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Unit 5 — The Language of Algebra  

Instructional Flow — Unit 5 — The Language of Algebra 
 

  I.  Prior Knowledge Activation 
• activating background knowledge 
• pre-assessing student understanding 

 

 II.  Combine Like Terms 
• applying mathematical properties 
• simplifying algebraic expressions 

 

 III.  Linear Functions 
• representing linear functions on a graph 
• determining when functions are linear 

 

 
 IV.  Rate of Change 

• exploring different rates of change 
• determining rate of change from graphic representations of linear 

functions 
 

 
 V.  Direct and Inverse Variation 

• investigating constant rate of change and direct variation 
• connecting and comparing direct variation to inverse variation 
• solving problems with direct and inverse variation 

 

 VI.  Lines of Fit  
• determining a line of fit for a set of data in a scatter plot 
• making predictions about data from a line of fit 

 

 VII.  Equations 
• using equations to solve problems 
• making connections between solutions and various representations  

 
 

 VIII.  Inequalities 
• using inequalities to solve problems  
• making connections between solutions and various representations 

 

 
 IX.  Literal Equations 

• extending and applying processes used with equations to literal equations 
• applying and solving literal equations for an indicated variable 
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