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What has changed?

Grade Calculations for Secondary Courses: A new final grade calculation will be implemented for all
students in grades 6-12. Beginning school year 2025-2026, the final course grade is determined by calculating
the average of the numeric grades from each marking period. Teachers will no longer use grade calculation
charts to determine the final letter grade.
o For semester-long courses: the final grade is the average of the two marking period grades, calculated
by adding the numeric grades from both marking periods and dividing the sum by two.
o For full-year courses: the final grade is the average of all four numeric grades, calculated by adding the
grades and dividing the total by four.
o End-Of-Course (EOC) exam courses: the grade weight of an Maryland State Department of Education
(MSDE) end-of-course assessment in Biology and NSL Gov’t is 20% of the semester B grade.

Marking Periods (MP) 2 & 4 Summative Assessments: Districtwide summative assessments will be
implemented for specific subjects. Assessments will count for 10% of the MP 2 and MP 4 grade. A list of
identified courses is forthcoming.

Report Cards: The MCPS secondary report card will be updated to reflect the new approach to reporting
student performance.

Reassessment: In all secondary courses, teachers will provide students with at least two reassessment
opportunities in the All Tasks category per marking period. The following assessments may not be reassessed:
end-of-course assessments, marking period assessments, required district assessments, end of semester summative
assessments; final research papers, projects or essays; and culminating projects or performances.

Due dates and deadlines:
o No deadline may be longer than 10 school days after the original due date.
o To ensure timely grade reporting, late work will not be accepted during the final 5 school days leading
up to the end of each marking period.

Assigning a 50%: Teachers shall not assign lower than 50% if the student’s work shows evidence of making
progress on the relevant standards that are being assessed regardless of product or accuracy. Teachers shall
continue to offer support and intervention.

Returning Student Work: Graded work will be returned to the student within 10 school days.
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