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Welcome to
Argyle Magnet Middle School

New Caregiver Orientation
SY23-24
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Orientation Topics
● Argyle School Information

● ParentVUE & myMCPS Classroom (Canvas)

● Outdoor Education

● Content Class Summary

● SSL Hours

● After School Activities

● Important Dates

● Q & A

● Building Tour
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Ms. Cortney Chao

Ms. Hannah Turner

Assistant Principal

6th Grade Administrator

Mr. James Allrich

Administrative Team

Mr. Ricardo Hernandez

Principal

Principal Intern

7th Grade Administrator

Magnet Coordinator

8th Grade Administrator



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Main Office Secretary Staff

Ms. Johanna Chavarria Ms. Patricia Hernandez

Ms.  Aracelli Ramirez

Administrative 
Secretary

Main Office Secretary

Guidance Secretary & 

Registrar
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Ms. Anita Lopez
Restorative Justice 
Counselor

Counseling Team

Mr. Matt Lilja Ms. Patricia 
Hernandez

Ms.  Genevieve 
Dewitt

Resource Counselor
Student Service 
Learning Coordinator Main Office 

Secretary

6th Grade 
Counselor

Ms. Patricia 
Hernandez
Main Office 
Secretary
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Outdoor 

Education 

Coordinator

English 6 

Teacher

 

6th Grade 
Team

Ms. Hannah Turner
Ms. Morgan Penn

Ms. Katie Belle

6th Grade 

Administrator

6th Grade 

Team Leader

Science 6 

Teacher
Mr. Sean Smyth

6th Grade 

Co-Team Leader

World Studies 6 

Teacher

Mr. Matt Lilja

Resource & SSL 

Counselor

Ms. Anita Lopez

Restorative Justice 

Counselor

Genevieve Dewitt

6th Grade 

Counselor
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7th Grade 
Team

Mr. Ricardo 
Hernandez

Ms. Jennifer Aguiar

7th Grade 
Administrator

7th Grade Team 

Leader

English 7 Teacher

Ms. Sam Gianicolo
7th Grade Co-Team 

Leader

Theater Teacher

Mr. Matt Lilja

Resource & SSL 

Counselor

Ms. Anita Lopez

Restorative Justice 

Counselor

Ms. Kristen Andich

7th Grade 

Counselor
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8th Grade 
Team

Ms. Cortney Chao

Mr. Paul 
Rubino

Magnet Coordinator
8th Grade 
Administrator

8th Grade 
Team Leader
Math 8 Teacher

Ms. Yvette 
Edwards
8th Grade Co-Team 
Leader
Cybersecurity & 
Capstone Coordinator

Mr. Matt Lilja

Resource & SSL 
Counselor

Ms. Anita Lopez

Restorative Justice 
Counselor

Ms. Miyah Ford 

8th Grade 
Counselor
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School Hours & Transportation
MAIN OFFICE PHONE: (240) 740 - 6370

School Hours:
● 8:05 am - 3:00 pm

Transportation:
● School Bus
● Car/Carpool
● Metro
● Walk
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**New This Year**

MCPS is working to provide buses 
for Out of Consortium families. 
Check your email for the survey that 
was sent on July 24. If you cannot find 
the email with the survey, please let us 
know so we can send it to you!

Transportation: Out of Consortium Bus Request
MAIN OFFICE PHONE: (240) 740 - 6370
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Class Schedule:
● 8 Total Class Periods + Advisory

● 4 Lunch Blocks

● Alternating Odd & Even Days

● Advisory meets every morning
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● First Period of the day, every day

● Build relationships and community

● Important information is shared

● It is not a graded class & is required

● Attendance is taken daily

What is Advisory?
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Breakfast

● Many lunch and snack options
● Free & Reduced Lunch Forms
● Families contacted when lunch balance is below $1

Lunch

● ALL students are served 
breakfast daily

● No cost

Meals at Argyle

● Payment in person, by check or online 
is preferred

● Weekly Menu is available on MCPS 
website
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What is Synergy ParentVUE

● Use the unique registration code mailed to your 
primary address. 

● Contact the school for support with a duplicate copy 
if needed.

Sign-Up Today

● The primary home-to-school 
communication tool for caregivers and 
teachers to share information regarding 
grades, attendance, scheduling and logging 
into myMCPS Classroom (Canvas).

