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Mr. Levine’s Message 

  Looki ng Ahead 
April — Arab American Heritage Month 
National Autism Awareness Month  

Tuesday, April 21 — Activity Buses 
eSports, Mr. Conner and Mr. McKay, 
   Rooms 233 and 234 
FCA, Mrs. Paredes, Room 219 
Homework Club, Ms. Sullivan, Room 131 
Kickball, Mr. Ruocco, Blacktop 
Soccer vs. Rocky Hill, Boys Home/Girls Away 

Wednesday, April 22 — Activity Buses 
Administrative Professionals Day 
Earth Day 
Wellness Wednesday 
Concert Chorus Adjudicaton 
Flag Football, Mr. Cummings, Field 
Homework Club, Ms. Sullivan, Room 131 
Kickball, Mr. Ruocco, Blacktop 
Street Hockey, Mr. Rice, Tennis Courts 

Thursday, April 23 — Activity Buses 
Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day 
   permission slip for excused absence on 
   page 7 
Bracelet Club, Ms. Walsh, Room 101 
Flag Football, Mr. Cummings, Field 
Homework Club, Ms. Laraia, Room 131 
Jazz Band, Ms. Fell, Room 107 
Kickball, Mr. Ruocco, Blacktop 
NJHS, Mr. Conner, Room 234 

Friday, April 24 
Report Cards available on ParentVue 
Maryland Survey (see pages 3–4) 
Lifetouch Spring Picture Day 

April 27–May 1 — Scholastic Book Fair 
   (see page 8) 

Tuesday, April 28 — Activity Buses 
MCAP ELA (see pages 5–6) 
FCA, Mrs. Paredes, Room 219 
Homework Club, Ms. Sullivan, Room 131 
Kickball, Mr. Ruocco, Blacktop 
Soccer vs. Hallie Wells, 
   Boys Home/Girls Away 

Wednesday, April 29 — Activity Buses 
Wellnes Wednesay 
Flag Football, Mr. Cummings, Field 
Homework Club, Ms. Sullivan, Room 131 
Kickball, Mr. Ruocco, Blacktop 
Street Hockey, Mr. Rice, Tennis Courts 

Thursday, April 30 — Activity Buses 
MCAP ELA (see pages 5–6) 
Bracelet Club, Ms. Walsh, Room 101 
Flag Football, Mr. Cummings, Field 
Homework Club, Ms. Laraia, Room 131 
Jazz Band, Ms. Fell, Room 107 
Kickball, Mr. Ruocco, Blacktop 
Street Hockey, Mr. Rice, Tennis Courts 
International Night (see page 9) 

Greetings Bulldog Families, 

Please join me in welcoming Mrs. Natalie Suarez Martinez as 
Baker’s new Assistant Principal. Ms. Suarez will be the Grade 8 
Administrator. Many thanks to Mrs. Friedman and Mrs. Liuzzi 
for serving as Acting Assistant Principal during the transition. 

Maryland state law requires that all public schools in Maryland 
survey students about school climate. Baker students will take 
the Maryland School Survey during school hours on April 24, 
2026. The survey will not ask about a student’s personal 
experiences. It is confidential and school personnel will not have 
access to the responses of specific students. (see pages 3–4) 

MCPS provided some useful tips regarding Preparing for Spring 
Assessments: What Families Need to Know in the April 9, 2026, 
issue of MCPS Things to Know: 

“The final weeks of the school year matter — a lot. 

Why? 
End-of-year assessments, including the Maryland 
Comprehensive Assessment Program (MCAP), measure what 
students know, understand and can do after a full year of 
learning. These results help measure student progress, inform 
instruction and contribute to each school’s performance on the 
Maryland School Report Card.  

How Families Can Help 
The most important thing right now is consistent attendance. 
Being in school every day ensures students don’t miss critical 
instruction and feel confident going into assessments. 
You can also support your child by: 

• Maintaining strong daily routines (stable sleep schedule, 
healthy nutrition, dedicated homework time). 

• Encouraging effort, focus and a positive mindset. 

• Limiting distractions, especially during study and rest time. 

• Asking your child to explain their thinking and check their 
work. 

• Supporting small, consistent practice rather than  
last-minute cramming. 

We also have these grade- and subject-specific resources [see 
below] to help understand what your child is learning and how 
to support them at home.” 

