
Dear Snowden Farm Families, 

We had a short, but wonderful week of learning at Snowden Farm! In addition to the great 
instruction taking place in our classrooms, students participated in our bus evacuation drills, 
practicing important safety procedures to help ensure they know what to do in the event of an 
emergency. 

New: Looking Ahead: Mental Health Awareness Spirit Week (November 9th–13th) 

Next week, we are excited to celebrate Mental Health Awareness Spirit Week! Throughout the 
week, students and staff will focus on the importance of mental health, wellness, kindness, and 
building positive connections. We will celebrate with fun spirit days, classroom activities, and a 
special Family Zumba Night on Monday, November 9, from 6:00–7:00 p.m. in the gym! We 
hope you will join us for an evening of movement, music, and family fun! 

Mental Health Awareness Spirit Week Schedule: 

●​ Monday, 11/9 – Mindful Mellow Monday: Wear pajamas or bring a small stuffed 
animal to help wind down and practice mindfulness. Family Zumba Night: 6:00–7:00 
p.m. in the gym! 

●​ Tuesday, 11/10 – Twin Tuesday: Match with a friend or wear a class color to celebrate 
friendship and community! 

●​ Wednesday, 11/11 – Wild Wednesday: Wear fun clothes, colors, or hairstyles to express 
your unique personality and celebrate what makes you special! 

●​ Thursday, 11/12 – Super-Tummy Thursday: Dress like a "superhero of health" and 
focus on nourishing your body with healthy foods! 

●​ Friday, 11/13 – Friday Funday: Wear bright, colorful, or neon clothing to spread 
positivity and end the week with smiles! 

New:Fall Book Fair 
The Book Fair starts tomorrow! As a reminder, Monday, November 9th and Tuesday, November 
10th are Preview Days. Sales will begin on Wednesday, and will run through Tuesday, November 
17th.  

●​ If you'd like to set-up E-Wallet for your child, please click here and follow the 
instructions. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbookfairs.scholastic.com%2Fcontent%2Ffairs%2Fhub%2Fewallet.html&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C7efe38028d4c489aa4cf08df3d05d721%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639296767440554394%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j9z1nwQXXgB09%2BzCCqWLkvWyY9PhUjSW8iYU2GCIo1Y%3D&reserved=0


●​ **The PTA will be awarding all adult volunteers a $25 Scholastic Voucher** Please click 
here for a time slot: Sign-Up Genius 

 
New:Grandparents/Special Friends Day 

Please join us on either Thursday, November 12th or Friday, November 13th from 8:00 
AM-8:45AM to enjoy a sweet treat and coffee! It’s also a great time to visit our Scholastic Book 
Fair before school opens. We are hosting this event across two days since it’s a popular event.  

●​ Please only sign up for ONE of the mornings. 
 

New: Math Challenge #3 
Here is your reminder to encourage your child to complete the MATH CHALLENGE this week! 
This is an optional at home math enrichment challenge that students can engage with to enhance 
their critical thinking and problem solving skills. It is an easy way to make sure your student is 
challenged and learn about their methods of math reasoning. Working with your child on these 
problems will help them build a strong, positive math identity, and enrich your child’s math 
problem solving approach for years to come. 

●​ Read the way the challenge works here: Challenge Directions 
●​ Use this calendar to see challenge release dates and due dates: CALENDAR 
●​ Use this Google form to submit your child’s answers before the deadline: FORM *Select 

CHALLENGE 3! 
●​ This challenge is live NOW and is due by Thursday 11/19 at 8 pm. Visit CURRENT 

CHALLENGE to get the challenge now! 
 

New: MCPS District Culture and Climate Survey 
Your voice matters to us! Your feedback helps guide our efforts to strengthen programs, services, 
and support for all students. The survey is open from November 8, 2026 through November 
20, 2026. Please look out for the upcoming climate survey in your email. It will be sent to the 
primary email address linked to your child’s student profile. 

●​ In addition, our Student Survey will take place on Tuesday, November 10. 
 

