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Agenda

Describe how children’s reading comprehension develops and the key
components

Describe how Amplify supports students to become strong readers

Identify how you can support your students at home
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Read “Batsmen and Bowlers” independently. What are you doing to make sense of
this text? What makes it challenging?

Batsmen & Bowlers

The Batsmen were merciless against the Bowlers. The Bowlers placed
their men in slips and covers. But to no avail. The Batsmen hit one four
after another along with an occasional six. Not once did their balls hit
their stumps or get caught.



Researchers Recht and Leslie explored the role of knowledge on reading
comprehension.

Recht & Leslie (1988) Compared Reading Comprehension
for Four Categories of Students

High High

High

High

Source: Recht, D. & Leslie, L. “Effect of Prior Knowledge on Good and Poor Readers Memory of Text.” (1998) Journal
of Educational Psychology, Vol. 80, No. 1, 16-20



http://psycnet.apa.org/index.cfm?fa=buy.optionToBuy&id=1988-24805-001

Knowledge of the topic had a much bigger impact on comprehension than generalized
reading ability did.

Measure of Comprehension

86%

43%

high reading ability low reading ability & high reading ability low reading ability &
& high knowledge high knowledge & low knowledge low knowledge

Source: Recht, D. & Leslie, L. “Effect of Prior Knowledge on Good and Poor Readers Memory of Text.” (1998) Journal of Educational Psychology, Vol. 80, No. 1,
16-20



http://psycnet.apa.org/index.cfm?fa=buy.optionToBuy&id=1988-24805-001

The effect of knowledge on reading comprehension is strong.

General cultural
knowledge correlates
about .50 with reading
comprehension test
scores. That's about
the same correlation
between parents’
heights and their kids’
heights




How We Learn to Read: What is Reading Acquisition?
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How is vocabulary a barrier to comprehension?

ﬁen she was twenty-six, Eliza bought tickets to Few ________ had ever beh

there. Elizawrote __________ for the back home. She loved sharing the
things she saw, such as and the . Eliza even wrote a
book - the first about
When Eliza went back to , it wasn't long before she started thinking about
again. She decided to visit her older brother, who was working in

\Eliza across the ocean. /

What do you learn about Eliza from the first paragraph?

What is special about the book Eliza wrote?

What is the main idea of the passage?



What's the main idea of this passage?

m\en she was twenty-six, Eliza bought tickets to faraway Alaska Few tourists had ever\

been there. Eliza wrote reports for the newspapers back home. She loved sharing the

fascinating things she saw, such as huge glaciers, spouting whales, and the native people
Eliza even wrote a book - the first guidebook about Alaska.

When Eliza went back to Washington, it wasn't long before she started thinking about

traveling again. She decided to visit her older brother, who was working in Japan. Eliza sailed

Qoss the ocean. /

How did it feel to read this passage and attempt to answer these questions with and without the
vocabulary?




Knowledge helps build vocabulary

Knowledge Vocabulary

Success Outcomes

Knowledge Vocabulary

Reading or listening to a series of text on the same topic can yield as much as four times the
vocabulary growth.

(Landauer and Dumais, 1997)



In the early grades, read alouds of high-quality texts help students grow their knowledge of
the world, vocabulary, and oral language skills.

Listening and Reading Comprehension, by Age

A

“Teachers can read aloud to
build students” knowledge of
the world beyond their scope
and to help students make
connections from the known
to the new. There is likely no
better way to draw children
into the treasures stored in
the written word than
through reading aloud to
them as much as possible.

comprehension
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1 23 4 5 6 7 8 9 101112 13 14 ~ David Liben, lead
age researcher for Appendix A of
the CCSS

Sources: Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards;
Liben & Liben, “Both/And Literacy Instruction K-5"



http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf
http://achievethecore.org/content/upload/Both%20And%20Literacy%20Instruction%20K-5%20%20A%20Proposed%20Paradigm%20Shift%20for%20CCSS%20ELA%20and%20Literacy.pdf

Writing

“Our work has convinced us that, even with a thoughtful question, many students fail
to write. This failure occurs not because they do not use the writing process with a
thoughtful question, but because they do not have sufficient knowledge in the first
place. No matter how thought-provoking the question is, one cannot reflect on
knowledge one does not have. One cannot analyze information that is sketchy,
inaccurate, or poorly understood. One cannot synthesize from nothing. It is up to
teachers, then, to provide activities and experiences that give students knowledge
and help them construct meaning from that knowledge.”

- The Vermont Writing Collaborative



Agenda

Describe how children’s reading comprehension develops and the key
components

Describe how Amplify supports students to become strong readers

Identify how you can support your students at home



Third Grade

Fourth Grade

CKLA Materials are truly high-quality instructional materials!

Fifth Grade
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CKLA is designed to systematically build knowledge within and across grades.