Grade  Content Resources 

6 
Math Grade 6 ParentMath MCAP Guide 

ELA Grade 6 MCAP ELA Study Sheet 

7 
Math Parent Grade 7 Math MCAP Guide 

ELA Grade 7 MCAP ELA Study Sheet 

8 
Math Parent Grade 8 Math MCAP Guide 

ELA Grade 8 MCAP ELA Study Sheet 

 Algebra 1 Parent Algebra 1 MCAP Guide 

 Geometry Parent Geometry MCAP Guide 

 Algebra 2 Parent Algebra 2 MCAP Guide 

See page 5 for the Bell Schedule on testing days and page 6 for 
Writing a “4” MCAP Response. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uLsgV77sqXCgNedj2lZosfxRWw3aMF25Y1kd8F7oy2g/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18WAd-lnuTd2gOx10FAKGsEjpdHPN1HEN6zaxkLWQOiQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UUry0GkGlExmIv4FkHsNLqqcQl5wjteOiEk-QJ3Tj_Q/edit?tab=t.0%23heading=h.ydmatdbfqjic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14HvJU3FF498-XKM6-LqfslZy118DT5DqNI8YT5XEryA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W3Xe7GF-NM3PmPZPH3rsWZvXqfhoIKT9Q1fIhtCWYhk/edit?tab=t.0%23heading=h.sw6qflc728nv
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VVUOeI7VtpqnCFzH5vyhrKSC1herh6VvETY3Z2TR5oQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jb8soapeFSfBEZulq0uypaOD18MN-qdOJetQZaphwfI/edit?tab=t.0%23heading=h.oc2a8adpo847
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kqLQ7kgdmrRt6kBqkBWivhsjotxwY3iAIi638tEdAC0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zZKqXWmkpr4oB5GQG6r5w7KIhcKeq47A0OVVV6915s0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H8XWxdasqu-FKf2Auwzag6YBoW_F41Dex-sd4kwY4TA/edit?usp=sharing
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BAKER MS MARYLAND SURVEY BELL SCHEDULE — APRIL 24, 2026 
Bells GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 

8:15 - 8:45  30 min Maryland Survey in 1st Period Classes 

8:49 - 9:34  45 mins P1/Announcements P1/Announcements P1/Announcements 

9:38 - 10:21  43 mins P2 P2 P2 

10:25 - 11:08  43 mins P3 P3 P3 

 

11:12 - 11:56 P4 
44 mins 

11:12 - 11:56 P4 
44 mins 

11:12 - 11:22 - Advisory  
11:26 - 11:56 Lunch 8 

12:00 - 12:44 P5 
44 mins 

12:00 - 12:10 Advisory 
12:14 - 12:44 Lunch 7 

12:00 - 12:44 P5 
44 mins 

12:48 - 12:58 Advisory  
1:02 - 1:32 Lunch 6 

12:48 - 1:32 P6 
44 mins 

12:48 - 1:32 P6 
44 mins 

1:36 - 2:16  40 mins P7 P7 P7 

2:20 - 3:00  40 mins P8 P8 P8 
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Por favor, diríjase a la página 2 para  
ver el horario de timbres de este día. 
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SGA Seeking Donations 
Attention Baker MS community, please help us collect donations 
for students in foster care by dropping off any of the following 
items in the Main Office or Media Center until April 30:  

• Small Duffel Bag or Backpack 
• Pajamas, Child Size 10  

to Adult 3XL 
• Blanket  

(no larger than 50”x60”) 
• Adult Toothbrush  

(1 – 3 pack) 
• Toothpaste (travel size) 
• Shampoo & Conditioner 

(travel size) 

• Lotion (travel size) 
• Soap or Body Wash  

(travel size) 
• Deodorant 
• Stuffed Animal  

(12” or smaller) 
• Journal 
• Pens & Pencils 
• Book 

Traffic Flow Information: 
To ensure the safety of all stakeholders and in an effort to 
increase efficiency of traffic flow during morning and afternoon 
drop off/pick up times, the Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation has installed signage requiring right turn only out 
of the drop off/pick up loop onto Oak Drive (7:45 a.m.–8:30 a.m. 
and 2:45 p.m.–3:30 p.m.) along with signage prohibiting U-Turns 
on Oak Drive. The signage is now posted under the stop sign as 
you exit the loop and on the right side of Oak Drive. We recognize 
that this traffic flow may be a change in routine and procedure, 
but we really appreciate the support and understanding as the 
safety of all stakeholders remains our top priority. 

Compete to reach proficiency (SmartScore 80) in the most skills 
across the district. Goals and Contest Rules here. 

Damascus High School Preschool Lab Program  
Now Accepting Applications for 2026–2027  
The DHS Preschool Lab Program is enrolling children for the 
2026–2027 school year. The program runs from early October 
through mid-May and follows the MCPS calendar. A morning 
session is offered Monday–Thursday (and some Fridays) from 
7:50–10:50 a.m. 

Children must be 4 years old by September 1, 2026, toilet 
trained and have all required health forms submitted. A $100 
non-refundable deposit and completed application are required 
to reserve a spot. Enrollment is first-come, first-served; younger 
children may be considered if space allows. 

To apply, please complete the Preschool Application & Lab 
Procedure forms 26-27 and submit them to 
Kimberly_A_Krill@mcpsmd.org. 

Middle School Summer School 
Registration for middle school summer school  is open. The 
IGNITE Middle School Academy will help students feel confident 
and ready for the next school year in math, English and STEM. 
Families whose students would benefit most will receive an 
invitation to register through ParentVUE. The program runs 
Monday–Thursday from July 7–August 6.  

