Office of the Superintendent of Schools
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Rockville, Maryland

February 26, 2025

MEMORANDUM

To: Members of the Board of Education i(/ A
From: Thomas W. Taylor, Superintendent o SM ' /7
Subject: Fall 2024 Literacy and Math Update

During the January 9, 2025, Board of Education (Board) business meeting, Board members requested
the following information.

Question:

Ms. Stewart suggested that staff consider using Little Bennett School as a case study and report back
to the Board about what is working.

Response:

The Elementary English Language Arts team in the Office of Curriculum and Instructional Programs
will continue to collaborate with the reading specialist at Little Bennett Elementary School,
as well as schools within the Clarksburg Cluster and their communities, to identify best practices
regarding the fidelity of curriculum implementation, their focused instructional block,
and collaborative planning with Kindergarten through Grade 2 teachers. We will keep the Board
updated on Little Bennett Elementary School’s efforts to ensure meaningful outcomes for their Black
and African American students.

Question

Regarding the information on Slide 8 — Ms. Rivera-Oven requested the following: Is there a way to get
data for these students in the Grade 8 cohort to see how they are doing? With the attached math coach?
How are the EML students doing?

Response:

The Secondary Math Team in the Office of Curriculum and Instructional Programs reported that
the instructional math coach currently is supporting a Grade 8 cohort of students. The team leveraged
data from the Northwest Evaluation Association platform to assess growth across various student
groups. The instructional math coach worked closely with Grade 8 math teachers during collaborative
planning sessions. We have requested additional data from the Department of Shared Accountability
to gain further insight into student performance at Seneca Valley High School, which will be shared
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with the Board upon receipt. Following is the growth data for emergent multilingual learners (EML)
at Martin Luther King Middle School.

The median growth for Grade 8 students by EML
o English Language Learner program: 75
o English Language Learner program — parent refusal: 56.5
e Non-English Language Learner program: 72.5

Question:

Mr. Suvarna requested the following information: What does the data look like when the magnet
students are disaggregated? Please provide the disaggregated information.

Response:
During the presentation, the secondary math team in the Office of Curriculum and Instructional

Programs shared Northwest Evaluation Association growth percentile data. The following table
provides further disaggregation between magnet and non-magnet student participation.
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If you have further questions, please contact Mrs. Niki T. Hazel, associate superintendent
for curriculum and instructional programs, Office of the Chief Academic Officer, via email.
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