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Mr. Levine’s Message 
Greetings Bulldog Families, 

MCAP testing is over!  

We still have MAP Testing (for all grades) coming up. MAP–M will 
take place on Wednesday, June 3, and MAP–R will take place on 
Friday, June 5. Please see page 4 for the bell schedule. Students 
report directly to their testing location on these days. 

The MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) assessment is 
designed to measure a student’s academic achievement and 
growth over time in reading and mathematics. Together with 
other classroom-based information, MAP results can help 
teachers make instructional decisions that match the needs of 
each child. 

Please make sure that on assessment days your child comes to 
school on time, well-rested, and having consumed a nutritious 
breakfast. If possible, please avoid scheduling appointments 
that would pull your child out of school during the testing blocks. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or 
concerns you may have. Thank you for your continued support! 

Best, 
Sam Levine 

8th Grade End-of-Year Dates 
June 4 — Adventure Park Field Trip (all day) 

June 12 — Celebration Dance (6:30–8:30 p.m.) 

June 16 — Promotion Rehearsal (P7 & P8) 

June 17 — Promotion Ceremony and Awards  
9:00–10:00 a.m. at Baker Middle School 

  Looki ng Ahead 
May —  
Asian American/Pacifice Islander Month 
Jewish American Heritage Month 

Monday, May 25 — Memorial Day 
Schools and  
offices closed 
 
 
 
 

Wed., May 27 — Non-Instructional Day 
No school for students and teachers 

Thursday, May 28 
SGA Spirit Day:  Throw it back to childhood 
   (dress up as baby you!)  

Friday, May 29 
Mile Challenge (see page 3) 

June —  
LGBTQ+ Pride Month 
National Caribbean Heritage Month 
National Immigrant Heritage Month 

Wednesday, June 3 
MAP–M Testing (see page 4) 
Wellness Wednesday 

Thursday, June 4 
8th Grade Field Trip to Adventure Park 

Friday, June 5 
MAP–R Testing (see page 4) 

Tuesday, June 9 
PTA Meetings 
PTA 8th Gr. Committee Mtg, 6:00–7:00 p.m. 
PTA Gen. Membership Mtg, 7:00–8:00 p.m. 

PTA meetings in-person and on Zoom 

Wednesday, June 10 
8th Grade Yearbook Distribution 

Thursday, June 11 
7th Grade Yearbook Distribution 

Friday, June 12 
6th Grade Yearbook Distribution 
8th Grade Celebration Dance 

Tuesday, June 16 
SGA Spirit Day:  Beach Day (Dress up as 
   your favorite summer activity) 
8th Grade Promotion Rehearsal (P7 & P8) 

Wednesday, June 17 
8th Grade Promotion 

Thursday, June 18 — Last Day f School 
MP4 and S2 End 
Early Release — Baker dismisses at 12:30 

Important SSL News 
Attention students and families:  

It’s time to turn in those Student Service Learning (SSL) hours!  
If you completed service anytime between June 1, 2025, and 
May 28, 2026, please submit your reflection sheets no later 
than Friday, May 29, 2026. FORMS FROM THE 2025-2026 
SCHOOL YEAR WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER MAY 29, 2026 

Get those forms in early so you can head into summer with your 
hours fully updated! 

Kudos to the Music Department! 
On Friday, May 15, the Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Concert 
Orchestra, Symphonic Orchestra, Concert Chorus, and 
Chamber Singers, participated in the HersheyPark Music 
Showcase. Every single ensemble received Superior Ratings 
and earned First Place! 

Section Awards were presented to French Horns, Cello, and 
Basses. 

Mason Barrett and Mary VanRavenswaay were presented with 
Solo Awards. 

We are so proud of the students for these honors and want to 
thank Ms. Ehrenspeck, Mrs. Fell, and Mrs. Liuzzi for all their 
efforts in leading the ensembles to these great achievements! 