New: Heritage Night- December 16th 
Heritage Night is coming up, and we can’t wait to celebrate the many cultures, traditions, and 
experiences that make our school community so special! This is a wonderful opportunity to come 
together to share what makes us unique. Please keep a look out for a sign-up in a couple of 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F9040D48A8A629A2F49-66768810-sfes&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C7efe38028d4c489aa4cf08df3d05d721%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639296767440570686%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aJHuCwUVzHKhoA0kWbBA8FJE8J7E9NjdElwkZtLmB38%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdNlxalWOm_N9mcOEZtv8N6cDtWCGDsnH9ap11MAbLMwjF2jw%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsharing%26ouid%3D106558844512397494497&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C7efe38028d4c489aa4cf08df3d05d721%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639296767440580755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lOtuiQC47XFZr8VxblgNWwnbKRBMdmvrRBD7wNgDhcg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail-link.parentsquare.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.fXnyRoRrYp-2BOes1zT5H-2F4tjBe6DWvM2lAixM-2FhWMcLN4RV4nGSDIpNwN6-2Fet6UbKHiCmd1Fu2bvbpr-2BNo6MUM28XVNG4D16tZ1pkoJQf37ro9ZyHS61yDzqv3B3P96grIN-2B5hn-2BJ3Xnj5KQ3nZzcGw-3D-3DzagE_Mi797Cr0qymJ-2BOsumq6V8lUfydtZHfN9NOvbL6Ely9mLbMMSXYokXpowKhfjruoXABXWWNfCcU1gOLmNkR-2BKc6b4saSmSHQ43UMyDcQ2DS-2FIqD4CfjoEXfbbOGc6aiEvHh99N5lCI7z7eULtEGN6Cy5rU-2FGtRqhB3ngSrDzNfhTKp9D6-2BU4oLp8WCppEtPG3YBsATY6xhjRI4vJx6-2F0R07CidLLEczDhFKzzuKSzuMF5JX2APJ8IXk9DfgzMsOlenCvmhsSsh-2BxQ1rzvlZyGlg-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmichelle_l_fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C66ff29e24d704071680408df3c5d3d75%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639296043301107269%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fiqE9Vn5PBYGr4reGpsiGcrc%2BDV2BR3NTEO8ZibOhi4%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail-link.parentsquare.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.w-2Fv-2FxuFWAzcH-2BzcLTPJcq15A8SfMF0z4Ue6YSBVUslk1Arn2CZHfV4QDcsJkYXYjhhNdXs2EtHunbiERxnOApw-3D-3DfXAc_Mi797Cr0qymJ-2BOsumq6V8lUfydtZHfN9NOvbL6Ely9mLbMMSXYokXpowKhfjruoXABXWWNfCcU1gOLmNkR-2BKc6b4saSmSHQ43UMyDcQ2DS-2FIqD4CfjoEXfbbOGc6aiEv3vDwWepvR30h18RUtx3jTDGsadelW-2B4gXvJD55-2FvWhciELQ1SjOEqxKVNMhh9tbWPIHxOy4IBFHrj6ei2p5veseKqceiGvu7yYN2ehxjMHWa3UZj-2F7HWrKOnHWLxHQ3KwcmojXcwQwQ-2BZiyqmWj88w-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmichelle_l_fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C66ff29e24d704071680408df3c5d3d75%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639296043301141064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BnBlmtT55hv%2Bq1EaMcbBacgkKwK%2F9V9VxG4mdwnWiZM%3D&reserved=0


weeks for families interested in hosting a table and sharing their heritage. We hope you’ll 
consider joining us for this special evening! 

 
New: Federal Impact Aid Survey 

This survey is critical for the district to apply for and receive Federal Impact Aid grant funding.  
Families can now submit an electronic version of the survey through ParentVUE.  Families 
continue to have the option to complete a paper submission using  MCPS Form 280-4, Federal 
Impact Aid Survey. 

●​ Superintendent’s letter and survey instructions  
●​ Click here to access a list of FAQs  
●​ Please send any questions about the information in the survey to impactaid@mcpsmd.org 

 
New: MD READS Training  

MCCPTA has partnered with the non-profit Maryland READS' Parent Action Center initiative to 

connect families to free training aimed at advocating for and supporting their children's reading 

growth in and out of the classroom.  

