
Office of the Superintendent of Schools 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Rockville, Maryland 

 

January 24, 2024 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Members of the Board of Education 

 

From:  Monifa B. McKnight, Superintendent of Schools 

 

Subject: Update on the School-Based In-Person Mental Health Therapeutic  

Services Contract 

 

 

Background Information 

The Montgomery County Board of Education approved School-Based Mental Health Services  

for students at the November 10, 2020, Board meeting (Resolution No. 497-20). Montgomery 

County Public Schools (MCPS) contracted with the Jewish Social Services Agency (JSSA).   

Ten schools were grant-funded to receive intensive Tier 3 mental health therapeutic services  

in communities with low availability of external mental health services.  The cost for these services 

was $250,000.  The number of schools was expanded to 19 due to the needs that arose during  

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

As schools across the county continued to request additional intensive mental health support  

for students, additional funding became available through the Elementary and Secondary  

School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER) grant.  The Board approved School-Based In-person and 

Virtual Mental Health Therapeutic Services at its Thursday, September 22, 2022, meeting 

(Resolution No. 448-22).  MCPS contracted with JSSA and Thrive Behavioral Health (Thrive)  

in May 2023.  Additional funding expanded services to 68 elementary and middle schools.  Schools 

were selected based on the availability of mental health services in the community, Free  

and Reduced-price Meals System rate, number of mental health staff assigned in the building,  

and if there were any additional community-based mental health services already assigned  

to support the building (i.e., Linkages to Learning). Attached is the list of schools that receive 

services via JSSA or Thrive. 

 

Current Services Provided 

Both agencies have been receiving referrals for services to students in their assigned schools since 

the beginning of the 2023–2024 fiscal year. Newly assigned schools for the most recent  

contract began onboarding with their assigned agency this past summer. JSSA has been providing 

all of its services to students in-person. Thrive has provided more than half of their sessions  

in-person (53%), and the remaining have been virtual sessions (47%), which are conducted  

outside of the school setting and during the summer months. Each agency works with the family 
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and the school to determine the type of services provided.  All of the sessions provided  

are individual therapy sessions.  We are working with each vendor and the schools to encourage 

families to indicate their demographic information on the referral form (i.e., race/ethnicity data).  

Information as to the number of students served follows.   

 

Jewish Social Services Agency 

 Fiscal Year 

2020–2021 

Fiscal Year 

2021–2022 

Fiscal Year 

2022–2023 

Fiscal Year 

2023–2024 

Schools Served 9 19 19 38 

Students Served 57 357 497 90 

Percent of students meeting  

at least one treatment goal  

upon discharge 

82% 81% 86% N/A 

Number of students receiving 

Medical Assistance 

N/A N/A N/A 45 

 

Thrive Behavioral Health 

 Fiscal Year 2024 

 

Schools Served 30 

Students Served 142 

Percent of students meeting at least one treatment goal upon discharge N/A 

Number of students receiving Medical Assistance 117 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Damon A. Monteleone, associate superintendent  

of well-being, learning, and achievement, or Dr. Christina N. Conolly-Chester, director  

of psychological services, via email. 
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Attachment 

 

Copy to: 

   Executive Staff 

   Dr. Conolly-Chester 

   Ms. Webb 



Attachment  

 

Schools Participating in Mental Health Services with Jewish Social Service Agency 

 

Elementary Schools Middle Schools 

Burnt Mills John T. Baker 

Burtonsville Benjamin Banneker 

Clarksburg Briggs Chaney 

Clearspring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Clopper Mill John Poole 

Cresthaven Redland 

Capt. James E. Daly Ridgeview 

Damascus Rocky Hill 

Fairland 

Fields Road 

Galway 

Germantown 

William B. Gibbs, Jr. 

Goshen 

Great Seneca Creek 

Jones Lane 

Lake Seneca 

Thurgood Marshall 

S. Christa McAuliffe 

Mill Creek Towne 

Monocacy 

Roscoe R. Nix 

William Tyler Page 

Poolesville 

Judith A. Resnik 

Dr. Sally K. Ride 

Sequoyah 

Snowden Farm 

Stedwick 

Strawberry Knoll 

Waters Landing 

 



Attachment 

 

 

 

Schools Participating in Mental Health Services with Thrive 

 

Elementary Schools Middle Schools 

Lucy V. Barnsley Cabin John  

Bel Pre Roberto W. Clemente 

Brookhaven William H. Farquhar 

Cannon Road Kingsview 

East Silver Spring Newport Mill 

Flower Hill Silver Creek 

Flower Valley Sligo 

Forest Knolls Tilden 

Glenallan White Oak 

Highland View Earle B. Wood 

Jackson Road 

Meadow Hall 

Piney Branch 

Rock Creek Forest 

Rock View 

Rosemary Hills 

Bayard Rustin 

Flora M. Singer 

Sligo Creek 

Strathmore 

Woodlin 
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