APPROVED Rockvill e, Maryl and
32-1984 June 20, 1984

The Board of Education of Montgonery County net in special session
at the Educational Services Center, Rockville, Mryland, on Monday,
June 20, 1984, at 8 p.m

ROLL CALL Present: Ms. Marilyn J. Praisner, President in
the Chair
M. Blair G BEw ng
Ms. Suzanne K Peyser
M. Peter Robertson
Dr. Robert E. Shoenberg

James E. Cronin
Marian L. Greenblatt

Absent : .
s. Odessa M Shannon

Dr
Dr
M
O hers Present: Dr. Wlnmer S Cody, Superintendent of
School s
Dr. Harry Pitt, Deputy Superintendent
Dr. Robert S. Shaffner, Executive
Assi st ant
M. Thomas S. Fess, Parlianentarian
M ss Jacqui e Duby, Board Menber-el ect

Re: Vel cone
M's. Praisner stated that this was a special occasion to wel cone the
new st udent Board nenber and to say goodbye to the outgoing student
Board nmenber. She introduced forner student Board nenbers David
Nai mon and Kurt Hirsch as well as Senator Denis and Del egates
Garrott and Hi xson.

Re: Statenent by Board Menber-el ect

M ss Duby read the follow ng statenent:

"At approximately 6:45 p.m on May 30, | received a phone call

announcing the certified election results. | renenber jotting down
a few figures on the back of an envel ope, hanging up the receiver,
turning to ny Momand saying, 'Well it's all over.” Two days |later

a Board of Education packet arrived at my front door. The real
wor k, of course, is only beginning.

"A good friend recently rem nded ne that what we gain too cheaply we
esteemtoo lightly. Canpaigning over a ten week period was hard
work, and | have described it in rmuch harsher terns. The specifics
of my experiences since February 6 when | first entered the race
"Il save for college applications | suppose. | would just like to
take this opportunity to thank everyone who hel ped ne through them
and nade tonight possible for ne. To ny canpai gn workers who

dedi cated tine and energy putting up posters, distributing litera-
ture, and telling others of your faith in ne, a thousand



t hank-yous. | couldn't have done it wi thout you. To ny teachers at
Spri ngbrook who were so understandi ng of ny constant absences and so
supportive of ny efforts, thank you. To ny friends who cane through
time and again, thank you for the pep tal ks, the hours of |istening,
and for just being the special people that you are. To ny parents
for standing behind me, for taking phone nmessages, for keeping the

gas tank full, for plain putting up with ne, thank you. To Pete,
who has throughout my very short transition period given ne sound
advice as well as warnings, thank you. | would al so add that

tonight's programis a very novel one. The first tinme in three and
a half years | can renmenber your ever follow ng ne.

"To everyone who has wel comed ne to the Board of Education, thank
you. | look forward to working with all of you. | nentioned the
trials and tribulations of the canmpaign trail. For visiting just
over half of the Montgomery County secondary school s since February,
however, | |earned nmuch about the workings of our system the

di versity of student concerns, and the expectations MCPS students
have of their student Board nember. They expect nuch, and | will
make every possible effort to address the needs and concerns of the
49, 000 students whom | represent. Their probing questions,

i npressi ve awareness, as well as the genuine seriousness w th which
nost approach the direct election have won ny respect. | feel
honored to have their faith and will never esteem my position
lightly. One nore word about the direct election process and then a
brief |ook ahead. | was elected by a very large turnout of voters.
Si xty-one percent of all eligible students cast a ballot on May 30.
Every year we increase the effectiveness and efficiency of the
direct election process in existence since 1982. This year much was
made of specific instances in which election regulations were

i gnored. You should realize that in the past no regul ati ons existed
to be ignored. Wth the continued and staunch support of the Board
of Education and the school conmunity in future years, our election
process, the only one of its kind in the country, wll becone one of
whi ch we can all be unequivocally proud.

"Now seens the appropriate tinme to announce that | am junping right
into ny responsibilities as a Board nenber, but in three days | will
board a pl ane heading for Tokyo and pass the better part of the
sumer as an exchange student under the auspices of the Japan/U. S
Senate Schol arship Program Perhaps | will study the Japanese
educational system | know !l wll return with renewed energy and a
fresh perspective in August.

"My hopes for next year are to inprove conmuni cati on with students,
to explore several specific issues in depth, in addition to keeping
up with all Board of Education issues ranging fromnegotiations to
bids for contracts on tomato soup. Although |I have discussed little
el se this past senester, | nust at |east nention issues of great
concern to students and of great interest to me: peer counseling,

i nproved channels for staff evaluation, equity fromschool to schoo
in policy inmplenentation, to nane just a few You will hear nore
fromme on these topics as the year progresses. Now with attention
focused at the national, state, and |ocal |evel on excellence in



education, | consider the Board table an exciting, privileged place
to work. As we ask fundamental questions about our schools, | hope
to insure that the student viewpoint is considered as we formul ate
answers. Thank you for coming tonight, and | appreciate all of your
support.”

