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Academic Vocabulary 
 
Researchers such as Kinsela, 2003; Becks, 2002; Marzano, 2005; and Scarcella 2003, stress that vocabulary knowledge is strongly correlated to academic 
achievement. Academic language or vocabulary is essential to reading comprehension, learning, and applying concepts. This type of vocabulary used during 
instruction is known as Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP). It differs from the language used in daily social interactions, known as Basic 
Interpersonal Communicative Skills (BICS). The WIDA Consortium categorizes academic vocabulary from content areas into three categories – General, Specific 
and Technical language. ESOL teachers can use WIDA’s Performance Definitions to guide their planning for systematic and explicit vocabulary instruction. As the 
students progress towards attaining English language proficiency, their use of more complex vocabulary must also increase. 
 

Engaging English language learners with vocabulary across the curriculum in multiple contexts and language domains helps them build word consciousness 
(metalinguistic skills) as well as gain a deeper understanding of concepts. Closing the vocabulary gap for ELLs will level the playing field by providing them a 
strong foundation for the knowledge and skills needed in the 21st century. 
 

The list on the following page delineates the type of vocabulary needed to access each content area during the marking period. Specific Language Vocabulary 
words are listed by content because they are important to learning the vocabulary in context during the marking period, however, they may also be used in other 
content areas. 

 

MENU

General Language Vocabulary 
Words required for basic communication. They are 
often learned through context. 

Specific Language Vocabulary 
They are academic words that appear in high 
frequency across content areas and need to be 
taught explicitly. (Listed in orange.) 

Technical Language Vocabulary 
Words limited to a specific content, low frequency, 
and best taught in a relevant context. (Listed in 
black.) 

• Basic Interpersonal Communicative Skills (BICS) 
• Highest frequency vocabulary 
• General content vocabulary  

• Appear frequently across content areas (e.g., 
describe, synthesize, analyze, pattern, solution) 

• Multiple-meaning words used in a variety of 
contexts and contents 

• Provides an efficient way to express a known 
concept 

• Low frequency words or phrases 
• Limited to a specific content  
• Best taught in context as needed 

Click on link for professional development: 

 What is Academic Language? Webcast 
http://www.colorincolorado.org/webcasts/academiclanguage/ 

 Articles on academic vocabulary building 
http://www.scoe.org/docs/ah/AH_kinsella2.pdf 
http://innovativocab.wikispaces.com/file/view/MarzVocabiGami.pdf 
http://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/literacy/files/Vocabulary/choosingwords/Which_Words_to_Teach.pdf 

 Models and strategies for Vocabulary Awareness and Mastery - This model for vocabulary instruction promotes vocabulary building and comprehension 
(see Slides 19 and 20 when visiting link below) 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/development/resources/ELLs/player.html 
http://www.elltoolbox.com/vocabulary-activities.html 

 The Language of Mathematics: Indirect Comparison - Which line is longer? 
https://mymcps-instruction.mcpsmd.org/sites/ic/_layouts/mcps.olc.home/resourceview.aspx?ResourceID=2690&ViewPage=1 

 Academic Language Function Toolkit 
http://orh.sweetwaterschools.org/files/2012/06/Academic-Language-Functions-toolkit.pdf 

http://www.colorincolorado.org/webcasts/academiclanguage/
http://www.scoe.org/docs/ah/AH_kinsella2.pdf
http://innovativocab.wikispaces.com/file/view/MarzVocabiGami.pdf
http://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/literacy/files/Vocabulary/choosingwords/Which_Words_to_Teach.pdf
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/development/resources/ELLs/player.html
http://www.elltoolbox.com/vocabulary-activities.html
https://mymcps-instruction.mcpsmd.org/sites/ic/_layouts/mcps.olc.home/resourceview.aspx?ResourceID=2690&ViewPage=1
http://orh.sweetwaterschools.org/files/2012/06/Academic-Language-Functions-toolkit.pdf


ESOL GRADE 2 
 

Montgomery County Public Schools, Maryland 2 
Curriculum 2.0 Grade 2 – 2015 

Note: Use this document to select the requisite academic vocabulary necessary to make the content of the curriculum comprehensible for ESOL students. Words 
are listed in the order they are addressed during the marking period and grouped according to the context in which they are taught. Specific Language Vocabulary 
used across contents is listed in Orange and Technical Language Vocabulary is listed in Black. 