FY26 Calendar Update 
MSDE approved MCPS’s request to waive three days of student 
attendance. This waiver, combined with an early-release 
instructional day on April 15, allows MCPS to end the school 
year earlier than announced while meeting all state-required 
instructional time expectations. 
What This Means For You: 

• Monday, June 15 (full day) 

• Tuesday, June 16 (full day) 

• Wednesday, June 17 (full day) 

• Last Day of School – Thursday, June 18 (early release day) 
Friday, June 19 (Juneteenth) remains a systemwide closure for 
the federal and state holiday (schools and offices are closed). 

2026 MCAP ELA Testing Bell Schedule — Tuesday, April 28–Tuesday, May 5 
4/28—ELA Part 1        4/30—ELA Part 2        5/4—ELA Part 3        5/5—ELA P 

Bells GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 

8:15 - 10:11 MCAP ELA TESTING BLOCK 

10:15 - 10:48 Period 1/Announcements Period 1/Announcements Period 1/Announcements 

10:52 - 11:24 Period 2 Period 2 Period 2 

11:28 - 12:00 Period 3 Period 3 Period 3 

12:04-12:36 Period 4 Period 4 Period 4 - LUNCH 

12:40-1:12 Period 5 Period 5 - LUNCH Period 5 

1:16-1:48 Period 6 - LUNCH Period 6 Period 6 

1:52 - 2:24 Period 7 Period 7 Period 7 

2:28 - 3:00 Period 8 Period 8 Period 8 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1Y7n6yJqUsskO5z5EMaYTOY1G9OEPUpELarpErVJYzwY%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CTarrick_D_Moore%40mcpsmd.org%7Ca07465c3a9e546efea8608de94ba1872%7Cddf755e
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Y7n6yJqUsskO5z5EMaYTOY1G9OEPUpELarpErVJYzwY/edit?slide=id.g3378cb208ee_0_0#slide=id.g3378cb208ee_0_0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iduaA8_FpNLe7JueFJVZ27oAfvnjtVoAS0lTH53-SZA/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iduaA8_FpNLe7JueFJVZ27oAfvnjtVoAS0lTH53-SZA/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:Kimberly_A_Krill@mcpsmd.org
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/extendedhours/summerschool/
https://md-mcps-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail-link.parentsquare.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.fXnyRoRrYp-2BOes1zT5H-2F4svg7CiBpZljGkMAip0084Hcpbn7Ub9NbzdQ-2F2lL8xUmyrMabb5eBcfSFGTEjZnJ8qMEVbJrF-2BM6kHI8aXWbsS4-3DNULc_61AMqw4REflVQBgN
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PTA Dates & Contacts 
UPCOMING PTA MEETING DATES: 
 
Tuesday, May 12 
6 pm – 8th Grade Committee 

 comité de octavo grado 
7 pm – PTA Meeting 

 reunión de la PTA 
 
Tuesday, June 9 
6 pm – 8th Grade Committee 

 comité de octavo grado 
7 pm – PTA Meeting 

 reunión de la PTA 
 
PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD: 
Amy Bartosch, President –  
BakerPTA@yahoo.com 
 
Shannon West, Treasurer –  
BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com 
 
Stacy Smith, Secretary –  
BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com 
 
Jaime Kemp, 8th Grade Comm – 
Baker8thGrade@yahoo.com 
 
Visit our webpage! 

 

Visit our Facebook Page! 

 

 

PTA Dates & Contacts We need YOU! 
Pensando en el futuro...  

 
 

It’s time! For the 2026-2027 PTA Board elections! Our current PTA 
Board has served for the last two years, so in order to keep the PTA 
active, we need new volunteers who are willing to step into these roles. 
Without additional volunteers, the PTA will be forced to close our 
charter and the school will no longer have a PTA to support our 
students, staff, & school. Please reach out to BakerPTA@yahoo.com if 
interested or would like to discuss. 

¡Llegó la hora! ¡Elecciones de la Junta de la PTA 2026-2027! Nuestra  
Junta de la PTA actual ha estado en funciones durante los últimos dos 
años, por lo que para mantenerla activa, necesitamos nuevos  
voluntarios dispuestos a asumir estas funciones. Sin más voluntarios, la 
PTA se verá obligada a cerrar nuestra escuela autónoma y la escuela ya  
no contará con una PTA para apoyar a nuestros estudiantes, personal y  
a la escuela. Si está interesado o desea conversar sobre este tema, 
comuníquese con BakerPTA@yahoo.com. 
 

Scan the QR code to link to our online membership 
form! We look forward to seeing you at our next 
meeting! 

Escanea el código QR para acceder a nuestro 
formulario de membresía en línea. ¡Esperamos verte 
en nuestra próxima reunión! 

 

Have an 8th Grade Student? 
 Please fill out the attached form – Donations can be  

made via check (student’s name in the memo line) or via PayPal 
@BakerMSPTA or scan the QR code below. 

¿Tienes un estudiante de octavo grado?    
 Por favor, rellene el formulario adjunto 
 Las donaciones se pueden hacer mediante cheque (Baker PTA con  

el nombre del estudiante en la línea de notas) o mediante PayPal 
@BakerMSPTA o escanee el código QR a continuación. 

2026.04.12 

mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com
mailto:Baker8thGrade@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com


11 



12 



13 



14 

Mrs. Friedman 
Noon on Friday, April 24 


