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MONTGOMERY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Rockville, Maryland 
 

February 14, 2012 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Members of the Board of Education 
 

From:  Patricia O’Neill, Chair, Board of Education Policy Committee  
 

Subject: Tentative Approval, Policy BBB, Ethics 
 

 
The Montgomery County Board of Education Policy Committee, in consultation with staff 
members, identified Policy BBB, Ethics, for updating as a result of the 2010 legislative session 
in which the General Assembly enacted ethics laws applicable to boards of education.  On  
April 18, 2011, the State Ethics Commission promulgated regulations to implement those laws 
and also provided model policies that are deemed to be in compliance with those laws.  The new 
law requires boards of education to develop conflict of interest regulations applicable to board of 
education members that are equivalent to or exceed state requirements.  A board’s conflict of 
interest regulations pertaining to its employees must be similar to state requirements.  
 
Policy BBB, Ethics, seeks to promote the highest level of ethical conduct on the part of all 
persons associated with Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS), ensures the highest public 
confidence in the impartiality and independent judgment of Board of Education (Board) 
members and school employees, and seeks to provide guidance for MCPS personnel concerning 
ethics-related matters.   The updated draft reflects changes in the new ethics laws.  
 
Members of the Montgomery County Board of Education Policy Committee discussed draft 
Policy BBB, Ethics, on September 20, 2011, and January 17, 2012.  Updated Policy BBB, 
Ethics, is attached. 
 
The following resolution is provided for your consideration:  
 
WHEREAS, Policy BBB, Ethics, seeks to promote the highest level of ethical conduct on the 
part of all persons associated with MCPS, to ensure the highest public confidence in the 
impartiality and independent judgment of Board members and school employees, and to provide 
guidance for MCPS personnel concerning ethics-related matters; and 
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WHEREAS, The Montgomery County Board of Education Policy Committee has considered and 
recommended revisions to update Policy BBB, Ethics; now therefore be it 
 
Resolved, That the Montgomery County Board of Education take tentative action on Policy 
BBB, Ethics; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That Policy BBB, Ethics, be sent out for public comment. 
 
Present at the Board table for the discussion are Ms. Suzann M. King, staff assistant, Board of 
Education, and Mrs. Stephanie P. Williams, director, Department of Policy, Records and 
Reporting, Office of Shared Accountability. 
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