Good Evening Snowden Farm Families,

We had a wonderful first week back from spring break and were excited to see our students
return refreshed and ready to learn!

A special thank you to Ms. Kleinman for organizing the Math Challenge, as well as to all of the
parents who volunteered their time to support this event. We are proud of our students for their
hard work and enthusiasm in completing the challenge.

Our students and staff did an excellent job during Friday’s fire drill. Everyone followed
procedures carefully, helping ensure a safe and smooth experience.

As we look ahead, please remember:

e FEarly release is scheduled for Wednesday, the 15th
e Spring Picture Day will take place on Thursday, the 16th

New: Marvland School Survey for 5th Grade Students on 04/16

Our 5" grade students will be taking the Maryland School Survey on Thursday, April 16™.
e Please see the linked letter for more information on this survey!

New: Boosterthon on 05/01 and Site Opened

We’re thrilled for this year’s main fundraiser — Snowden Farm Fun Run! Our goal is to raise
$25,000 for PTA and School Events including Cultural Assemblies that help strengthen our
school community to benefit our students at Snowden Farm Elementary.

Why are we excited?

("4 Easy-to-use fundraising platform

{4 Character-building program

{74 Fitness celebration event for every student!

Families will gather donations through MyBooster.com by simply sharing your student’s page
with friends and family. Every share makes a difference!

Students will also enjoy 'Star Quest 5," an exciting character-building adventure where they'll
learn important values through space-themed figures and activities.

Key Dates:
B Sign up opens at MyBooster.com — 04/08/2026
& Kickoff in school — 04/22/2026
&, Event Day — 05/01/2026
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“/ Reward Store Orders Due - 05/08/2026

Stay tuned for more details and follow us on social media for updates!

New: Take Your Child to Work Day on 04/23

Take your child to work day is Thursday, April 23rd. This is a day for children to explore the workplace
of their parent and inspire them as they see the many aspects our jobs entail.

e If you plan on bringing your child(ren) to work that day, please complete the questions below by
Tuesday April 21st.
https://forms.gle/ZHJ8WxZsh9FigNLW9
If this form is completed, attendance will be excused for the day.

Thank you in advance for helping us to keep accurate attendance records!

STEM Fair on Thursday, April 23rd

The Snowden Farm Elementary School PTA is holding the 5th STEM Fair from 6-7pm on
Thursday April 23rd, 2026! We invite all our students and their families to participate in this
exciting and educational event. Students, or teams of students, feel free to work with your family
or friends! The participants will explore a topic in the world of Science, Technology,
Engineering, or Math. You will then present your project in any of the following ways: Make a
traditional tri-fold display; present it on a short video and display it on a computer; write a short
report; make a Google slides presentation; make a short video news report; make your own
website; or use a combination of these methods. If you have another presentation idea, let us

know! Whichever presentation format you chose, each project should contain the following:

Title: Every great project needs a name!
Purpose: What do you want to learn from this project? What questions did you have
that you would like to have answered?

e Hypothesis: What do you think will happen? What were your observations? Explain
the steps of your experiment or present your research (tell us what you did, what you
learned, what happened and what you noticed.)

e Conclusion: What did you learn? Were your questions answered? If you did an
experiment, was your hypothesis right? Why do you think that was?

If you are interested in doing a STEM Fair project:


https://forms.gle/ZHJ8WxZsh9FiqNLW9

Please sign up HERE no later than 4/19/2026
Let us know who you are, what grade you are in and who your homeroom teacher is,
what you are working on and with whom!
e [fyou have any questions, please ask! If you are interested in volunteering (students
may earn SSL hours) please reach out to:
o Alex (Ruoqgiu) Wu, at agiuaa@hotmail.com

me Changer Conferen n 04/2

We are excited to invite you to attend The Spring 2026 Game Changer Conference for Young
Males & Parents hosted by Unity Christian Fellowship, Inc. (UCF), also known as UCF Aim
High Youth Organization, which celebrates 20 years of "promoting students' success one student
at a time". Our mission is clear: to create meaningful pathways for growth, leadership, to uplift,
equip, educate, and empower young people and families to excel academically and socially, to
reach their full potential.

e This transformative event in its 14th year is set to take place on Saturday, April
25, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon at Montgomery College, Germantown
Campus — Bioscience Education and Conference Center, 20200 Observation
Drive, Germantown, MD 20876

° Conference Goal: Our mission is to create a transformative experience that
enhances the social-emotional well-being, confidence, and values our young
males need to succeed and become true success stories. This conference serves as
a beacon of hope and empowerment. We encourage young males to adopt a
positive mindset and strive for academic excellence, inspiring them to reach their
full potential and improve high school graduation and college readiness rates.

e € 2026 Theme: Future Ready — Inspire Change and Leveling Up is a Game
Changer!

o This year's theme inspires our students to recognize their growth potential
and cultivate their skills in a world that is evolving before our eyes. We
encourage students to compete and pursue their goals with the same
determination that our ancestors demonstrated. We challenge each of you
to think boldly and wisely, develop effective strategies and put forth your
best efforts to create successful plans for achieving your dreams. We invite
you to reflect on how you can inspire change, give your all, set high
aspirations, and passionately pursue your dreams with all your heart. Let’s
not just aspire—Ilet’s act and turn your ambitions into reality!

