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Instructional Shifts

Benchmark Advance resources were buillt
to support the College and Career Ready
Standards for Literacy. Key instructional shifts
are:

e Regular practice with complex text

e Using text evidence in reading, writing,
Istfening and speaking

e Building content knowledge





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBYNb7Gp8dY

Key Components

Vertical alignment across K-5
Three-week units centered around

knowledge strands

Write-in text sets + digital access to x

=
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Writing aligned to reading - _

{(ﬁ

Foundational skills instfruction
English learner scaffolds
Targeted intervention tools

Built-in assessments


http://benchmarkadvance.com/
http://benchmarkadvance.com/

Before Unit 1: Review and Routines

First 15-20 days of instruction to allow students to learn the
classroom procedures through direct instruction, rather than
through trial and error.

Time to explicitly model, teach and practice literacy behaviors
and expectations students will use consistently throughout the
year.

Teachers gathered anecdotal and formative data in order to
assess students’ reading skills for placement in small, flexible,
needs-based groups.
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The Four Key Foundations of —
Benchmark

Foundational Skill = Instruction

Print Concepts —Shared reading of engaging rhymes, poems, stories, and short
informational texts (K-1)

—Shared writing experiences (K-1)

-Small-Group reading (K-1)

—Intervention lessons (K-3)

Phonological —Explicit, systematic phonological and phonemic awareness
Awareness instruction (K-1)

—Reinforcement through shared reading experiences (K-1)
—Intervention lessons (K-3)

Phonics and Word —Explicit, systematic phonics and high-frequency-word instruction
Recognition (K-2)

—Explicit word study lessons (3—6)

—Intervention lessons (K-6)

Fluency —Fuency modeling and practice through shared reading (K-2)

-Decodable reading practice to build automaticity (K-2)

—Modeling of fluency reading through read-alouds (K-6)

—Huency modeling and practice through reader’s theater (K-6)

—Independent fluency practice with audio-highlighted interactive
e-readers (K-6)

-Small-Group reading (K-6)

—Intervention lessons (K-6)




What is a Lexile Level?

" @ W L5 s reocn measun:
A Lexile measure tells you how
challenging a text is to

MY LEXILE
THESE BOOKS ARE MEASURE IS comprehend.
TARGETED TO MY .
READING ABILITY. 670L § Lexile measures assess text
TG characteristics (such as
I 7200 * vocabulary and sentence length)
Charlotte’s Web 680L H
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college and career, research says that high school
graduates should be reading around 1300L.



SqufOIding Students on Benchms
the Staircase of Text
Complexity

Texts for Close Reading: Short Reads
Texts for Close Reading: Extended Reads
[

Shared Readings |
Mentor Read-
Alouds
Read-Aloud
Big Books
radive Read-Alouds

Complex Texts in Benchmark Advance

Reader and Task




Benchmark Overtime

Benchmai

EEEEEEEE

Unit 10

Teacher inst}ucﬁon Lhiﬂs froLn modéling to '
guidance over time.

Teacher

Model= Share= Guide= Apply= Transfer



Unit Overview
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Extended Texts for building
knowledge and making meaning

Every text in a unit focuses on a single topic.
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Vertically Aligned Standards

Staircase of Complexity, Progression of Learning
Practice/Apply Skills and Strategies Across the Grade

I'nowluge

Sund

Life Science

Character

Perspectives
in Literature

Technology
and Society

Themes Across
Cultures

History, Culture,
and Geography

Earth Science

Economics

Physical Science

Plants and Animals Have Needs
Why do living things
have different needs?

Plants and Animals
Grow and Change
Why do living things change?

Every Story Has Characters
How are characters different?

Habitats Around the World
How do living things get

In the Wild
How do we respond fo nature?

Animal Characferistics
How do living things survive

what they need fo survive? in their environment?
Many Kinds of Characters Characters Facing
How do we learn about Challenges
characters? What can we learn when we

face problems?

Partners in Survival

How do living things help
one another survive?

