Inclement Weather Text Alerts
The Universities at Shady Grove has a partnership with e2Campus which allows us to directly notify the USG community of weather-related delays and closings, as well as any other emergency conditions, via text message and e-mail.
Remember...the decision to close or delay opening at USG will be based on existing conditions at THIS CAMPUS ONLY.  It will NOT be based on conditions at the home campuses of participating Shady Grove institutions or on messages that they might send out.  A weather-related closure or delayed opening at USG will be based on the condition of the Shady Grove Center roads, sidewalks, parking lots & immediate surrounding vicinity, along with local weather predictions.
USG can contact you virtually instantaneously through this network by text message and/or by e-mail.  Once a weather-related or other emergency decision is made, USG will issue a message regarding a closing or delay through the e2Campus network.  This message will be sent to any faculty, student or staff that registers their mobile device and/or e-mail address.  When a notification is sent, it takes approximately seven seconds to deliver the message to all registered users.   There is no cost to register for this service and it’s free (unless your cell phone service provider bills you for text messages).    
We hope that this system will reach as many members of the USG community as quickly as possible.  We do know that many of you come from long distances and we want to give you as much advance warning as possible about conditions here.  As before, we will also utilize voicemail (the 301-738-6000 info line), the USG website (www.shadygrove.umd.edu homepage) and local radio/television stations to communicate a weather or emergency event.  However, e2Campus greatly enhances the speed and clarity with which notification will be provided.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you are interested in receiving these text message and/or email notifications, please go to www.shadygrove.umd.edu/alerts/ to register.  Click on the red link in the middle of the page that says "Click here to sign-up for USG alerts."  The sign-up process takes less than a minute, and you'll be automatically activated to receive any inclement weather and emergency messages.  Your registration information is private and will not be shared in any way.
If you signed up for this alert system last year, you are still enrolled and do not need to do anything further.  If you have changed your e-mail or text message address, however, please go to www.shadygrove.umd.edu/alerts/ and log in to manage your account.  