e & Conference Features:

o e Life Skills Stations and Enrichment Forums: A variety of interactive
sessions designed to improve your skill sets to unleash your best self to
aim higher by doing your very best.
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o e STEM Exposure Experience: An opportunity for students to explore and
engage with STEM-related activities and learn essential life skills and
knowledge.

o e Parent Advocacy Academy Roundtable: Parents are encouraged to
attend workshops themed "New School Parenting for Old School Issues"
to learn how to better advocate for their students.

e/ Essay Writing Competition: THEME: Future Ready — Inspire Change and
Leveling Up is a Game Changer! What are your goals for improving your skills to
win your future? To foster academic excellence, we are excited to announce the
Essay Writing Competition for students!

o Participants are encouraged to submit a 300-word essay answering the
essay theme question.

o Essay Submissions are due by Sunday, April 19, 2026, at GC Essay
Contest Submission. Huge prizes await the winners in each age division!

e (% Register Now: Don’t miss out on this golden opportunity! Secure your
student’s spot by registering through the Spring 2026 Game Changer Conference
before the cut-off. Spaces are limited, and we are anticipating a great turnout!
(Preregister by Monday, April 13, 2026).

New: Math Challenge

Congratulations to the 60 students who came out last Tuesday night to participate in the Live
Math Challenge! Check out the picture gallery for all of the participating schools in the country:
https://www.ellipsisacademy.com/2026-national-mct-pictures.html - if you look closely, you’ll
see some Snowden Farm familiar faces in there! The students were challenged with completing
60 very difficult, multi-step problems in only 60 minutes, and many were racing the clock until
the very end. The effort was outstanding, and the energy and excitement for math was a true gift
to see! The students’ work was submitted, and the National results are being calculated... stay

tuned for results in a few weeks!
e They will be published on this website:
https://www.ellipsisacademy.com/2026-national-mct-top-scorers.html
e We look forward to an even BIGGER and BETTER tournament next year! If you have
any feedback on the event, or any ideas for next year, please feel free to email them to

Erin_E_Kleinman@mcpsmd.org
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New: MCAP Assessments

3rd, 4th and 5th grade students will be taking the Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program
(MCAP) starting on April 28" with the dates listed below.
e There will be four days of English/Language Arts testing and four days of Mathematics
testing.



e Please help to ensure that students are ready for testing by getting a good night’s rest,
eating a nutritional breakfast and coming to school on time on those days.
e Please encourage your students to do their best and take their time!

Snacks for State Testing

State testing is coming up in March (MISA- 5th grade only) and in April (ELA and Math
MCAP- grades 3-5). We like to provide snacks for students upon completion of each section of
each assessment when possible to help encourage students to try their best. We would love any
and all snack donations to further this cause! We appreciate it if you are able to bring/send snacks
to the main office clearly labeled TESTING starting on March 2nd so we can offer to students
taking the MISA the week of March 9th. Thank you in advance to anyone able to support!

e Please see the sign up genius link for more information as well as places to sign up.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10COF45AEA92BA7F5C70-62469545-misa

Kindergarten Registration Now Open

For the 2026-2027 school year, kindergarten registration is now open and being held online
through the_ParentVUE portal. Children who will be 5 years old by Sept. 1, 2026 are eligible. If
your family is new to MCPS, you will need to create a ParentVue account_here. After creating an

account, you will be prompted to register when you first log in.

Registration sessions will be held in person beginning Monday, March 16. Schools will share
further information about kindergarten registration with families. Early entrance to kindergarten

and first grade opens on Monday, March 9.

Join the PTA
Join the PTA to become an integral part of your child’s elementary school experience.
e Fill out the membership form online,

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc98gaet2hNbdVBLPOM YyjdDemfgWNSv

Y CWmhazRDuDsSE-8w/viewform?usp=preview

e Pay Dues

Pay online via Zelle: treasurer@sfespta.org
Individual Membership $20

Family Membership $40

Staff Membership $15

o O O O

New: Important Information from MCPS
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New: Preparing for Spring Assessments: What Families Need to Know
The final weeks of the school matter — a lot.

End-of-year assessments, including the Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program (MCAP),
measure what students know, understand and can do after a full year of learning. These results
help measure student progress, inform instruction and contribute to each school’s performance

on the Maryland School Report Card. How can families help? Read more.

New: BOE Seeks Community Leaders, Communication Experts to Join Advisory

Committee

Montgomery County community leaders and professionals with expertise in communication and
engagement are invited to apply to join the Board of Education’s Advisory Committee on
Communication and Community Engagement, a key initiative designed to deepen collaboration

between the Board and the community.