We extend our appreciation to all the parent chaperones for 
helping to make this a successful event! 

https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/85601569113?pwd=Fd4X4T4qMIUcFN997gJFXr1QQZG4MT.1
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Traffic Flow Information: 
To ensure the safety of all stakeholders and in an effort to 
increase efficiency of traffic flow during morning and afternoon 
drop off/pick up times, the Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation has installed signage requiring right turn only out 
of the drop off/pick up loop onto Oak Drive (7:45 a.m.–8:30 a.m. 
and 2:45 p.m.–3:30 p.m.) along with signage prohibiting U-Turns 
on Oak Drive. The signage is now posted under the stop sign as 
you exit the loop and on the right side of Oak Drive. We recognize 
that this traffic flow may be a change in routine and procedure, 
but we really appreciate the support and understanding as the 
safety of all stakeholders remains our top priority. 

Damascus High School Preschool Lab Program  
Now Accepting Applications for 2026–2027  
The DHS Preschool Lab Program is enrolling children for the 
2026–2027 school year. The program runs from early October 
through mid-May and follows the MCPS calendar. A morning 
session is offered Monday–Thursday (and some Fridays) from 
7:50–10:50 a.m. 

Children must be 4 years old by September 1, 2026, toilet 
trained and have all required health forms submitted. A $100 
non-refundable deposit and completed application are required 
to reserve a spot. Enrollment is first-come, first-served; younger 
children may be considered if space allows. 

To apply, please complete the Preschool Application & Lab 
Procedure forms 26-27 and submit them to 
Kimberly_A_Krill@mcpsmd.org. 

Middle School Summer School 
Registration for middle school summer school  is open. The 
IGNITE Middle School Academy will help students feel confident 
and ready for the next school year in math, English and STEM. 
Families whose students would benefit most will receive an 
invitation to register through ParentVUE. The program runs 
Monday–Thursday from July 7–August 6.  

FY26 Traditional School Year Ends June 18 
MSDE approved MCPS’s request to waive three days of student 
attendance. What this means for you: 

• Monday, June 15 (full day) 

• Tuesday, June 16 (full day) 

• Wednesday, June 17 (full day) 

• Last Day of School – Thursday, June 18 (early release day) 

Friday, June 19 (Juneteenth) remains a systemwide closure for 
the federal and state holiday (schools and offices are closed). 

Amended Gender Identity Guidelines 
The 2025-2026 Gender Identity Guidelines have been amended, 
effective April 27, 2026, to align with a recent Supreme Court 
case, Mirabelli v. Bonta, where the court decided that the 
parental right to “direct the upbringing and education of their 
children” is fundamental. Thus, with respect to “gender 
dysphoria - a condition that has an important bearing on a 
child’s mental health” the parents shall be told when their child 
exhibits symptoms of gender dysphoria at school. Our former 
gender identity guidelines limited disclosure of a child’s gender 
dysphoria to parents without consent of the student or unless 
legally required to do so. We have clarified the guidelines to 
explicitly state that we are now legally required to disclose this 
information when parents request it, regardless of whether the 
student consents. Additionally, MCPS staff are not required to 
conceal this information from parents. However, staff must 
consult with the principal before releasing such information, 
particularly when doing so may pose a significant risk of harm to 
the student.  

Student Opportunities 
Maryland Center for School Safety’s Prepare 2026 Art 
Showcase: This year’s theme, Future Ready Schools, calls on 
student artists in Grades 3-12 to share their perspectives on 
what school safety means to them. Deadline: Sunday, May 31  

Students in Grades 3–12 are invited to celebrate America’s 
250th birthday by entering the American Heroes Student Art 
Contest. Participating students can choose a hero from 
this list and create original, handmade two-dimensional artwork 
and a 200-word artist statement (100 words for elementary 
students). Submissions are due Monday, June 1. Learn more. 

Montgomery History Art Exhibit: As part of the county’s 250th 
anniversary on Sept. 6, Montgomery County student artists (8th 
grade through high school) are invited to submit work to “MoCo 
at 250: Then and Now.” Deadline: Sunday, August 2, 2026. 

