MCPS Instrumental Music Performance Assessment
 Scoring Guide-Level 1 & 2 Woodwinds & Brass

Total Points: 22-28 Full Understanding, 15-21 General Understanding, 8-14 Some Understanding, 0-7 Minimal Understanding
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	Posture
	Student always sits/stands tall with feet flat in front of chair.  
	Student usually sits/stands tall with feet flat in front of chair.  
	Student rarely sits/stands tall with feet flat in front of chair.  
	Student sits hunched over, leaning with back on chair, elbows resting on thighs.  

	Playing Position

(hand/fingers/arm)
	Student always holds instrument at the correct angle with arched fingers in the correct location.  
	Instrument is usually held at the correct angle with arched fingers are usually correct.  
	Instrument is usually held incorrectly.  
	Instrument is held at the incorrect angle and also uses incorrect hand position.  

	Embouchure
	Student displays proper embouchure.
	Student generally forms embouchure correctly with minor flaws during performance.  
	Student attempts proper embouchure but is seldom correct.  
	Student is unable to display a proper embouchure.  

	Tone
	Tone is focused, clear, and full.  
	Tone is generally focused and clear.  
	Tone can be shallow or unfocused and at times is harsh and out of control.  
	Tone is extremely unfocused, fuzzy, or harsh most of the time.  

	Rhythmic


	Student plays correct rhythms throughout and maintains a steady beat.  
	Student plays rhythms correctly most of the time and generally maintains a steady beat.  
	Playing correct rhythms is sometimes attempted but is usually incorrect.  
	No evidence of rhythmic understanding is present.  

	Pitch 
	Student plays corrected notes and pitches throughout.  
	Student displays evidence of pitch knowledge but minor errors are present.  
	Frequent errors are evident to the detriment of the performance.  
	The song is unrecognizable due to the majority of notes played incorrectly.  

	Articulation
	Student demonstrates appropriate articulation (tonguing, slurs, & accents) throughout.  
	Student demonstrates articulation with minor errors in the approach to tonguing.  
	Tonguing technique is inconsistent and lacks a clear attack.  
	Student demonstrates no evidence of an understanding of how to articulate with the tongue.  