Synergy ParentVUE

● Monitor your child’s grades and assignments.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ukuv45XQeE3h0LWv8I5rRee5Eo_e7dmlkifpwPZdvy0/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ukuv45XQeE3h0LWv8I5rRee5Eo_e7dmlkifpwPZdvy0/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ukuv45XQeE3h0LWv8I5rRee5Eo_e7dmlkifpwPZdvy0/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ukuv45XQeE3h0LWv8I5rRee5Eo_e7dmlkifpwPZdvy0/view
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We use myMCPS 
Classroom (Canvas) for…
● Classwork

● Homework

● Reteaching & Reviewing

● Test Preparation

● Make-Up Work
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Organization Tools

myMCPS Classroom (Canvas) 
platform will serve as the main 
organizational tool for your 
student.
● Class Assignments & Enrichment

● Class Announcements

● Access to important links; including 

our Student Handbook
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General Expectations
Tardies & Absences

Personal Devices

Tardies can be tracked in ParentVUE. 
Repeated lateness may result in escalating 
responses. 
Absence notes can be given to the main office 
for excused absences. Students are expected to 
make up the work regardless of the absence 
being excused or not.

Make-Up Work

Phones and other personal devices are not used in classrooms or restrooms; if they are found to be 
used in class, the phone will be collected by Argyle staff and kept in the main office until the end of the day, 
when the student can pick it up. At times, a parent will be required to collect the device from the office.

Work can be made-up or reassessed 
throughout the quarter. The final deadline for 
submitting work is on the last day of the grading 
period.
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Student Code of Conduct

● An overview of discipline procedures 
and protocols and the range of 
consequences students could face for 
violating various policies, regulations, 
and rules. 

The MCPS Student Code of 
Conduct provides:

● The MCPS philosophy to discipline and 
defines the various disciplinary 
responses.
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Take a look!

UP NEXT: Content At-A-Glance, After School Activities, Outdoor Ed, & MORE!

…Let’s take a short break and provide 
opportunities for questions!
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75 Hours Earn NOW MCPS Site Forms Questions

Student Service Learning Hours (SSL)

Any student in a 
Maryland public 
school earning a 
diploma must 
complete 75 
hours of service, 
prior to high 
school 
graduation

Students may 
begin earning SSL 
hours, the 
summer after 
Grade 5

Visit the SSL 
section of the 
MCPS website for 
approved 
community 
locations/ 
activities

You may print 
forms online or 
pick one up from 
the Counseling 
Office

If you have 
questions, please 
email Mr. Lilja at 
matthew_j_lilja@
mcpsmd.org

ANYONE who earns MORE THAN 75 hours 
BEFORE leaving Argyle, will receive a special 

award at 8th Grade Promotion!
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Road to Success: 8th Grade Capstone
Argyle’s Innovative Magnet Program and Culminating Project 



SLIDESMANIA.COM

After School Activities
Excel Beyond the Bell

● Clubs that are started by students all require a teacher to supervise 
the after school club.

● Types of clubs, meeting schedules, and duration will vary from year to 
year. Clubs that teachers may sponsor may include:

● Rainbow Alliance
● Anime Club
● Art Club, and more!

Teacher-Sponsored Clubs

● Forms distributed in September and slots fill quickly!
● Sessions held Monday - Thursday from 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm

○ Session 1: Late September to December
○ Session 2: February to Mid May

● Activity buses are provided at 4:30 pm & 5:30 pm
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 Outdoor Education: Grade 6 Extended Day Program

Smith Center

Each of Argyleʼs THREE (3) Sessions will include 
approximately 100 students for a FULL day at the 
Smith Center! 

Students will earn SSL hours for this experience

Session Dates are pre-assigned and are as follows:
○ Session 1: January 17-19 
○ Session 2: January 22-24 
○ Session 3: January 24-26
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 Outdoor Education: 5 Things to Know

1

5

3

2

4

Run by ARGYLE and MCPS Teachers

Reported as one of the most memorable by 
MCPS graduating seniors!

Part of the MCPS 6th Grade Curriculum

Learn IN and ABOUT the outdoors!

Make new friends and have fun 
experiences!
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 Outdoor Education
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Join Our WhatsAPP Communities!

ENGLISH SPANISH PORTUGUESE
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Mark Your Calendars
August 24th
● 6th Grade & New Student Orientation | 8:15 am - 12:00 pm
● Welcome Back Celebration | 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm
August 28th | Argyle’s FIRST Day of School
August 31st | Back to School Night (BTSN) | 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
November 20th | Parent Teacher Conferences
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Questions, Answers & 
Clarifying Statements