Re: Presentation of Certificate to
Qut goi ng Board Menber

On behal f of the nmenbers of the Board, staff, students, and citizens
of Montgonery County, Dr. Cody presented M. Robertson with a
certificate of appreciation for his year on the Board of Education

Re: Remarks by Qutgoi ng Board Menber
M. Robertson read the following into the record:

"I can't say | amunhappy to be here tonight. Tonight marks the end
save for, as you nentioned, one nore neeting and another two after
that. Tonight marks the end of a year of ny life characterized by
too much sitting, far too nmuch paper, and too little sleep. But I
do have two regrets. The first centers on ny year of service to the
students of Montgonery County. A recent statenment in the Washi ngton
Post that | have spoken out |ess effectively than nmy predecessors
doesn't concern nme so nuch, though it is true. | sinply haven't
needed to be as vocal about student concerns because the rest of
this Board usually shares them This Board of Education has all owed
t he student Board nmenber to drop a defensive posture and to be an
equal. | have rarely disagreed with the majority of the Board and
have often chosen not to chine in sinply for the sake of chinng

in. For that | thank all of you.

"My regret is that | did not take full advantage of my position
different | think than that of my predecessors, to be a staunch
advocate of students. Students are |ess confident about self
advocacy than are parents and teachers and ot her nenbers of the MCPS
conmmunity, who are always self confident about self advocacy. Too
often student rights are tranpled by insensitive people with
authority who are either ignorant or defiant of applicable policy,
regul ations, or laws. Too often students are intimdated by the
systemand unwilling to begin a grievance procedure. A truth
exenplified by the fact that only 2 percent of the appeal s that
reach the Board onmbudsman are from students. Don't get me wong. |
don't think there is a crisis in the school system Far fromit.

W have an excell ent school system and excellent people in it. But
inm 11 years in this systemas a student, in MCR and on the
Board, | have occasionally encountered an attitude of 'students
shoul d be seen and not heard.' | think that is an unfortunate
attitude because |I firmy believe that students have a lot to offer
in the school systemw th help and input in the policy making that

t he Board does and al so cooperation in the classroom Respect
begets respect.

"This Board of Education has done a superb job in mending fences with



nost el ements of the conmunity, particularly with students, and it
has been a true privilege to be a part of that. But the belief in
equity and fair play that | believe these seven Board nenbers and
Dr. Cody share with ne needs to be spread constantly throughout the
systemthrough commtted word and deed. Having worked a long tine
wi th Jacquie, | know she understands this, and | know she has the
ability to be a superb advocate of student rights and view points,
an ability she has already denonstrated in MCR M only advice to
her is while it mght make nore sense to keep a | ow profile when you
have no axes to grind - and you seldomw |l with this Board, it is
an unfortunate fact that you owe it to your constituents to be nore
out spoken than | have been

"My other regret is nore upbeat though a bit perverse. | think
actually regret leaving. This year has been a trenmendous | earning
experience for nme, easily worth the school year that |, for al

i ntents and purposes, have missed. It has also been truly enjoyable
and at tines downright fun. For that | owe a great deal nore than
can ever repay to a trenmendous nunber of people. That m ght sound
like a lot of hyperbole but it is nore |ike an understatenent.
"Thank you to all the Board nmenbers, Dr. Cody, Dr. Pitt, Dr.

Shaf fner, and Ms. Wod, for your friendship and respect at the
Board table and away fromit

"Thank you to Ann, David, Lillian, and Mdge for all your help and
for being so kind when | wal ked into the office not really sure who
I was and certainly not very clear as to why | was there on that
particul ar day.

"Thank you to Tom Fess for being ny friend and confident and tour
guide in those exotic places like Frederick and Gettysburg, to name
a few

"Thank you to all the staff in MCPS who have hel ped me and who are
some of the nmpbst caring and conpetent professionals | have ever
known in ny short life. MPSis very lucky to have all of you, and
| certainly could not have made it through this year w thout your
hel p.

"Thank you to M ke M chael son, MCR, and MCJC for constant and
undemandi ng support.

"Thank you to the principal and all the teachers at my school for
thei r understandi ng when | wasn't there and for renmenbering who
was when | cane back.

"Thank you to all of ny friends for keeping ne sane.

"And, finally, thank you, Mom and Dad, for your constant
under standi ng and for not making nme cut the |awn this year

"Jacquie, | comend you sone of the finest people | have ever known
but I pity you for the work you face. Best of luck though you
probably don't need it."



Re: Renmarks by Board Menbers
Dr. Shoenberg, M. Ewing, Ms. Peyser, and Ms. Praisner extended
words of welcome to Mss Duby and thanked M. Robertson for his
service on the Board of Education

Re:  Adj our nnent

The president adjourned the nmeeting at 8:40 and invited nenbers of
t he audi ence to a reception for Mss Duby and M. Robertson

Pr esi dent

Secretary
WEC: m w