Montgomery Can Code: A free weeklong summer camp for MCPS 
rising 6th, 7th and 8th grade students. Learn more: English/ 

español/中文/français/Português/한국어/tiếng Việt/ አማርኛ 

KID Museum is offering upcoming opportunities for students, 
including summer camps and a free Invent the Future Expo. 
Summer camps are available for K–8th grade students from 
June 22–Aug. 21, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Invent the Future Expo will 
be held from 10 a.m.-2p.m. on Sunday, May 31, at 3 Bethesda 
Metro Center. Register.  

Update to ParentVUE and StuentVUE Apps 
The ParentVUE and StudentVUE apps are being. Updates will be 
available starting May 15. Parents will be prompted to update 
their ParentVUE mobile app. There is a new-feature assist that 
explains all the new features in the various languages. This will 
show parents the different features in their selected language.   
Please see  UTube video and Flyer 

DHS Fall Meet the Coaches Night 
Any incoming 9th graders interested in playing a fall sport at 
DHS should attend a Fall Meet the Coaches Night on June 1.  
The informational meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the DHS 
auditorium. Come and learn about summer workouts, tryout 
information, and more for the following fall sports: 
Cheerleading, Cross County, Field Hockey, Girls’ Flag Football, 
Football, Golf, Pom Pons, Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer, Girls’ 
Volleyball. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iduaA8_FpNLe7JueFJVZ27oAfvnjtVoAS0lTH53-SZA/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iduaA8_FpNLe7JueFJVZ27oAfvnjtVoAS0lTH53-SZA/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:Kimberly_A_Krill@mcpsmd.org
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/extendedhours/summerschool/
https://md-mcps-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail-link.parentsquare.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.fXnyRoRrYp-2BOes1zT5H-2F4svg7CiBpZljGkMAip0084Hcpbn7Ub9NbzdQ-2F2lL8xUmyrMabb5eBcfSFGTEjZnJ8qMEVbJrF-2BM6kHI8aXWbsS4-3DNULc_61AMqw4REflVQBgN
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/students/rights/gender-identity/genderidentityguidelinesforstudents.pdf
https://schoolsafety.maryland.gov/Pages/ssas.aspx
https://schoolsafety.maryland.gov/Pages/ssas.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nwmumGY4sfEpgxk59VLydM-0fCpSkqRC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nwmumGY4sfEpgxk59VLydM-0fCpSkqRC/view
https://media.artcall.org/31395/uploads/files/31395_2d3ff7.pdf
https://www.freedom250.org/celebration/american-heroes-student-art-contest
https://www.jotform.com/form/261115384038049
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UjfUlptWO3c3XYAwfHkaI_UkdcM62Pu4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UjfUlptWO3c3XYAwfHkaI_UkdcM62Pu4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cEkpM1rEPemRySx4NK5864Eq2Y9lj6PJ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rliw0jCiFRMLkZtjfOEfprMhfEeSqcec/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D3vGN1YKhtQgz-doPJEyHeGm7126mmPa/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5_SHcV9lZnHLFkTRXbfS7dX5wBhzGLi/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UQKOako-sc2c5aUbF27wmZQ-q878-oPf/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QSEtmQtqEunDOtFaPHSa5S3DsD2QChNK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rsHlIw167AcpwmltMpJDO_QqhqdA3oF8/view
https://kid-museum.org/programs/summer-camp/
https://kid-museum.org/programs/invent-the-future-expo/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzHTfwzLo7M
https://drive.google.com/file/d/101Re88a9OLDofrL3TgHJ-D3eXShUH9xa/view
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PTA Dates & Contacts 

UPCOMING PTA MEETING DATES: 
 
BOARD ELECTIONS 
Tuesday, June 9 
6 pm – 8th Grade Committee 
7 pm – PTA Meeting 
 
PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD: 
Amy Bartosch, President –  
BakerPTA@yahoo.com 
 
Shannon West, Treasurer –  
BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com 
 
Stacy Smith, Secretary –  
BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com 
 
Jaime Kemp, 8th Grade Comm – 
Baker8thGrade@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
Visit our webpage! 

 

Visit our Facebook Page! 

 

 

PTA Dates & Contacts PTA Volunteers Needed! 
 

Scan the QR code to link to our online 
membership form — we look forward to 
seeing you at our next meeting! 
 