●​ The first hour-long virtual training session is on 11/12.  The flyer is below. 

●​ MD READS Training Flyer (MCCPTA)  

 

Chinese Language and Culture After-School Program 11/12-12/17 
Discover the richness of the Chinese language and culture through our fun, engaging, and 
interactive Chinese After-School Program! Designed to spark curiosity, inspire creativity, and 
build confidence in using Chinese, this program introduces students to the language and culture 
through playful activities, traditional arts, storytelling, and hands-on experiences in a welcoming 
and supportive environment. 
Program Highlights 

●​ Interactive Language Learning: Practice speaking and listening through fun 
conversations, games, and songs while exploring basic Chinese reading and writing, 
including foundational Chinese characters. 

●​ Hands-On Arts & Crafts: Unleash creativity by making original Chinese-inspired 
artwork and crafts while discovering traditional Chinese art forms and cultural traditions. 

●​ Storytelling & Performance: Explore fascinating Chinese folktales and bring timeless 
stories to life through illustrations, creative crafts, role-playing, and fun performances. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail-link.parentsquare.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.w-2Fv-2FxuFWAzcH-2BzcLTPJcqxCS4nWdHyAf08p6YrVF7ytm4mh4nnazut6WxUfG4kIHRzDLPod0PAJr4dxkPnTCc21l5O1go4wj3fVyrZsYiiDXMnp7eFy6G8gcPgS48imlSOC6PiQDfM-2B8EvINi68PeA-3D-3DA_r8_Mi797Cr0qymJ-2BOsumq6V8lUfydtZHfN9NOvbL6Ely9mLbMMSXYokXpowKhfjruoXABXWWNfCcU1gOLmNkR-2BKc-2F-2BmQBPhyjqvul0zDh3791XoPskS1G4TAmVWsWRtPtvwYqgOAIGbHMAEbYJr-2BGw0Ua9p3bCG1kK2Wbp5PbX3FHM4-2F1QzHl8BQWzHPbWP0m-2F6zLC-2BBgELj7sbrH4fBx159GpEWuSyQKDAY5Mx-2BZIWClIG7dOn9YiGFihz7tVDneDah8ZvkGQg5234tjEKuiATcg-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmichelle_l_fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C80e01fcfa894450e5cb008df3c453676%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639295940644712099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BsWCMCRoPoNFZ%2FlRktvQxdNlK7EhzoxUdwLz383WlZs%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1qZtjlYHECfCS9wwOWRzM_d3fxcyV8O1j%2Fview%3Fusp%3Ddrive_link&data=05%7C02%7Cmichelle_l_fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C8fd72e4fd75a45a0736b08df3c451451%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639295941631419997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C20000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b8boh2IvZ%2F2ZgOU0I3LKKBtb0GkvcQcUiopb2pxe30M%3D&reserved=0


●​ Leadership & Sponsorship: The program is organized and led by dedicated student 
leaders from Clarksburg High School and Hallie Wells Middle School, under the 
sponsorship and guidance of Chinese teacher Ms. Karen He. 

 
Permission slip link with the modified dates:  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ec3payTvRr4FrO64HYrVKUUeMLEEB-Ppp1MU8KLmx
qs/edit?usp=sharing 
 

After-School Korean Club starting in December! 
We are excited to share that a new Korean Club will be starting at Snowden Farm! The club will 
kick off on Tuesday, December 1, from 3:30–4:30 p.m. This is a wonderful opportunity for 
students to explore Korean language and culture in a fun and engaging environment. 

Families interested in learning more or registering can use the links below: 

●​ Register for Korean Club 
●​ https://canva.link/i97bqv9uvqxlyuc 

Remembrance and Reconciliation Month 
In the month of November our students will have special history lessons that will help students 
learn about Montgomery County’s African American history. This year, students will learn about 
the impact urban renewal had on African American communities throughout Montgomery 
County. Lessons will be posted on the Montgomery County Public Schools Social Studies 
webpage. SFES classes will deliver 15-minute mini-lessons on November 23, 24, and 25.  
 

