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9.2

MONTGOMERY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
Rockville, Maryland

October 11, 2011

MEMORANDUM

To: Members of the Board of Education

From: Patricia O’Neill, Chair, Board of Education Policy Committee
Subject: Tentative Action, Policy KGC, Child Care

The Montgomery County Board of Education Policy Committee, in consultation with staff
members, identified Policy KGC, Child Care, for updating. The policy affirms the importance
of high quality child care and education settings for all children of Montgomery County. It
establishes the scope of Montgomery County Public Schools” (MCPS) role in partnering with the
child care community in addressing child care needs. The updated draft policy reflects the
recommendations of the child care and joint occupancy policy work group convened fall 2010 to
discuss current priorities regarding child care in Montgomery County.

Members of the Montgomery County Board of Education Policy Committee discussed draft
Policy KGC, Child Care, on May 17, 2011, and on September 20, 2011. The Policy Committee
recommended revisions to the policy that update terminology and affirm the Board’s support for
expanding child care within the limits of available resources, including suitable facilities; and
updates further affirm collaborative efforts with others throughout Montgomery County working
to meet the needs of students and families. Updated Policy KGC, Child Care, is attached.

The following resolution is provided for your consideration:

WHEREAS, Policy KGC, Child Care, affirms the importance of high quality child care and
education settings for all children of Montgomery County and establishes the scope of
Montgomery County Public Schools’ role in partnering with the child care community in
addressing child care needs; and

WHEREAS, The Montgomery County Board of Education Policy Committee has considered and
recommended revisions to update Policy KGC, Child Care; and

Resolved, That the Montgomery County Board of Education take tentative action on Policy
KGC, Child Care; and be it further
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Resolved, That Policy KGC, Child Care, be sent out for public comment.

Present at the Board table for the discussion are Ms. Sylvia K. Morrison, director, Department of
Instructional Programs, Office of Curriculum and Instructional Programs; Ms. Janine G.
Bacquie, director, Division of Early Childhood Programs and Services, Office of Curriculum and
Instructional Programs; and Mrs. Stephanie P. Williams, director, Department of Policy, Records
and Reporting, Office of Shared Accountability.
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Related Entries: DDA-RA, ECM, ECM-RA, KGC-RA

Responsible Office: Curriculum and Instructional Programs

Child Care

PURPOSE

To affirm the inereasimg—importance of high quality child care
and education settings for all children of the-igsue of child

eare—irn—-Montgomery County

andyr—to—opeeify— To establish the scope of theservices—that
£he Montgomery County Public Schools’ (MCPS) role will-previde
in partnering with the child care community in addressing

child care needs

ISSUE

High guality child care supports, enriches, and enhances the
educational experience of MCPS students. Early childhood
experiences, from birth through the first five years of life,
in the home, child care setting, MCPS, and the community are
critical in forming the foundation for students’ school
readiness and future success as lifelong learners. Further,
throughout their school careers, many school-aged children and
their families require safe, affordable, and high quality
child care that contributes to the healthy growth and social

and emotional development of school-aged children.
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PROCESS-AND—CONTENT POSITION

The Montgomery County Board of Education (Board) affirms the

importance of efforts to increase the availability of high

gquality child care that supports, enriches, and enhances the

educational experiences of MCPS students. The Board supports

efforts to expand child care within the limits of available

raesources.

T
I.._\
e

1. Facilities

TheMontgomery County—Publie SchoolsMCPS will continue to

consider the availability of suitable facilities for

community child care as it utilizes and modernizes the

existing facilities and plans future school sites, as

follows:

: . . e £o1low

oEeo5-

a)

Inelusien—of Continue to include child care
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programs in plans for future schools upon
request to the county executive and with the
approval of funds budgeted specifically for

that purpose by the county government.

The Jdentifiecation—of —Identify potential

sites, both at operating and future school
gites, for the placement of structures for use
by davyhigh quality child care programs where

feagsible.

The identification—of—-Identify and contract

out the use of space within schoecl facilities

r—use—by day high quality child care
programs that best support the MCPS
educational program under the following terms,

as appropriate:
(1) uvder—a shared -Shared use, aorrangement
provided such wuse does not adversely

impact the MCPS instructional program, or

{2} Joint occupancy ar—Fheuse—of —our

. . Loola I hild
programe—under the provisions of the
Beard—of Fduecation's Board’s Joint
Seeupancey—Policy ECM, Joint Occupancy of

Montgomery County Public Schools
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Facilities.
: ; . . b ehild »

&—The——assessment—of —MCRS  eyrrieulum—needs
] ] Lita Y ihe b Lild

2. Collaboration

a)

b)

c)

MCPS participates in coordinated efforts with
principals, parent-teacher associations, child care
providers, and state and local agencies, including
the Montgomery County Commigssion on Child Care, to
advocate for child care that meets the needs of

Montgomery County students and families.

The—avaitebility ofMCPS shares the school system's
expertise to assist <child care providers to
increase the availability of high'qnality child
care that meets the diverse needs of children.
Sharing expertise with providers may include, but
is not 1limited to, linking providers and families
with needed community services and providing advice
and referrals regarding licensing, accreditation,

credentials, or professional development resources.

MCPS contributes, as appropriate, published student

population projections and other relevant published
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data or research findings to child care providers
and other community members engaged in planning

processes for child care sarvices.

MCPS stays informed on and advocates for, as
appropriate, federal, state, and local legislative
or executive initiatives impacting child care and

school readiness.

MCPS may enter into partmnerships with community
agencies providing child care that directly benefit

MCPS students, parents, and the MCPS aducational

program.
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£) MCPS may provide direct services, including, but

not limited to, transportation, food services, or
professional development as specified and funded in
partnership or collaborative agreements with child

care programs.
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£D. REVIEW AND REPORTING
1. The Board will receive updates on the planned efforts
and/or ongoing efferts—of MCPS—ard counby—government

Fak 0 o
(S s g

eon—lissues concerning child care in Montgomery

County as appropriate.

2. This policy will be reviewed every—three—yesrs—in

accordance with the Board policy review process.

Policy History: Adopted by Resolution No. 27-86, January 14, 1986;
reformatted by Resolution No. 333-86, June 12, 1986, and Resolution
No. 458-86, August 12, 1986, and accepted by Resolution No. 209-91,
February 25, 1991-; amended
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