 

 

Only Two Volunteers for 2026-2027 PTA Board 
Needed! 
 We are still in need of volunteers to fill two 

important positions – Treasurer and 8th Grade 
Committee Chair. 

 Our President-elect and Secretary-elect are 
experienced PTA board members, and our outgoing 
Treasurer will be able to provide support to our 
incoming Treasurer. 

 Please email BakerPTA@yahoo.com if you may be 
interested! 

 

End of Year 8th Grade Activities!    
 Thursday, 6/4 – Adventure Park Field Trip! 

 Popsicles & Sharpie markers are needed! 
 Friday, 6/12 – 8th Grade Dance, 6:30 to 8:30 pm! 

 Volunteers, decorations, & snacks needed! 
 Wednesday, 6/17 – Promotion Ceremony at 9 am! 

 Donations for decorations needed! 
 Please see the SignUp Genius to sign up for any or  

all of the 8th Grade needs! 
 
Have an 8th Grade Student?   
 The Committee is asking for $35 per student to  

help defray the costs of all of the activities. 
 If you haven’t donated just yet, please scan the QR 

code below for the form.  
 Donations can be made via check (student’s name  

in the memo line) or via PayPal @BakerMSPTA or scan 
the QR code below. 

2026.04.12 

mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com
mailto:Baker8thGrade@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4AABAD2BA0F85-63554407-2026#/
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PTA Dates & Contacts 
PRÓXIMAS FECHAS DE  
REUNIONES DE LA PTA: 
 
¡ELECCIONES DE LA JUNTA  
DIRECTIVA! 
Martes 9 de junio 
6 pm – comité de octavo grado 
7 pm – reunión de la PTA 
 
JUNTA EJECUTIVA DE LA PTA: 
 
Amy Bartosch, Presidenta –  
BakerPTA@yahoo.com 
 
Shannon West, Tesorera –  
BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com 
 
Stacy Smith, Secretaria –  
BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com 
 
Jaime Kemp, comité de 8 grado – 
Baker8thGrade@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
Visita nuestra página web! 

 

Visita nuestra página de Facebook! 

 

 

Fechas y Contactors de la PTA: ¡Se necesitan voluntarias  
de la PTA !  

 
Escanea el código QR para acceder a nuestro formulario 
de membresía en línea. ¡Esperamos verte en nuestra 
próxima reunión! 
 
 

 

¡Solo se necesitan dos voluntarias para la junta de la PTA  
2026-2027! 
 Todavía necesitamos voluntarios para cubrir dos puestos 

importantes: Tesorero y Presidente del Comité de 8.º Grado. 
 Nuestro presidente electo y nuestra secretaria electa son  

miembros experimentados de la junta directiva de la AMPA, y nuestro 
tesorero saliente podrá brindar apoyo a nuestro tesorero entrante. 

 ¡Envíe un correo electrónico a BakerPTA@yahoo.com si está 
interesado! 

 

¡Actividades de fin de año para los alumnos de octavo  
grado! 
 Jueves, 4 de junio: ¡Excursión al parque de aventuras! 

 ¡Se necesitan paletas heladas y marcadores Sharpie! 
 Viernes, 12/6 – ¡Baile de 8.º grado, de 18:30 a 20:30! 

 ¡Se necesitan voluntarios, decoración y refrigerios! 
 Miércoles, 17 de junio: ¡Ceremonia de ascenso a las 9 de la  

mañana! 
 ¡Se necesitan donaciones para la decoración! 

 ¡Visite SignUp Genius para inscribirse en cualquiera o en todas las 
necesidades de 8.º grado! 

 

¿Tienes un estudiante de octavo grado?    
 El Comité solicita 35 dólares por estudiante para ayudar a sufragar  

los gastos de todas las actividades. 
 Si aún no has donado, escanea el código QR que aparece a 

continuación para acceder al formulario. 
 Las donaciones pueden realizarse mediante cheque (indicando el 

nombre del estudiante en el concepto) o a través de PayPal 
@BakerMSPTA o escaneando el código QR que aparece a 
continuación. 

mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com
mailto:Baker8thGrade@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4AABAD2BA0F85-63554407-2026#/
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