Join the PTA for the 2026-2027 School Year 
Become an integral part of your child’s elementary school experience. Fill out the membership 
form, pay online. Our next meeting will be on 1/27/27 (BINGO Night). 

●​ https://sfepta.membershiptoolkit.com/form/m/145130 
●​ Individual Membership $20 
●​ Family Membership $40 
●​ Staff Membership $15 

New from MCPS: 

New: ICYMI: Winter Weather Is Coming! Are You Ready? 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1ec3payTvRr4FrO64HYrVKUUeMLEEB-Ppp1MU8KLmxqs%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C6d061427b1204b5a51f508df362325d4%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639289196723195515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PSdlvlqis%2F1jaWXtRcUd9nIVQdtbF4WGZcDlhfRuRj8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1ec3payTvRr4FrO64HYrVKUUeMLEEB-Ppp1MU8KLmxqs%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C6d061427b1204b5a51f508df362325d4%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639289196723195515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PSdlvlqis%2F1jaWXtRcUd9nIVQdtbF4WGZcDlhfRuRj8%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.gle/aPXd3AF5rtKaeot8A
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcanva.link%2Fi97bqv9uvqxlyuc&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C6cbced8b4983462717fb08df3702abfb%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639290156787248466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l%2FR3OVEnvYpXUUw6%2B4mEidAsyVwJfzuVhRanrFuMs3I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsfepta.membershiptoolkit.com%2Fform%2Fm%2F145130&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7Cbb9636cfa5164931067008df057468f8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639235669807688020%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lGIxgSFMdQ4IdpfTvBQFbmYgn9H72E98PqePBibov5A%3D&reserved=0


Snow days, delays and early dismissals—oh my! Winter weather is just around the corner, and 
MCPS wants families to be ready. In case you missed it, MCPS shared important information 
about its weather-related color codes, how decisions are made and where to find the latest school 
operating status updates. Be sure to review the winter weather message and make your family's 
winter weather plan now.​
And for a little fun, grab some popcorn and enjoy the world premiere of our Snow Day Trailer! 
Winter is coming, and we're ready!​
English /español /中文 /français /Português /한국어 /tiếng Việt /አማርኛ 

New: MCPS Invites Multilingual Families to Special Events 

MCPS is bringing families together for a series of six Regional Family Engagement Events 
designed for Emerging Multilingual Learners (EMLs) and their families.​
These free events are an opportunity for families to connect with school staff, learn about MCPS 
programs and community resources, ask questions and meet other families. Whether your child 
is in elementary, middle or high school, there's something for everyone!​
All families of Emerging Multilingual Learners are welcome! Each event celebrates the 
languages, cultures and experiences that make our school communities special.​
To make participation easier, materials will be available in eight languages: English, Spanish, 
French, Portuguese, Amharic, Chinese, Vietnamese and Korean. Free childcare will also be 
provided at every event. 

Upcoming Events: 

●​ (Previously) Wednesday, Nov. 4: Paint Branch High School, 5–8 p.m. 
●​ Wednesday, Nov. 11: Gaithersburg High School, 5–8 p.m. 
●​ Monday, Nov. 16: Seneca Valley High School, 5–8 p.m. 
●​ Tuesday, Nov. 17: Wheaton High School, 5–8 p.m. 
●​ Saturday, Nov. 21: Montgomery Blair High School, 9 a.m.–noon 
●​ Wednesday, Dec. 2: Richard Montgomery High School, 5–8 p.m. 

