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JOHN T. BAKER MIDDLE SCHOOL « SAMUEL G. LEVINE, PRINCIPAL + 25400 Oak Drive, Damascus, MD 20872

Mr. Levine’s Message

Greetings Baker Bulldogs Families!
I hope your start to the school year has been great!

At John T. Baker Middle School, we feel that consistent attendance
in school is of primary importance. If students are in school and
engaged, they will learn.

Please continue to send your child to school on time each day when
healthy and, whenever possible, please schedule appointments and
vacations around the MCPS calendar. We also ask that, whenever
possible, students join us before or after appointments for a partial
day of school, as our goal is for every moment in school to be a
positive and productive learning experience for all!

Please continue to communicate with our attendance secretary,
Ms. Ferrante (Janet M Ferrante@mcpsmd.org or 240-207-2440),
regarding any absences from school so we can update your child’s
attendance record accordingly. This informs our staff of your child’s
attendance status for the day and allows staff to be best prepared
to support your child with missed instruction upon their return.

We also encourage you to contact your child’s school counselor if
you have any questions regarding your child’s attendance or if you
would like to discuss possible supports/resources to support your
child’s consistent school attendance. You are welcome to contact
grade level administrators, grade level team leaders, or any of your
child's teachers directly regarding any absences from school.

Please do not hesitate to contact me any time with any questions or
if we can support you in any way. Thank you for your continued
support!

Best,
Sam Levine

Family Life Meeting

Parents of 7th and 8th grade students are invited to attend the
Family Life Meeting, Wednesday, September 16, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in
the Media Center. At this meeting parents will have the
opportunity to preview materials that are used in the 7th and 8th
grade family life units in health classes.

On Tuesday, August 25, an email was sent home to all families
through Synergy with objectives and information about the
meeting. If you did not receive this letter or have any questions,
please contact

Mrs. Paredes at Patricia_ T Paredes@mcpsmd.org or

Ms. Chandler at Ashley E _Chandler@mcpsmd.org.

EML Family Night

Is your child coded as an Emergent Multilingual Learner (EML)? Do
you have questions about testing requirements like WIDA? Are you
looking for resources in the county meant to help immigrant
families? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then please
come attend Baker’s first annual EML Night on Thursday,
September 24, from 6:00 to 7:30 PM.

We will be providing information about language assessments,
technology access, and community resources. Food and babysitting
will be provided. See you there!

Mr. Sullivan Conner, EML Team Leader

Yearbooks now on sale for only $55
Price goes up after September 18
see pages 4 and 5 for more info
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September 15-October 15
Hispanic—-Latino Heritage Month

ooking Ahead

Tuesday, September 15 — Activity Buses
Pickleball, Mr. Smith

Wed., September 16 — Activity Buses
Pickleball, Mr. Smith

Family Life Night, 6:00—-8:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 17 — Activity Buses
Pickleball, Mr. Smith

Friday, September 18
Early Release Day for Students
Baker dismisses at 12:30 p.m.

Monday, September 21
No School for Students and Teachers

Tuesday, September 22 — Activity Buses
Pickleball, Mr. Smith

Wed., September 23 — Activity Buses
Pickleball, Mr. Smith

Cross Country v. MLK; Away

Softball v. MLK; Boys Home/Girls Away

Thursday, September 24 — Activity Buses
Pickleball, Mr. Smith

EML Family Night; 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Friday, September 25

8th Grade Band Night at DHS Home Game

September 28-October 2 —
Scholastic Book Fair

Tuesday, September 29 — Activity Buses
Flag Football, Mr. Ruocco

Cross Country v. Neelsville; Home

Softball v. Neelsville; Boys Away/Girls Home

Wed., September 30 — Activity Buses
Flag Football, Mr. Ruocco

October — National Principals’ Month
Thursday, October 1 — Activity Buses

Flag Football, Mr. Ruocco
DHS DSA & Cluster Night Football, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, October 2
Back-to-School Dance, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
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Attention Middle and High School
Students — the September 2026
edition of the MCPS Student Post
is HERE.

Check it out for updates on many
upcoming SSL opportunities
(virtual and in-person), fall
athletics updates, a new
countywide MoCo Student
newspaper, and more!
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FALL
BOOK FAIR

#ALL PROCEEDS HELP FUND
LIBRARY EVENTS®*
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FA04E g ADULTS SIGN-UP TO HELP

—— M-THURS: 7:30 AM - 3:30 PM
—— FRI: 7:30 AM -3:30 PM
Bl FRIEVENING: 3:30-5:30 PM

DURING SCHOOL DANCE

QUESTIONS?
—— REACH OUT MS. FRIEDMAN

2




~

BAKER mS$
CAER

FERIA DEL LIGRO
#TODOS LOS INGRESOS SE
DESTINAN A FINANCIAR
EVENTOS DE LA
BIBLIOTECA

HORAS:

DE LUNES A JUEVES: DE 7:30 A 15:30 H.
VIERNES: DE 7:30 A 15:30 H.
VIERNES POR LA TARDE: DE 15:30 A

17:30 DURANTE EL BAILE ESCOLAR

(PREGUNTAS?
COMUNIQUESE CON LA SRA. FRIEDMAN.