Ways Characters
Shape Stories

How do our actions influence our
lives?

Writers Tell Many Stories
Why do people tell stories?

Technology at Home and School
Why do we use technology?

Stories Have a Message
How do we know what is right?

Holidays and Celebrations
Why do we celebrate people and events?

Weather and Seasons

How do our lives change
with the seasons?

Meeting Our Needs and Wants
Why do we make choices?

Forces
What Munes nmgs move s

y v peopie g
in their communities?

Stories Have a Narrator
How do people create sfories?

Technology at Work

How can technology make
a difference in our lives?

Stories Teach Many Lessons
What can we learn from a mistake?

Past, Present, and Future
Why is the past important?

Observing the Sky

Why do the sun and moon
capture our imagination?

We Use Goods and Services
Why do people trade with each other?
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without sound, light, and heat?

Different Characters,
Different Points of View
How can a story change
depending on who is telling it?

Technology and Invention

Where do ideas for
inventions come from?

Tales That Teach Us
What can different cultures teach us?

Pioneers in Flight

How does understanding
the past shape the future?

Wind and Water Shape the Land
How do we react to changes in nature?

Making, Buying, and Selling
How do the goods we make,
buy, and sell connect us?
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in government? " influence the way we live?
Different Perspectives,
Different Points of View

What makes people view the
same experience differently?

Through the Storyteller's Eyes

What do we learn when we look at
the world through the eyes of others?

Technological Advancements
What is the value of innovation?

Robot Revolutions
How do we make decisions about
developing new technology?

Heroes and Villains
What mofivates a hero?

Decisions, Decisions
What helps us solve problems?

Communities Past and Present Changing Lives,

What is a community? Changing Communities
How do communities evolve?

Earth’s Surface Nature’s Fury

How do Earth’s natural
processes impact our lives?

How do we understand change?

Time, Money, and Values

What do our economic choices
fell us about ourselves?

Resources Impact Economies
How does access fo resources
influence people’s lives?
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help us achieve our goals?
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Distinct Voices, Diverse Perspectives

How can other perspectives
help us evaluate the world?

Innovation in a Changing World

What value does technology
bring fo people’s lives?

Struggles for Survival
What compels us fo survive?

The American Revolution
How does confiict shape a sociefy?

Water

What does water mean to people
and the sociefies they live in?

Economies in Transition

How do economic
changes impact society?

forming Matter

wiy do we measure
and describe the world?



Close Reading

In Grades K-1, students learn how
to interact with texts as a first step
toward close reading and text
annotation.

Crow Learns a Lesson
3 :
N

Short Read 2

)| The San Francisco
mnnaeas Rarthquake, 1906:

you read. |

An Eyewitness Account

Crow found a piece of cheese and

. by Emma Burke
HeW up 1'0 a +ree +o eq+ l*- Fox saw her At 5:12a.m.on April 18,1906, residents of San Francisco, California,

were jolted out of their beds by the first shock of a violent earthquake.
More than a century later, this quake still ranks as one of the most

a nd had a pICI n. significant geological events of all time. Emma M. Burke, who lived on
Waller Street near Golden Gate Park at the time of the earthquake,
published this account of her experiences that fateful day.

“You have such a wonderful voice!”

1 No one can comprehend the calamity to San Francisco
= “ = |”? in its entirety. The individual experience can probably

he sa Id‘ Please SI ng {Or me: So Crow give the general public the clearest idea. I was one of the

fortunate ones, for neither personal injury nor death

Sang Gnd +he Cheese 'Fe” dOWn ! Then visited my household. But what I saw and felt I will try to

Fox ran away with the cheese.

Sacramento Street in
San Francisco during the
1906 earthquake

In Grades 2-5, students
{ annotate each text and

) e )

i

A as they read closely to
4l answer questions and
gather evidence.




