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DISCUSSIONS AND DECISIONS.   
 
The purpose of the meeting was to review some preliminary concepts with school staff.  The concepts 
were presented to promote discussion. 

1.   Blue / Loop Option 

a. Courtyard will need to be dual level to allow for natural light into Technology Suite 

b. Tennis Courts too remote from P.E. spaces in this option. 

2. Purple / Pod Option 

a. This Option was the least desirable classroom arrangement because it limits the number of 
classrooms that can be in a “group”.  Less flexible than other options for grouping classrooms.  
There were also concerns about it being more difficult to monitor with more individual public 
spaces. 

3. Red / Bar Option 

a. This Option has the preferred Music arrangement, somewhat isolated from the rest of the building 
for sound and located immediately adjacent to the back of the stage. 



 
RE:  Col. E. Brooke. Lee Middle School Replacement 
Page 2  November 21, 2018 

 
 
4. In the morning, students will gather in the cafeteria or gymnasium before being released to classes.  

Concepts should make provisions for this gathering and provide easy entrances from buses and car 
drop-off points to these spaces. 

5. Designs should consider how the different grades can be separated, especially 6th Grade from the 
rest of the building.  Science should be dispersed to allow use by different grades. 

6. Extensions Suite 

a. Prefer a location on the lower level or with easy access to the elevator and a stair. 

b. Extensions Program wants a second bus loading area and separate entrance from the rest of the 
school population 

c. Extensions suite should not be isolated from the rest of the building.  Enhanced Acoustical 
treatment surrounding this space may be required. 

7. Music – At recent other Middle Schools, the Teachers desks have been moved into the classroom 
spaces, and the office space has been combined with the Storage Room, allowing for larger storage 
an additional place for practice. 

8. Lockers – The was a lot of discussion about the benefits and drawbacks of locker pods vs. lockers 
along the corridors.  Future options will present both options for further discussion. 

9. Adjacent Park space is used for Science Classes, and as a place to evacuate to in the case of an 
emergency.  There will be a fence at the property line, but it will be gated to preserve access. 

10. MCPS to provide bus total goals for both standard buses and smaller extension buses. 
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The above information is the writer’s recollection of the discussions and decisions at the meeting.  Should 
there be any additions or corrections, please notify the writer within two weeks of distribution for 
correction. 
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Col. E. Brooke Lee Middle School

Meeting Schedule

Staff Meeting 

November 19, 2018, 4:00pm

SD Work Session #1

December 4, 2018, 6:30pm

SD Work Session #2

December 18, 2018, 4:00pm

PTA Presentation

January 2019

Herbert Hoover Middle School Modernization

LEED Gold
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Design Process

Options presented are not the final options. 

Options presented are intentionally different to 

promote discussion.

Options will evolve based on the discussion.  

SD Meeting #1 Goals

Focus on big decisions, leave small decisions for 

future meetings

� Determine new building location on the 

site

� Determine preferred classroom 

groupings

� Establish preferred locations and 

adjacencies of major programs

� Media Center

� Dining

� Linkages

� Lockers – Pods vs. Hallways

� Reduce number of Options

Cedar Lee Middle School Library Addition
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Existing Site Plan
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Classroom Loop Option – Construction Plan
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Classroom Loop Option – Site Plan
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Classroom Loop Option – First Floor Plan
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Classroom Loop Option – Second Floor Plan
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Classroom Loop Option – Third Floor Plan
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Existing Site Plan
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Classroom Pod Option – Construction Plan
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Classroom Pod Option – Site Plan
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Classroom Pod Option – First Floor Plan
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Classroom Pod Option – Second Floor Plan
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Classroom Pod Option – Second Floor Plan
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Existing Site Plan
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Classroom Bar Option – Construction Plan
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Classroom Bar Option – Site Plan
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Classroom Bar Option - First Floor Plan
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Classroom Bar Option - Second Floor Plan
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Classroom Bar Option  - Third Floor Plan
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Classroom Loop Option – Site PlanLoop Option Pros

� Major construction distant from 

neighbors

� Longer student pick-up queuing

� “Front” door set back from 

Monticello AV 

� Central walking area between 

parking and bus loop funnels 

student traffic to front door

� “Open” area for SWM at low 

point of site

� Public functions easily isolated 

for after-hours use

� Team grouping flexibility along 

corridors

Loop Option Cons

� More construction closer to 

existing school

� 2nd Construction access works 

better if some classrooms are 

removed

� “Front” door set back from 

Monticello AV 

� Tennis Courts remote from other 

PE functions

� Loading dock faces open areas of 

site
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Classroom Pod Option – Site PlanPod Option Pros

� Construction further from 

existing school

� Pod Classrooms clustered 

reinforce smaller sense of 

community in classrooms / teams

� Extended Learning breakout 

space adjacent to classrooms

Pod Option Cons

� Major construction closer to 

neighbors

� Shorter student pick-up queuing

� Tennis Courts remote from other 

PE functions

� Majority of Staff parking far from 

front door.

� After-hours use will have full 

access to main hallway to get to 

gym, or second entrance.

� Pod classrooms limit flexibility for 

uneven size grades / teams
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Classroom Bar Option – Site PlanBar Option Pros

� Construction further from 

existing school

� Team grouping flexibility along 

corridors

� Extended Learning breakout 

space adjacent to classrooms

Pod Option Cons

� Major construction closer to 

neighbors

� Shorter student pick-up queuing

� Tennis Courts remote from other 

PE functions

� Majority of Staff parking far from 

front door.

� After-hours use of gym will 

require second entrance.
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