
IB Theatre 1 and 2 Subject Brief (from IB Curriculum Guide) 

Aims of IB Theatre: 

The aims of the theatre course at HL and SL are to enable students to: 
· experience and participate in a wide and varied range of theatre activities and develop 
proficiency in more than one area of theatre technique 
· become familiar with forms of theatre from their own and different cultures 
· explore different theatre traditions in their historical contexts 
· develop academic skills appropriate for the study and understanding of theatre 
· become reflective and critical practitioners in theatre 
· develop the confidence to explore, to experiment and to work individually and collaboratively 
on innovative projects, which should involve challenging established notions and conventions of 
theatre 
· understand the dynamic, holistic and evolving nature of theatre and the interdependencies of 
all aspects of this art form. 

 
Objectives of IB Theatre: 
 
Having followed the theatre course at HL or SL, students will be expected to: 
· demonstrate a theoretical and practical knowledge of theatrical traditions from more than 
one culture 
· demonstrate an understanding of production elements and theatre practices 
· evaluate critically a range of diverse performances 
· engage practically in creating and presenting performances, which will include a basic level of 
technical proficiency 
· reflect on their own development in theatre through continual self-evaluation and recording 
· acquire appropriate research skills and apply them 
· demonstrate an ability to interpret playtexts and other types of performance texts analytically 
and imaginatively 
· demonstrate initiative and perseverance in both individual and group projects. 
 
In addition, students at HL will be expected to: 
· evaluate the relevance of selected research sources to personal practice 
· demonstrate an understanding of the complex processes of performance, from its initial 
conception to the impact the final result leaves on spectators

 
 
 
 



Syllabus of IB Theatre 
 

· 

· 

Assessment in IB Theatre 
 
Higher Level 
External assessment 50% total 
Research investigation 25% 
Students are required to produce a research investigation of 2,000–2,500 words with 
supporting 



visual materials. 
Practical performance proposal 25% 
Students are required to produce a proposal of 250 words with supporting visual materials 
and a report of 1,000–1,250 words. 
 
Internal assessment 50% total 
Theatre performance and production presentation 25% 
Students are required to do an oral presentation lasting 30 minutes with 7–10 images. 
Independent project portfolio 25% 
Students are required to produce a portfolio of 3,000 words on their independent project 
(either option A or option B) and its connection to their experiences in the core syllabus. 
Assessment 

Assessment 

Standard level 
External assessment 50% total 
Research investigation 25% 
Students are required to produce a research investigation of 1,500–1,750 words with 
supporting 
visual materials. 
Practical performance proposal 25% 
Students are required to produce a proposal of 250 words with supporting visual materials. 
 
Internal assessment 50% total 
Theatre performance and production presentation 25% 
Students are required to do an oral presentation lasting 20 minutes with 5–7 images. 
Independent project portfolio 25% 
Students are required to produce a portfolio of 2,000 words on their independent project and 
its connection to their experiences in the core syllabus. 
 