This committee will play a critical role in strengthening community ties, improving transparency
and driving meaningful engagement around the Board’s most important initiatives. Committee
members will help bolster and amplify the district’s communication strategies and ensure that all

voices are heard on vital issues impacting our schools and communities.
e Apply by Friday, May 1.
New: Join Us to Learn the Latest on Special Ed Services, Staffing and Support

The Division of Specialized Support Services will hold a webinar for families from 6-7:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, May 6, focused on what’s new in special education services, staffing and
supports — and why. MCPS special education leaders will provide context for what this means
for schools and classrooms. The session will be held virtually, featuring a brief presentation

followed by questions and answers. The Zoom link is available_here.

There are two other upcoming events for special ed families — the monthly SECAC meeting on

April 23 and the Special Education Family Resource Fair on May 9. Read more.

Reminder: April 15 Is an Early Release Day for Students
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Wednesday, April 15 is now an early release day for students. This is one of our make-up
inclement weather days. The third marking period will end on April 14, but grade reporting will
be delayed until April 20. Report cards will be available in ParentVue on April 24; paper copies
will be distributed by April 30

Other Student Opportunities
e Pedestrian Safety Art Contest: K—5 students are encouraged to create artwork

demonstrating pedestrian safety. Deadline: Friday, April 17.

Additional Information
At-Home Student Device Request
Bullying, Harassment, and Intimidation Reporting
Food Assistance: Call Manna’s main office during regular business hours, Monday
through Friday 9:00 am-4:00 pm, at (301) 424-1130.
e Menus - Department of Food & Nutrition Services - Montgomery County Public Schools,
Rockville, MD
e School Cash Online- https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/
e Maryland Anonymous Tip Line - 1-833-632-7233- Report threats or situations that put
your safety, or others' safety, at risk.
e In Case You Missed It:
o Refrigerator Curriculum: See what your children will be learning each marking
period.
o Register for Saturday School. The tutoring sessions are available to students in

K—-12 in math and English/Language Arts and have in-person and virtual options.
o MCPS welcomes volunteers! Here’s how to do it.
e More MCPS Resources

o School calendar
o Parent resource page

o Student Code of Conduct: Read the revised document and watch the video.

Upcoming Important Dates

e Wednesday, 04/15- Early Release for Students

e Thursday, 04/16- Maryland School Survey for 5th Grade and Spring individual pictures and
class pictures

e Friday, 04.17- 5th Grade Field Trip to Robinson Nature Center

e Wednesday, 04/22- Boosterthon Kick-Off

e Thursday, 04/23- Take Your Child to Work Day and STEM Fair


https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmd-mcps-psv.edupoint.com%2FPXP2_Login.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C57bc8c2f968f43a8468408de96806a4e%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639113676559756503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0VPepWObEBGDaCMOk0z%2FiWOVgYJ6XlHyo88KcWoRgzU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomerycountymd.gov%2FDOT-Pedsafety%2FArtContest%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C0531b30e8ed04573f69808de8b991c14%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639101688614222027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eTKmJOMP2ry7LE8jGC040w09spH09AWzYQIcgsHnxaw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fschools%2Fsnowdenfarmes%2Fnews-index%2Fhome-device%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C96d91f9fa4954095cecb08ddf6bd348a%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638938014665935853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PpoiO2mAScJCvxMPr4b0IinFx15UQHKb3g2NqTjiPWA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/bullying/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/menus/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/menus/
https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fcurriculum%2Frefrigerator&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7Cadcaf02673594cc39c5f08ddebd52cf8%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638926023169188829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QUmA01QBUDn2a7PVENlCE2qCUKIB6SvK1PQE2GeYp7s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsaturdayschool.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C9597165a180341b105b508ddf6e0f870%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638938169171880608%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=biIljUZjui%2BEyxVMNa%2F06RxB94OGF1xDG21vrop9Zrc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fnews%2Fmcps-news%2F2025%2F09%2Fvolunteering%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C9597165a180341b105b508ddf6e0f870%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638938169171929010%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=afAxt%2BPY6EUhXJgB5YaIbJUQ2naWh05Qk2YHcAeyKII%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fcalendar%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C614f9cce61a94947487508dde66c845d%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638920076062661898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dO7JJdJCwyyf1dV5Gcz2G7CnedwmD0yEi4tkViYd0N8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fparents%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C614f9cce61a94947487508dde66c845d%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638920076062681594%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yx69bPSNPt0E84FRnWyHjzdC8Cb7g44zvFfcEEAWbqY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1aPj8wwDaGnNo-idobCydJS7sDNlQ5jqR%2Fview&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C614f9cce61a94947487508dde66c845d%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638920076062199386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3ddCDuunJfDjXAr9NaR8nGnJ6AnjC20d3AAcWDrU34U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fsiteassets%2Fdistrict%2Fstudents%2Frights%2F0832.25_new_2025-26_student_code-of-conduct.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C614f9cce61a94947487508dde66c845d%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638920076062218117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GJZUmNAJ6p3mJMASxcVzoM%2FCF3KFVHJKgM%2FJJV0hkl4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DlTQklnnQKhM&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle_L_Fortune%40mcpsmd.org%7C614f9cce61a94947487508dde66c845d%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638920076062235987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zeDa9muopB4ok%2Fn6JwoluiT0XcrGyAJNaC7KhtF6KOk%3D&reserved=0

With Gratitude,

Mrs. Michelle Fortune, Principal



