
1. 2024-2025 Traditional School Year Calendar
1. 2024-2025 Innovative School Year Calendar
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PHS Student Tutors/Mentors
On Wednesday, January 10, we will have PHS students coming to JPMS to support our students.  High School students will be ready to help students with their homework and will assist students with whatever help they may need.  Please consider joining us after school on Wednesday.  Please listen to the announcements this week for more information.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Drama Production Update
We have had to change the dates for our drama productions.  The plays will no longer take place in December.  The new dates are now Friday, January 19 and Friday, January 26, 2024.  The shows will begin at 6:30 p.m. We hope to see you then! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PHS PTA Store for current 8th grade (future PHS class of 2028) families
The Poolesville High School PTSA has decided to try something fun for the incoming freshman. They switched their swag shop from just serving their current families to having 2028 gear for families of JPMS.  The store will open on Monday, December 18.  Please use the following link:  
https://phsclass2028.itemorder.com/shop/home/
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
YEARBOOK NEWS:
The 2023-2024 John Poole Yearbook is currently available for purchase at Jostens.com. Personalization is available through January 26, 2024.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please continue to check the myMCPS Classroom calendar or our JPMS school webpage for the most updated information, including upcoming events, bus routes, and other happenings occurring at school.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please mark your calendars for these important upcoming events:
Wednesday, January 10 - MAP-R Testing
Wednesday, January 10 - Basketball vs. King MS.  Girls are home, Boys are at King MS.
Thursday, January 11 - MAP-M Testing
Monday, January 15 - NO SCHOOL
Wednesday, January 17 - Basketball vs. Ridgeview.  Boys are home, Girls are at Ridgeview MS
Tuesday, January 23 - Basketball vs. Kingsview.  Girls are home, Boys are at Kingsview MS
Friday, January 26 - End of 2nd Marking Period
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Have a great night and a wonderful week!  
Mr. Green

