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The Galway Pledge : We pledge to respect 
one another, to be trustworthy and fair. We will 
care about each other, and be good citizens. 
Above all else, I will take responsibility for my 
actions, in a quest to build a better you…and a 
better me. 
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Our Vision: Galway Elementary School will empower students 
to be valued, productive members of a global society. 

Principally Speaking:  “Celebrating the Holidays” 

 
Many of us are thinking about how we will celebrate the holidays with the 
rising Covid rates and how we prepare our children for the changes this peri-
od.   These tips will help you explain the changes to your children without 
alarming them.  Your response will be a signal to them on how they should 
think about the holidays and if they should be alarmed about the changes.   
 
The safest way to celebrate this year is to pay attention to the local infor-
mation for Montgomery County and the state of Maryland.  We are so fortu-
nate to live in an area where local authorities keep us up to date with current 
information. 
 
Celebrating the holidays is important to all of us and here are some ways you 
can still continue long-held family traditions and begin new ones together:   

 Don’t be afraid to skip gatherings.  It is important to consider that staying 
at home with the people you live with may be a safer alternative to large 
family gatherings. 

 Tell your children as soon as possible about any changes in family tradi-
tions. 

 Let children know you will still celebrate but it will be different. 

 Have a family meeting and ask your children to give you some 
ideas about how to make the holidays special.  Try to incorporate 
some of their ideas. 

 Let them know that this year is temporary, not permanent. 

 Identify the family tradition that is most important to the family and de-
cide  how you will keep that tradition in a safe manner. 

 Try something new to make the holiday exciting.  Bake something togeth-
er or play a game together you haven’t played before.  Start a new tradi-
tion. 

 Identify ways to serve others.  Service is a good way to help children get  
their minds off themselves and focus on someone else.  They could                
write notes of gratitude to other family members, their teachers or nurs-
ing  home patients. 

 Celebrate virtually with love ones.  As much as we hate Zoom, Face-time 
and the social networks and want a break, we can still spend time with 
family when we are not together in the same space.  Make it fun! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

December 8 
PTA General Meeting  7:30-8:30 
 
December 14-20 
Chef’s Week-Angel’s Pizza & Pasta 
PTA Fundraiser 
 
December 16 
Learning Center Parent Night 
6:30-7:30 
 
December 17 
Food Distribution  4:00 pm 
 
December 21-23 
Spirit Week 
 
December 23-January 1 
Winter Break-Schools Closed 
 
 



 

 

Parent Preference Survey  

The Parent Preference Survey launched Nov. 11 and the responses will play a critical part in our 
planning for the return of students.  We understand this is a difficult decision to make given that 
details on what in-person learning will look like are yet to be determined. MCPS is asking parents 
to make a selection now because the number of students who want to return and other infor-
mation shared through the survey will help inform the design of the in-person instructional mod-
el, the number of school buildings we can open and scheduling. This one-page guide was devel-
oped to help parents determine what works best for their specific family circumstances.  Decem-
ber 7 is the last day to complete the survey.  Students will automatically stay virtual if the survey is not completed. 
Families can expect to receive more information about their school-specific plan and instructional model in January. 

 

PTA Meeting Tuesday, December 8, 2020       7:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Please join the Galway Lions PTA for our General Membership Meeting on Zoom.  We would love to see you online to hear 

your opinions on events so far, to give us ideas on what you’d like to see in the PTA in 2021, and to simply chat.  

Zoom Meeting Info: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89304714515      Meeting ID: 893 0471 4515 

 

Equity Hubs Open to MCPS Students 
The Children’s Opportunity Fund and the Black and Brown Coalition for Education-
al Equity and Excellence are coordinating low-cost child care and distance learning 
support for MCPS students at facilities across the county. Priority is given to low-
income, kindergarten through Grade 5 students, and students needing additional 
assistance with virtual learning. Learn more at EquityHubs.org or by telephone at 
240-200-4999. We are scheduled to have a hub at Galway run by Acade-
my@Galway.  Please contact Jade Gilchrist, PCC, Jade_L_Gilchrist@mcpsmd.org 
if you are interested. 

Centros de equidad (Equity Hubs) abiertos a los estudiantes de MCPS 
El Fondo de Oportunidades para Niños (Children’s Opportunity Fund) y la Coalición para la Equidad y Ex-
celencia Educativa para Personas de Raza Negra y Morena (Black and Brown Coalition for Educational Equity 
and Excellence) están coordinando cuidado infantil de bajo costo y apoyo al aprendizaje a distancia para estu-
diantes de MCPS en instalaciones de todo el condado. Se da prioridad a los alumnos de Kindergarten al 
Grado 5 de bajos ingresos y a los estudiantes que necesitan ayuda adicional con el aprendizaje virtual. 
Conozca más en EquityHubs.org o por teléfono, llamando al 240-200-4999.  Estamos programados para tener 
un centro en Galway dirigido por Academy@Galway.  Póngase en contacto con Jade Gilchrist, PCC, 
Jade_L_Gilchrist@mcpsmd.org si está interesado. 

 
 

Don’t Forget to Activate Your ParentVue Account 
ParentVue is the brand new, powerful, single location for all information about how your child is doing in 
school. ParentVUE also is a new tool we use to stay connected with you.  
When you are logged into ParentVUE you can: 

 See your child’s schedule; 

 Check your child’s grades (and report card); 

 Check your child’s assignments; 

 Send a message to your child’s teacher; and 

 Update your contact information. 
Soon, you will even be able to see a report on Student Service Learning Hours (SSL). If you haven’t yet acti-
vated your account, please be on the lookout for an e-mail and/or a notification via U.S. mail because MCPS 
will send you a new activation letter. Once you’ve received your activation letter, simply visit 
www.MCPSParentVUE.org to activate your account. 
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2FuploadedFiles%2Freopening%2FFamily%2520Guide%2520In%2520Person%2520Experiences_%2520%2520One%2520Pager.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cdorothea_fuller%40mcpsmd.org%7C10ee1d9a3e
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2FuploadedFiles%2Freopening%2FFamily%2520Guide%2520In%2520Person%2520Experiences_%2520%2520One%2520Pager.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cdorothea_fuller%40mcpsmd.org%7C10ee1d9a3e
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89304714515
http://equityhubs.org/
http://equityhubs.org/
http://www.mcpsparentvue.org/


 

 



 

 