Families are welcome to attend one or more events, regardless of which school their children 
attend.​
Come connect, learn and celebrate with us! We look forward to welcoming you and helping 
every family feel connected, supported and empowered to help their children thrive.​
View Event Flyers and Details 

New: Deadline Extended: MCPS 8th Grade Center Programs & Middle School Magnet 
Consortium Applications 

We know choosing the right path for high school is a big decision for your family! To give you 
extra time to explore options, dig into specific offerings and complete your application, the 

https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/publicinfo/community/message/2026/Community-Message-WinterWeather-2026-11-04.html
https://youtu.be/RvoHZ3--tqY
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/publicinfo/community/message/2026/Community-Message-WinterWeather-2026-11-04.html
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/publicinfo/community/message/2026/Community-Message-WinterWeather-2026-11-04-sp.html
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/publicinfo/community/message/2026/Community-Message-WinterWeather-2026-11-04-ch.html
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/publicinfo/community/message/2026/Community-Message-WinterWeather-2026-11-04-fr.html
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/publicinfo/community/message/2026/Community-Message-WinterWeather-2026-11-04-port.html
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/publicinfo/community/message/2026/Community-Message-WinterWeather-2026-11-04-ko.html
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/publicinfo/community/message/2026/Community-Message-WinterWeather-2026-11-04-vi.html
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/publicinfo/community/message/2026/Community-Message-WinterWeather-2026-11-04-am.html
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1L5US4gQ9qfLj-JMK-rfBvhsOzJovjWtZ?usp=drive_link


deadline to submit applications for 8th Grade Center Programs — and the Middle School Magnet 
Consortium (MSMC) process — has been extended.​
New Deadline: Friday, November 13​
Learn more on the Center Programs website, your central place to explore how regional and 
thematic programs are structured across MCPS, access resources to dive deeper into specialized 
career paths and get your questions answered with the FAQs. Families interested in the Middle 
School Magnet Consortium can find details on the MSMC website 

●​ Need help? Contact your middle school counselor or send an email 
●​ What's a Center Program? (English | Spanish) 

New: The Hard Truth Video Series Continues: 75% of Older MCPS Schools Need Repair 

The numbers tell a story we can't ignore. Many MCPS school buildings are aging, and the cost of 
maintaining and repairing them continues to grow. In the latest installment of The Hard Truth, 
MCPS takes a closer look at the challenges facing our school facilities, why these repairs matter 
and what it will take to provide safe, modern learning environments for every student.​
The hard truth? Our schools need attention, and the needs are real. Watch the video, learn 
about the challenges and join the conversation about the future of our schools.​
Watch The Hard Truth: 75% of Older Schools Need Repair​
Watch the Video Series 

New: Firearm Safety Starts at Home 

MCPS reminds families that secure firearm storage can save lives. Firearms should always be 
unloaded, locked and stored separately from ammunition. Families should also ask about firearm 
storage in homes their children visit.​
Please talk with your children about firearm safety, remind them that weapons are prohibited at 
school and encourage them to “See Something, Say Something” if they become aware of a 
weapon or threat. 

●​ Learn more: Parent's Guide to Firearm Storage. 
●​ Read the community message sent to families this week 

 
New: Learn More about the Amplify Desmos Math Curriculum at Nov. 9 Zoom Webinar 

​
Interested in learning more about your student’s new Amplify Desmos Math curriculum? MCPS 
is hosting a webinar for elementary school families from 6-7 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 9 via Zoom.​
 
The webinar will explore the daily lesson structure, including access to enrichment as well as 
Caregiver Hub resources for families, and homework. The webinar will be available in English, 

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/regional-programs-and-themes/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/school-info/msmagnet/
mailto:DCCAPS@mcpsmd.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Py59_OKvu66QUr1wX4C3AWyK4fYxBlL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1drSpknjGhcn7vSGPtBrogXz8PlFt2-Os/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bO4ZtLNMXoY&t=6s
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/planning/cipmaster/hard-truth/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w70kLQiBQf1osVfL6pDf5ASwXS8fcZES/view?usp=sharing
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/publicinfo/community/message/2026/Community-Message-Safety-2026-11-04.html
https://mcpstv-org.zoom.us/j/83183952694
https://amplify.com/caregiver-hub/amplify-desmos-math/
https://amplify.com/caregiver-hub/amplify-desmos-math/


with live interpretation available in Spanish, French, Amharic, Chinese, Portuguese and 
American Sign Language. ​
 
Can’t make it? A recording will be posted on the MCPS website after the event. 
  

