
Margin
Completely invisible

No background color

Will not obstruct elements behind it

Can apply all around

Or just to certain side



Border
Outlines visible portion of element

Can apply style, thickness, and color to it

Can apply all around

Or just to certain side



Padding
Defines space between content area and 
border

Will take on background color of content if 
it has color

Can apply all around

Or just to certain side



Content Area
Space taken up by content itself



Setting Dimensions
Element{

width: 200px;
border: 10px solid #99c;
padding: 20px;
margin: 20px;

}

Only applies to Content 
Area!

240px
200 content +
20 padding +
20 padding

10px
border

10px
border

20px margin 20px margin

Whole Rigmarole Consumes 300 px! 



Total Width
Content area width +
Left padding +
Right padding +
Left margin +
Right margin+
Left border +
Right border

If aiming for a specific width, need to take 
into account all values