AMPLIFY CKLA KNOWLEDGE INVENTORY (K-5)

All About Me Nursery Rhymes &
Fables
Families and

Cominunitios The Five Senses

Animals Stories

Plants Plants

Habitats Farms
Important People Native Americans

in American History

Classic Tales Kings & Queens

m Seasons & Weather

Supplemental
Knowledge
Research Unit

Columbus & the
Pilgrims

Colonial Towns &
Townspeople

Taking Care of the
Earth
Presidents &
American Symbols

Art and the World
Around Us

Fables & Stories

The Human Body
Different Lands,
Similar Stories
Early World
Civilizations
Early American
Civilizations

Astronomy

The History of the
Earth

Animals & Habitats

Fairy Tales

A New Nation:
American
Independence

Frontier Explorers

Adventure Stories:
Tales from the
Edge of the World

Fairy Tales & Tall
Tales

Early Asian
Civilizations
The Ancient Greek
Civilization

Greek Myths

The War of 1812

Cycles in Nature

Westward
Expansion

Insects

The U.S. Civil War
Human Body:
Building Blocks &
Nutrition

Immigration

Fighting for a Cause

Up, Up, and Away:
The Age of Aviation

Classic Tales: The

Wind in the Personal Narratives Personal Narratives
Willows
Animal Empires in the Early American
Classification Middle Ages Civilizations
The Human Body:
P P
Systems and Senses gessy i
The Ancient Roman  Eureka! Student  Adventures of Don
Civilization Inventor Quixote
Light and Sound Geology The Renaissance
Contemporary

Fiction (Excerpts

o Thedineeon The Reformation

The Viking Age

Mango Street)
Astronomy: Our American A Midsummer
Solar System and < 2
Revolution Night’s Dream
Beyond
Native Ameri 4
ietalicballs Treasure Island Native Americans

Regions & Cultures

Early Explorations

St Nork Americs Chemical Matter

Colonial America

Ecology

Beyond
Juneteenth: 1865
to present

Energy: Past,

Alibat iz Present, and Future



Explore all Amplify CKLA units and follow sample K-5 connections across , @ and domains:

Kindergarten

Nursery Rhymes and
Fables

The Five Senses

Stories

Plants
Farms
Native Americans
Kings and Queens

Seasons and Weather

Columbus and the
Pilgrims

Colonial Towns and
Townspeople

Taking Care of
the Earth

Presidents and
American Symbols

Gradel Grade 2
Fables and Stories Fairy Tales and
Tall Tales
The Human Body
’ Early Asian
Different Lands, Civilizations
Similar Stories
The Ancient Greek
Early World Civilization
Civilizations b m
Early American
Civilizations | The War of 1812

| Cycles in Nature

Westward
Expansion

I Insects

l Astronomy

The History of the
Earth

Animals and Habitats

| Fairy Tales | Theus Civil War
A New Nation: g The Human Body
American

Immigration
Independence | g

Frontier Explorers I Pemingtoca Couss

Grade 3

Classic Tales: The

Wind in the Willows

| Animal Classification

o

The Ancient Roman
Civilization

I Light and Sound

I The Viking Age

Astronomy: Our Solar
System and Beyond

I Native Americans:
Regions and Cultures

Early Explorations
of North America

I Colonial America

l Ecology

Grade 4

| Personal Narratives

Empires in the
Middle Ages

| Poetry

Eureka! Student
Inventor

Geology

The American
Revolution

| Treasure Island

Grade 5

l Personal Narratives

Early American
Civilizations

&

Adventures of
Don Quixote

N | The Renaissance

Contemporary
Fiction

' The Reformation

I "A Midsummer
Night's Dream”

Native Americans

Chemical Matter



In grades K-2, the focus is on listening to complex texts, discussing them and writing about them.

e Designed to provide quality foundational skills

instruction
e Includes 60 minutes of Skills Strand lessons that

address grade-level standards that include print
concepts, phonological awareness, and phonics
and word recognition.

o Skills units build incrementally

e Includes 60 minutes of of knowledge building




In grades 3-5, increasing focus is on independent reading of complex, knowledge-rich texts.

90 (4t" & 5t") - 120 (3'9) Minutes of Instructional Time

Reading (45 minutes)

e Students read from their anthologies each day with a mix of read aloud, shared
reading, close reading, partner reading, independent reading

Writing, Morphology, Grammar, Spelling (45 minutes)
e During each unit, students use the writing process to create a piece of writing in
the three main genres (expository, narrative, opinion/argument). Students also
build and practice grade level word analysis and language skills.

Grade 3 Only: Interactive Read-Aloud (30 minutes)
e Students practice speaking and listening about/to a complex text that builds
knowledge and vocabulary around the unit topic.




What does that look like for my ch|ld7
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Agenda

Describe how children’s reading comprehension develops and the key
components

Describe how Amplify supports students to become strong readers

Identify how you can support your students at home



Support their knowledge building!

Leverage the communications from the teacher to build knowledge on the topics they are
learning about - check out books from the library, visit local museums, etc.