2026-2027 BAKER MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARBOOK

TS MIORE THAN A
YEARBOOK

It's a collection of moments that define your year.

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK TODAY!

jostens.com/inthebook
(877) 767-5217

Choose from & variety of easy payment
opfions at checkout.*

NOW $55.00
Order by 9/18/2026

PERSONALIZE YOURCOVER
SHARE

Make your yearbook one of a kind by personalizing the cover with

your name and icons that reprasent your unique interasts. YOUR PHOTOS

See more of yourself
and your friends in

the yearbook.
SAVE UP TO o -
szo ‘ Scan the QR code to
get started.
WHEN YOU ADD 4 ICONS
USE CODE: i @ El
YBKICONS '
Cr go to:

photos.jostens.com/uploadpic

f@f @/Nora Mendoza®
\

JTEF2

Upload your favorite
photos from the year.

JTEF3

Tag yourself and your
friends in the photos.
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2026-2027 BAKER MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARBOOK

£SIVIAS ()UE UN
ANUARIO

Es una coleccién de momentos que definen tu ano.

(ORDEN A TU ANUARIO HOY!
NOW $55.00 jostens.com/inthebook

(877) 767-5217
Order by 9/18/2026

Elige entre vanias opciones de pago faciles
al finalizar tu compra.*

PERSONALIZATUPORTADA
COMPARTE

Haz que tu anuario sea anico. Personaliza la portada con tu nombre e Iconos que TUS FOTOS
representen lo que te identifica y apasiona.

Encuentra mas fotos
tuyas y de tus amigos
en el anuario escolar.

AHORRA HASTA / PASD 1
$ 20 i Escanea el
AL AGREGAR 4 ICONOS codigo QR:
CODIGO PROMOCIONAL-
YBKICONS E @
O visita:
photos jostens.com/uploadpic

fé,; jNora Mendoza @

Sube tus fotos favoritas
del ano.

PASO ]
Mzss opciones de iconos disponibles en knca.

Etiquetate y.etiqueta a
P R RBFE Y EBDEN &Y P g
Y @0 R T 2IWwWEEPLR

S0 apican requistins mimos 0 COMPM ¥ AEoCionss 00 alagiidind. S agrogaran Impuasios, cargos por senclo y Lrfas & enfega, &
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ATTENTION, 8th GRADE STUDENTS

The Northern Region will be showcasing the programs available at their school. This will be the first opportunity for students and
families to visit our schools and hear directly from staff about program options they are considering for ot grade. These are all in-
person events, and we want to encourage all families to attend and see what the Northern Region has to offer. We look forward to
working with everyone this year to support our Northern Region students.

Montgomery
(ﬁ\%}”}’ MCPS Future Ready

\* Schools

Northern Region Center Program Showcases
See what the Northern Region has to offer!

October 1st @ 6pm
Seneca Valley High School

Theatre
Dance
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
Cybersecurity
NJROTC

October 8th @ 6:30pm
Clarksburg High School

Medical Science with Biomedical
Clinical Healthcare: Pharmacy Technician
Middle College: P-Tech (Computer Science)
Critical Languages, Cuiltures, and Global Connections (Mandarin Chinese)

October 15th @ 6pm

Damascus High School
Music
Environmental Science: Horticulture
Leadership for Social Justice

October 19th @ 6pm

Poolesville High School
Science, Math, and Computer Science
Engineering
Humanities
Leadership and Global Ecology

October 22nd @ 6:30pm

Northwest High School
Visual Art
Graphic Design
Medical Science with Biotechnology
Middle College: Business, General Studies, Engineering
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ATENCION: ESTUDIANTES DE 8.2 GRADO

La Regidn Norte presentara los programas disponibles en sus escuelas. Esta serd la primera oportunidad para que los estudiantes y
sus familias visiten nuestros planteles y reciban informacién directamente del personal sobre las opciones de programas que estan
considerando para el 9.2 grado. Todos estos eventos son presenciales, y animamos a todas las familias a asistir para conocer lo que
ofrece la Regidn Norte. Esperamos colaborar con todos este afio para apoyar a los estudiantes de nuestra region.

Montgomery

Count
Q Public MCPS Future Ready
e

Exhibiciones de los programas de la Regién Norte
iDescubra todo lo que la Region Norte tiene para ofrecer!

1de octubre a las 6:00pm
Seneca Valley High School

Teatro
Danza
Programa del Diploma de Bachillerato Internacional
Ciberseguridad

NJROTC

8 de octubre a las 6:30pm

Clarksburg High School
Ciencias médicas con biomedicina
- Atencidn sanitaria clinica: Técnico en farmacia

Colegio intermedio: P-Tech (Ciencias de la Computacién)
Idiomas criticos, culturas y conexiones globales (chino)

15 de octubre a las 6:00pm

Damascus High School
Mdasica
Ciencias ambientales: horticultura
Liderazgo para la justicia social

19 de octubre a las 6:00pm
| Poolesville High School

Ciencias, Matematicas y Ciencias de la Computacion
Ingenieria
Humanidades
Liderazgo y Ecologia Global

®
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22 de octubre a las 6:30pm
Northwest High School

Artes visuales
Diseno grdfico
Ciencia médica con biotecnologia
Middle College: Negocios, Estudios generales, Ingenieria
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