Multiple Purposes for Rereading

Close Reading to Analyze Texts

First Reading

Identify Key Ideas & Details
Summarize

Multiple Close Readings

Analyze Craft & Make Inferences Compare & Contrast
Structure Draw Conclusions Multiple Texts




Using Text Evidence in Writing

Using Text Evidence in Writing

During writing to sources mini lessons in Grades K-1,
students learn how to find and use key details from

a text they have read to support an idea or opinion.
Students also use texts as inspiration for their creative
writing.

Beginning in Grade 2, students write informational,
opinion, and narrative texts based on one or more
sources they have read. Through engaging prompts
and explicit mini-lessons, they become proficient in
the kind of writing they will be required to do on new
assessments.

Writing to Sources

Opinion

In the play “The True Jack?” each
character shares his or her opinion of
Jack, the main character in “Jack and the
Beanstalk.” Which character’s point ol
view do you most agree with? State your
opinion, and support it using details from
both texts.

Sample Grade 3 Writing to Source prompt



Writing Plan

This document provides wiing P orthe Yoo

The Benchmark Advance units support writing in response to reading, writing to sources, and process writing.
an overview of the
Unit Topic Week 1 ‘ Week 2 ‘ Week 3

The chart below shows the writing focus in each unit of Grade 1.
[ ] [ ]
W rl t I n l a n fo r' t h e e a r' | | Government and Daily Writing to Sources
Citizenship (Narrative, Informative, and Opinion Tasks)

. . -l i ]
" 1 1 2 | Character Daily Writing to Sources 5-Day Process Writing. P(r)o;e_ss Witin
INn each unitin eac grade i
3 Life Science Daly Writing to Sources 5-Day Process Writing: Infor

mative/Explanatory

leve l 9 I n C l u d I n g b Ot h 4 | pointof View Daily Wrting to Sources 5-Day Process Writing: Narra-

tive
14 Technol 5-Day Proces Witing
echnology G -Day Process Writing:
Writing to Sources and I
o 10-Day Process Writing:
P W ° t ° 6 Theme Daily Writing to Sources Personal Narratives
rO C e S S r I I n g ° History and I 10-Day Research and Process Writing:
! Culture Ul i Seivees Informative Texts
8 | EarthScience Daily Writing to Sources oSy Reseach il Prcess Wl qn_d Process Witn
Opinion
9 Economics 15-Day Research and Process Writing: Informative Texts

2-Week Poetry Process Writing:
10 | Physical Science Sensory Word Poems (Week 1); Reflection Week

Acrostics (Week 2)




Home-School Connections

Dear Family Member,

e This letter exists for each unit at
each grade level.

e The first page has an overview of

Welcome to our next unit of study, “Ways Characters Shape Stories.”

In this unit, we’ll be reading folktales, myths, poems, and stories.
We’ll meet some well-known characters like King Midas and Paul
Bunyan, and we’ll also get to know new ones like a Russian girl called
Snow White. As we read the selections, we’ll be looking carefully

at the characters, noticing how they are described and what
personality traits we can infer from their actions. We’ll also examine

+ i Iy

character motivations and discuss what char
of their actions.

the topic and big idea of the unit.

“Ways Characters Shape Stories” is an interes|
will stimulate some lively discussions that will,
at home. | look forward to working together a
Should you have any questions about our rea
your child’s progress, please don’t hesitate to

e The second page consists of
connections to the topic,

vocabulary, comprehension, and
word study concepts taught in the
unit, with ideas for activities
parents can complete with their

) Example from
children at home.

Grade 3, Unit 2

e Teachers will send this home at

Ways Characters Shape Stories

In this unit, we read different kinds of fiction and think in
depth about the question “How do our actions influence our
lives?” Here are some activities designed to continue the
character and story analysis we’ve done in class and to build
on the skills and concepts your child has learned. Hopefully
you'll even have some fun, t0o, as you work together!

Topic Connaction

What a Character!

It's not just when we're reading books or
watching movies that we find oursetves
thinking about characters. Understanding the
people we meet in fiction helps us understand
the people we meet in our lives. So the next
time you and your child are watching a movie,
reading a book or interacting with someone,
take a moment to talk about character traits
and motivations.

