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You will learn about:
Text readers

Free reader: ReadPlease/ Reading Bar
Finding text on the Internet
Accessiblebookcollection.org
Bookshare
Autosummarize



3 types of readers
• Strategic- use reading strategies and read at or 

above grade level

• Reluctant-can read any material but have text 
comprehension difficulties and few reading 
strategies.

• Remedial- read several grade levels below 
peers, limited vocabulary and few reading 
strategies

West-Christy, (2003)



What is text reader software?

Text readers read 
text aloud on a 
computer and some 
have other features 
built in to support 
reading to writing 
connections

Text Reader software does not “teach” reading.



Text reader software
Text readers provide reading support for 
students who:

Can focus on and integrate auditory and 
visual information

Can comprehend appropriate digitized 
content

Struggle with decoding and/or fluency



How do text readers benefit
struggling readers?

Text readers help students attend 
better to their reading, reduce reading 
distractibility, read with less fatigue, 
read for longer periods of time, and 
read faster to complete reading 
assignments in less time 

(Hecker, Burns, Elkind, Elkind & Katz, 
2002).



Struggling readers: Keeping 
pace with academic content

While districts are 
engaged in the use of 
many reading 
improvement 
programs, many 
struggling readers lack 
the skills to 
independently read 
which affects their 
ability to keep pace 
with academic content.

?



Struggling Readers: Audio book 
accommodations

Books on tape take advantage of listening 
comprehension, but do not enhance print 
processing.



Struggling Readers: Verbatim 
reader accommodations

Verbatim adult reading 
accommodations do not enhance 
reading skills.  
Student reluctance to ask an adult 
to slow down, to repeat, to explain.
Lack of engagement with print 
affects word recognition, reading 
fluency and reading 
comprehension



ReadPlease 2003
www.readplease.com offers a free 
text reader.  You can copy and paste 
text from any website or word 
processing document into 
ReadPlease and it will speak the 
text.

Students can also use ReadPlease
to hear words they write spoken 
aloud.  It can help students edit their 
written work.



System Requirements for 
ReadPlease 2003

Pentium - 200 MHz
16 MB RAM
20 MB Hard Drive space
Windows 
95/98/ME/NT/2000/XP



www.readplease.com





ReadingBar: Reads the Internet
(30-day free trial) 





ReadingBar 2



Finding Text on the Internet



Literary works in the public 
domain



Public domain e-text
Louisa May Alcott
Hans Christian Anderson
Wizard of Oz
Peter Pan
Tom Swift books
Lewis Caroll
Robert Louis Stevenson
Shakespeare

Edgar Allen Poe
Mark Twain
Secret Garden
A Child’s garden of 
verses
Alice in wonderland
Anne of Green Gables
Red Badge of Courage



The Internet has a wealth of 
resources

Explore the internet first for:
Public domain text
Home subscription e-text
Educational websites  



www.gutenberg.org



http://www.online-literature.com/





http://quarles.unbc.ca/midsummer/



Study guides for literary 
works



http://www.bibliomania.com/



http://www.bookrags.com/



To reinforce reading fluency



http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/childrenindex.html



http://kids.mysterynet.com/



http://www.short-stories.co.uk/



Educational websites



Some MCPS subscription websites are 
available to students at home.

The list is located at
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/

students/homework.cfm
Or

MCPS homepage > students > homework
Students need to go to their school media 

center to get passwords.





Locating E-text, E-books, and 
Other Website Sources

Go to:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org
/departments/hiat/websites





Home subscription e-books

Accessiblebookcollection.org

For students reading at 
elementary and middle school 
levels. $49.95 per year unlimited 
downloads.



www.accessiblebookcollection.org



Bookshare
Web access to digitized texts
Available free for eligible students. 
(text only, no graphics)

Visually impaired
Physically disabled
Print processing disabilities / learning 

disabilities



http://www.bookshare.org









For additional information about 
BookShare, go to the HIAT website

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/dep
artments/hiat/resources/bookshare


