Office of the Superintendent of Schools
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Rockville, Maryland

December 18, 2024

MEMORANDUM

To: Members of the Board of Education

From: Thomas W. Taylor, Superintendent of Schools
Subject: 2025-2026 Draft School Year Calendar

During the October 22, 2024, Board of Education meeting regarding item 7.1, Draft School Year
Calendar, Ms. Silvestre asked, “How will a longer winter break affect instruction?”

Since the 2015-2016 school year, Montgomery County Public Schools has included between
five to six school days in its winter break, depending on when the closures required
by the Maryland State Department of Education occur. For the 2024-2025 school year,
the traditional and innovative calendars include five school days off during winter break from
Saturday, December 21, 2024, through Wednesday, January 1, 2025.

For the 2025-2026 school year, a longer winter break would extend the school year from
Wednesday, June 17, 2026, to Monday, June 22, 2026. Students in Advanced Placement (AP)
and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses would lose two days of instruction to prepare
for their AP and IB exams in May if the winter break was to be extended. Further, eliminating days
of instruction during the first semester creates challenges for instruction and assessment planning
for all courses when balancing the number of days in each semester.

If you have further questions, please contact Mrs. Dana E. Edwards, chief of district operations,
via email.
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