Office of the Superintendent of Schools
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Rockville, Maryland

September 5, 2024

MEMORANDUM

To: Members of the Board of Education

From: Thomas W. Taylor, Superintendent of Schools
Subject: Northwood High School Concerns

During the Publics Comments Item 5 at the April 25, 2024, Board meeting, Ms. Wolff requested
the following information:

Question

Ms. Wolff requested that staff look into the concerns raised in Michelle Silberberg’s
testimony. Are some staffers fostering a culture of discrimination? Someone should
go to her school (Northwood) and look into what is going on.

Response

We have been working with Dr. Jonathan Garrick, principal at Northwood High School, to deliver
a culture free of discrimination. The area associate superintendent and director in the Office
of School Support and Improvement (OSSI), Dr. Anthony Alston, director in the Equity Initiatives
Unit, and others have visited the school and met with staff to address the concerns and provide
support where needed.

Ms. Silberberg also expressed concern about the school start time in her testimony. Initially, it
was determined that the school start time for Northwood High School would be 15-20 minutes
earlier than their normal start time due to bus routing to the Charles W. Woodward High School
holding school. After close analysis, staff in the Department of Transportation was able to adjust
bus routes to make the start time almost identical to other high schools.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Sean McGee, area associate superintendent, OSSI,
via email.
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