Vivid Verbs

Authors use active, vivid verbs to help make
their stories come alive. In our current unit,
we've learned a few new vocabulary words
including the verbs stroll and mutter. Discuss
the meaning of the words with your child. How
is strolt ditferent from walk? How about mutter
and say? Try to come up with other words for
walk and say.

C

Summing Up!

Being able to identify and summarize key
events is an important reading sKill. Try to
help your child practice this skill when you are
reading together or watching a TV program or
movie. Ask your child which events in a story
are the most important. Why?

)
)
Compound Words
In our word study instruction, children are
learning compound words (words created
by joining two seperate words with diiferent
meanings). To help your child with this skill, get
24 index cards and write one compound word
on two cards (for example—*head” on one,
“first” on the next). Then shuffle the cards and
take turns flipping them over. The first person
to call out the compound word wins. Below is a
list of compound words from the unit.

headtirst  firelignt  mountaintop  Lakesicle
graveyard  blacksmith  grasshopper  buttercup
firewood  midnight  marketplace  sunflowers

the beginning of every unit.




Name:

Unit 1: Government for the People

Daily Take-Home &@GEWBW @

Grade 3 Daily Take Home Calendar

allendar

Check off each activity as you complete it.

fsovernment
People
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Week 3

paragraphs 1-7 of the text

« It took many years and many laws to
ensure the right to vote for African
Americans.

« Ask: What details in the text support this
idea?

paragraphs 8-11 of the text.

« After reading, ask your child to explain
the sequence of events that led to
women'’s right to vote.

together, alternating paragraphs.

« Point to the word citizens in paragraph
12

« Ask your child to find clues that tell what
the word citizen means.

« Discuss how state laws prevented some
American citizens from voting.

and primary source photographs help him
or her understand the text.

selection.

« Then search for different spelling
combinations that result in long e and
long o sounds. (league, told)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Working Together Working Together Election Day E] Election Day ]'_’ Robert’s Rules of Order |*]
pp. 4-5 — I pp-4-5 — i pp.6-7 pp. 8-9 — {p.10 —
- Invite your child to read aloud the « Examine the images and captions that « Read aloud the first two pages of the « Finish reading aloud the selection « Get scrap paper and pendils.
b selection. accompany the text. selection together, alternating paragraphs. | together, alternating paragraphs.  Set a timer for sixty seconds and see
3 « Discuss the different tasks the volunteers | * What does the map show us? « Ask your child to explain the main idea of | » Ask your child to explain the sequence who can find and list the most short
= performed. - How does the photograph and caption paragraph 37 (how candidates campaign) | of how African Americans, women, and vowel sounds on the page.
« Why was filling sandbags so important? help your understanding of the text? « Ask: What key details support the main young people gained the right to vote.
idea? (give speeches; run ads; meet
voters)
It Is My Right! "1 | ItIs My Right! (1 1ItIs My Right! ’_] It Is My Right! ]j Thomas Paine p. 20 [_[
pp. 12-13 — | pp. 14-17 — | pp. 18-19 — {pp.12-19 — —
« Invite your child to read aloud the first « Read aloud the next four pages together, | « Invite your child to complete the « Ask your child to explain the overall « Invite your child to read aloud the
oV | two pages of the selection. alternating paragraphs. selection. message of this text. selection.
f « Point to the word suffragists in « Ask your child to explain why Rosa Parks | « Ask your child to explain how Cesar « Ask: How does each section support this | » Work together to find different spelling
g paragraph 2 and ask your child to look refused to move her seat. Chavez used peaceful protest to bring message? combinations that result in Iopg s
for clues about what that word means. « Discuss how Rosa Parks's actions about change. « Ask: What do all these leaders have in sounds. (became, swayed, raised, vain)
« Then take turns making up sentences inspired others. « Ask: What other examples of peaceful common?
using the term. protest are mentioned in this text?
Winning the Right to Winning the Right to ( Winning the Right to | J Winning the Right to |’ ] One Nation from Many ]
Vote pp. 22-24 Vote pp.24-26 ‘- | Vote pp. 26-29 - Vote pp. 22-29 \ p-30 —
« Invite your child to read aloud « Invite your child to read aloud « Finish reading aloud the selection « Ask your child to explain how time lines « Invite your child to read aloud the

AR I I I I I T I I B I R I I T T I N I I I



Take-Home Activity Calendar

Do at least one adivily each week. Draw an X or an O
on it when finished. Can you creale a row of Xs or Os?