 New: Join Us for the Mental Health and Wellness Fair on Nov. 14​
 

Be sure to join us for the Mental Health & Wellness Fair on Saturday, Nov. 14 from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 14 at James Hubert Blake High School, 300 Norwood Road in Silver 
Spring. Free and open to staff, students and families, this event will feature workshops, a 
student-led forum and community partners sharing information about mental health and 
wellness. Participating students can earn four Student Service Learning hours. 
 
Additional Information 

●​ Chromebook Acceptable Use Policy 

●​ Parent Webinar Powered by AT&T on WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 12:00 P.M. PT / 

3:00 P.M. ET 

○​ Description: Gaming is no longer just entertainment, it's a multibillion-dollar 

social ecosystem. And for many kids, it's a primary community and even a career 

path. In this session, we'll break down what modern gaming actually looks like, 

from in-game chats to microtransactions and livestream play, as well as the 

psychological design behind "endless play." We'll move beyond the old 

screen-time debate to share practical strategies for setting boundaries, managing 

in-game spending, and staying connected to your kid's digital world so you can 

support smart choices without shutting the game down. Click the link to register, 

Share with parents and caregivers 

●​ Learn more and register.Annual MCPS Pest Management Notice 
●​ Annual MCPS Asbestos Notice 
●​ Bullying, Harassment, and Intimidation Reporting 

 
Upcoming Important Dates 

●​ Monday, November 9th- Mindful Mellow Monday- Wear pjs and bring a stuffie to wind 
down, Book Fair Preview 

○​ Family Zumba Night 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
●​ Tuesday, November 10th- Twin Tuesday- Match with a friend or your class to connect with 

your community and Book Fair Preview 

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/mental-health/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1NX-hc3Y9qhUA_42zW_yYrsskY1tuvDVFq4bzytmDTBE%2Fpreview%3Ftab%3Dt.0&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C3d0a85bababa4947396708df2635de3d%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639271684924233304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tknZ1Wn%2FI8bsexFPI8CXlM7Ul4V4J7vsTQQ1aCcPnQE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclicks.commonsense.org%2Ff%2Fa%2FfwcUMany5hcpQXQZe3QvbQ~~%2FAAQRxRA~%2FN1fEjWpUoo9jJHb4klEZad4GTMSnouNjzHopIdb4Ij8anxJY2T-il-OIAvWgstSitWryAixdPcbb_pISRckyMpwwe3-LLkyYasBGFjhRFT2M_4jBWSdbQT5rFMJBawhWNcvBvS_ENZJobwHjnjJBc9cEW7WKTeZRYQWgV6oibD7NR7pM9Cjl1V3algF68YibdK3hk1iaLXP6jmGBzgomcJM_JNlORuejyA8A1oHMvHElqn3vqYNjeKLUBitRRbZuX8THPm6ZmXopkr-StmS5Jw~~&data=05%7C02%7Csarah_breslaw%40mcpsmd.org%7C5011adbdb79e42d0cd1b08df24840be3%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639269821734149280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cTP2KNz8f6%2B1D0Cl%2BZpx33ewYtT764YgKQCYM5nrocA%3D&reserved=0
https://saturdayschool.org/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/facilities/sustainability/pest/index.aspx
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/facilities/sustainability/asbestos/index.aspx
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/bullying/


●​ Wednesday, November 11th- Wild Wednesday- Wear clothes, colors, or hairstyles to 
express your unique personality and Book Fair  

●​ Thursday, November 12th- Super Tummy Thursday- Dress like a superhero of health and 
eat healthy food to nourish your body, Grandparent and Special Friend Day, and Book Fair  

●​ Friday, November 13th-  Friday Funday- Dress in colorful, neon, happy clothing to radiate 
positivity, Grandparent and Special Friend Day, and Book Fair  

Thank you for your continued partnership in supporting the academic, social, and emotional 
well-being of our Stallions. We look forward to a fun-filled week celebrating wellness and the 
importance of taking care of ourselves and one another! 

 Strong Hearts, Strong Minds, Strong Stallions! 
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