Amplify CKLA Trade Book List

Discussion Questions
and Application Activities

Use the following prompts, questions, and activities to help students reflect on, explore, and apply

what they have read.
Items for literary or informational text:
1. Summarize the text you read in a paragraph or
several sentences.

2. Draw a picture of what you read today and
write a caption or sentence about your picture.
Be prepared to explain your image.

3. After reading this text, | wonder.

4. Would you recommend this text to a friend?
Why or why not?

o

Write a letter recommending this text toa
friend and giving at least three reasons for your
recommendation.

6. Write a review of what you read and describe

whether or not you liked it. Make sure to
include reasons for your opinion.

If you could be any character in the text you
read today, who would you be and why? Give
three reasons for your choice.

8. Invent a conversation or dialogue between
two characters or persons in the text you read
Write what each character says in the dialogue.
Remember to use quotation marks

9. Was there anything in the text that surprised you?
Explain what it was and why it surprised you.

S

Describe a problem that someone in the text
faced and what he or she did about it.
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Make a timeline of three to five events that took
place in your text

Pretend you are a reporter who has to
interview the main character or person in the
text you read, and write down five questions
you would ask

Make a prediction about what will happen nextin
the text. Explain why you think this will happen

Write a diary entry from the perspective of a
character or person in the text you read

Talk about something in the text you read
today that is similar to another work you have
already read.

Draw a Venn diagram to show the similarities
and differences between yourself and a person
in the text you read.

Draw a Venn diagram that compares and
contrasts your home with how, when, and
where a person from your text lives.

Imagine you had to write a new title for the
work you read. Suggest several new titles for it

If your text included any words you did not
know, write them down. Use a dictionary to
look up their meaning. Write that meaning
down and use each word in a new sentence.

. Name three questions you would like to ask

the author of the work you read



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H2sL8HzSKIVGFylF4aMlKjH-iV4S6AEz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H2sL8HzSKIVGFylF4aMlKjH-iV4S6AEz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-RXQWfZVn6Nhb17syfjb_o-ox5ql76tF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-RXQWfZVn6Nhb17syfjb_o-ox5ql76tF/view?usp=sharing

Caregiver Resources
Take-Home Letters




Amplify CKLA: Careglver Hub

A one stop shop for resources and guides in both Spanish and English!
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Amplify CKLA: Student Hub

CKLA Hub for Students

v Knowledge Builder
Videos for Grades K-2

N4 Sound Library for
Grades K-2

Click here for
login information
by grade level

Recorded Daily
v Read-Alouds



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VhFgpjV9xSoz_Ry_78aNf4SFnILML6KPFExYGQ1-0n4/edit?usp=sharing

Amplify CKLA: Student Hub

CKLA Hub for Students

Vocabulary App for
Grades 3-5

4 Recorded Daily Read-
Alouds

Click here for
login information

Student Readers in by grade level

Spanish



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VhFgpjV9xSoz_Ry_78aNf4SFnILML6KPFExYGQ1-0n4/edit?usp=sharing

How We Learn to Read: What is Reading Acquisition?
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Support their writing - through talking!

Narrate what you are doing and leave a blank for the transition word:

We are going to buy ice cream at Safeway. , we have to do other errands first.

Or, provide a sentence and a transition word, and have your child complete the sentence following the
transition.

Washington D.C. has many tourist attractions. In particular,

Time-and-Sequence Narratives; a series of Assigning homework on weekends in a terrible idea.
Transition chronological events such In addition, studying for two tests on the same day
as a lab report or math is a bad idea.
process
Conclusion To introduce the last Often plastic waste is not recycled properly.
Transitions sentences of a paragraph Therefore, significant amounts of trash build up in

rivers and oceans.

lllustration Transitions To make the link between The earth is getting hotter. As a result, there is less
two sentences clear ice for walruses to rest on.




“Because, But, So”

e Give your child a sentence stem and ask them to turn it into three separate sentences using each
conjunction in turn. This could be about a topic they are learning about in school, or about
everyday things in your lives. This approach requires students to engage in far more specific
thinking than just asking an open-ended question.

Example: We couldn't go to the park... Example: Julius Caesar was a great military
leader....
o We couldn't go to the park because it
was raining. e Julius Caesar was a great military leader
because he made quick decisions and
o We couldn't go park, but all my friends didn’t hesitate.
were able to go out. e Julius Caesar was a great military leader,
but he was greedy with his power and
o We couldn’t go to the park, so we became a dictator.

e Julius Caesar was a great military leader,
so he conquered many lands with his
loyal army.

chose to play board games inside.



Thank you and contact us!

Regan Kelly, Curriculum Chair, MCCPTA

curriculum@meccpta.org
regan212@outlook.com

Merna Fam, Reading Specialist, KP

merna s fam2@mcpsmd.org



mailto:curriculum@mccpta.org
mailto:regan212@outlook.com
mailto:merna_s_fam2@mcpsmd.org