Read Together

Reread “In the Neighborhood”

(poges 4—5)wﬂhyvouchlld Read
one sentence, then have your child
read the next senfence. Take fums

through the whole fext. &

Sing Along
Sing “Can You Keep Earth Clean?
(pages 14-15) with your child.

Uppercase Hunt

Help your child point fo and
name all the u lefters in

Nel hbors
o the Rescuel

Haveyoudlilddmwopichm
that shows how you can do good
in the neighborhood. Then, falk

with hild about
your chi 2

L @)
) & |

How Does He Feel?

Look ot the pictures from “Tim
Can Clean” [pages 18-21). Talk
with your child about how Tim
feels in each piclure. Ask: “Why
do you think Tim feels that way?”

Picture Walk

Have your child use the pictures
from “One Big Wagon!” (pages
268-31) fo refallthe dory

‘.4‘ ‘f

What Do You See?

Talk with your child about what
you see in your neighborhood.
Then, have your child write a

Word Huant

Have a word hunt with your
child. Look for words with short
i, such as big, rip, him. Help
your child find them in signs,
newspapers, magazines, and
any print you see.

big &

My Favorite

Have your child read o favorite
fext from this book fo you.
Then, ask your child fo explain
what makes it o favorite.

Game Directions
B St on i e bonck.

© Have each player roll one die,
move a marker (e.g., a penny) up
that number of spaces, and read
the word.

© If corred, the next player plays.

©. If wrong, the player moves back
and the next player plays.
(5 Gmleendswhenolplayershove

Family Night



Student Benchmark Universe Portal

Montgomerys Student o

Switch Dashboard | Sign Out &

= ard Showmehow ~ SystemCheck @
%
My Library Messages Assignments My Reading Log
Bercmark £ I eservr

Let’s
Exploge



Student Portal: My Library

In My Library, parents
can access:

e Whole Group texts
e E-pocketcharts

e Small group texts

LIBRARY Search for Title or Keyword

@ o

Benchmark Advance c2018 /.

GRADE

o EIETEEC

« Start Over

k|| 1 Whole Group Texts and Resources
w

0 R
f};]‘ o|[7 }{‘;‘W Unit 1 Government ..

9 H 10 S Mclgiqq
e Decisions

LANGUAGE

enaLsH }
NS

SPANISH Unit 6 Making Decis... ~ Unit7

E-Pocket Chart

S
Communities

=iy

Advancements
in Technelogy.

o
Animal
Adaptations

Ealherg’
Climate

Titen and Now

o Interactions

- S
E,s;:.“l: o

Unit 10 Forces and ...

BENCHMARK

CrPolclen]

Cha 1]

TR 4R

Benchmark Advanc...

‘Small Group Texts and Resources

Dayatthe
Market

ADayatthe Public...  AVisitto the New A... Alexander Graham ... Amazing Animal Se...  Androcles and the L... .




Student Portal:
My Reading Log and Assignments

In My Reading Log, parents can G — pp— T
See: O 1w \iyw ,,,,,,,,,
@ 1 (2w
O 1w (& wn
e Texts students have been P p—
assigned to read
e Reviews students have written
In ASSign mentS, pa rentS Can See: Assignments Tally You currently have no assignments.
® 0 Not Started
e Assignments not started, in g

progress, and completed.




Thank you for partnering with us on our new literacy
journey.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to
reach out and please complete our survey for this
evening.

Colleen M Roux@mcpsmd.org

CCF

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS
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