General Language Vocabulary  
Select words based on students’ needs to communicate in the classroom and school and to complete specific tasks. 

sort, write, record, read, match, describe, solve, compare, predict, edit, revise, observe, describe, draw, present, sing, question, same, different, base ten blocks,  
1–1000 chart, graphic organizer, timeline, checklist, book, journal, instrument, ball 

Thinking and Academic Success Skills Vocabulary – Synthesis and Effort/Motivation/Persistence 
put together, combine, multisensory, conclusion, pursue,  persevere, energy, drive, enthusiasm, interest, commitment, desire, diligent, goal, personal achievement, 
accomplishment, determined 

Specific Language Vocabulary and Technical Language Vocabulary by Content 

Art 
feeling, meaning, inspiration, observation, popular culture, artist, contrast, texture, form, space, shadow, background, design, pattern, 
symmetry, shape (e.g., organic, geometric, circle, triangle, square/rectangle, star, heart, cross), color, warm, cool, line (e.g., straight, zig zag, curvy, 
curly, wavy, spiral, dotted/dashed, thick, thin, diagonal, horizontal, vertical), sketch, pottery 

Health 
Education 

disease, communicable disease, non-communicable disease, risk factor, bacteria, virus, contagious, germ, protozoa, fungi, transmission, 
cardiovascular disease, pulmonary disease, cancer, tumor, allergy, asthma, lice and ticks, parasite, gluten, Celiac Disease, seizure, epilepsy, 
diabetes, glucose, ADHD Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

Information 
Literacy 

thick/thin questions, chronology, timeline, fact, opinion, personal connection, poetry, biography, multimedia product, audio recording, visual 
image, Clicker 5, Pixie, Kidspiration, Photo Story, Audacity, MS Word, digital/print resource (e.g., SIRS Discoverer, Encyclopedia Britannica Online, 
database, journal, print encyclopedia, fiction/non-fiction book), text features (e.g., keywords, search features, table of contents, subject index, tabs, 
section heading, bold words), source list (e.g., author, organization, title, publisher, year of publication) 

Math 
shape, attribute, side, corner, square corner, face, compose, decompose, place value, hundreds, tens, ones, add, addend, sum, subtract, 
difference, equation, number line, place value model, rectangle, square, quadrilateral, pentagon, hexagon, triangle, rectangular prism, cube, cone, 
cylinder, sphere 

Music 
loud, soft, slow, fast, mood, feeling, repeated pattern, improvisation, song, lyrics, music, melody, rhythm, beat, meter, set, dynamics, forte, 
piano, tempo, lento, allegro, ritard, accelerando, pitch, solfege, compose, arrange music, notate, staff, eighth note, quarter note, half note, rest, 
style, classical music, Baroque, Modern 

Physical 
Education 

goal, practice, feedback, teamwork, excuse, athlete, dribble, pathway, pass, trap, soccer, strike, paddle, racket, 

Reading 
main topic, sequence, rhythm, visualize, poem,  characteristic, repetition, informational text, biography,  fable, folktale, culture,key details, events, 
thoughts, actions, feelings,central message, lesson, moral, main idea, main purpose, text feature (e.g., title, table of contents, chapter heading, 
chapter, subtitle, bold words, image, illustration, caption, glossary), adjective, verb 

Science 
and 

Engineering 

observation, phase, horizon, growth, development, human, plant, animal, air, food, water, space, survive, larva, caterpillar, chrysalis, 
butterfly, natural environment, habitat, stage, life cycle, organism, external features, behaviors, endangered, extinct, bones, fossil, celestial, star, 
sun, sunspot, planet, moon, crater, Earth, axis, rotate, revolve, satellite, orbit, tilt, weather, light, shadow, astronomy, astronomer, telescope 

Social 
Studies 

celebrate, achievement, history, holiday, authority, leader, pattern, relationship, achievement, inspiration, transportation, communication, 
community, technology, courage, loyalty, timeline, biography, chronology, artifact, event, past, present, authority, power, duties, president, 
constitution, rules, laws, government, citizens, civic participation, memorial, rights, civil rights,  abolitionist, common good, contribute, graphic 
organizer, hero, title, segment, source, memorial, responsibility, segregation, slavery, suffragist 

Writing 

topic, personal connection, rhythm, visualize, voice, sentence fluency, poem (e.g., cinquain, concrete poem, list poem, free verse poem), 
sensory image, repetition, comparison writing, informational writing, main idea, opening, fact, opinion, supporting details, ending, conclusion, 
closing, concluding sentence, digital/print resource, text features (e.g., keywords, search features, table of contents, subject index, tabs, subject 
heading, bold words), source list (e.g., author, organization, title, publisher, year of publication), adjective, verb, noun, apostrophe 

https://mymcps-instruction.mcpsmd.org/sites/ic/_layouts/mcps.olc.home/resourceview.aspx?ResourceID=12500&ViewPage=1
https://mymcps-instruction.mcpsmd.org/sites/ic/_layouts/mcps.olc.home/resourceview.aspx?ResourceID=12496&ViewPage=1

