
  

Jo
hn

 T
. B

ak
er

 M
id

dl
e 

S
ch

oo
l  

• 
 L

ou
is

e 
W

or
th

in
gt

on
, E

d.
D

., 
P

rin
ci

pa
l  

• 
 2

54
00

 O
ak

 D
riv

e,
 D

am
as

cu
s,

 M
D

 2
08

72
  •

  2
40

-2
07

-2
44

0 
 •

  F
A

X
: 3

01
-2

53
-7

02
0 

 •
  w

w
w

.b
ak

er
m

s.
or

g
 

P
R

IN
C

IP
A

L
’S

 N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R

 •
 F

E
B

R
U

A
R

Y
 4

, 2
02

4 Dr. Worthington’s Message 
Twitter:  DrLouise Worthington@BAKERprincipal 

  Looki ng Ahead 

Please help students have a friendly and fun time at the 
February 9, 2024, Friendship Dance by purchasing any items 
from the following Amazon list. Items can be ordered and then 
sent with your student to drop off in the Media 
Center. Please do not set the delivery address as 
Baker MS. Thank you so much!  
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/
ILTWIZQN1G6W?ref_=wl_share 

Baker MS needs Parent/Guardian Chaperones for the dance. 
Please see pages 2–6 for more information and the required 
permission slip. 

February —  
African American Heritage Month (see p 7) 

February 1–April 1, 2024 —  COSA Transfer 
Application Season (see page 9) 

February 5–9 —  
National School Counseling Week 

Monday, February 5 
Report cards available in Synergy and  
   distributed to students 

Tuesday, February 6 — Activity Buses 
Art Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 
Chess Club, Room 115, Mr. Ciccarello 
eSports Club, Room 134, Mr. Conner and  
   Mr. Maddox 
Homework Club, Room 227, Ms. Laraia 
Workout Club, Weight Room, Mr. Fisher 
Basketball vs. Rocky Hill, Boys Home/ 
   Girls Away 

Wednesday, February 7 — Activity Buses 
WIDA Testing, 8:15–10:43 a.m. 
Rubik’s Cube Club, Room 225, Mr. Fisher 

Thursday, February 8 — Activity Buses 
WIDA Testing, 8:15–10:43 a.m. 
Jazz Band, Room 107, Mrs. Fell 
K–Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 
Workout Club, Weight Room, Mr. Fisher 

Friday, February 9 
NJHS/SGA Friendship Dance at Baker MS, 
   permission slip required (see pages 3–6) 

Tuesday, February 13 — Activity Buses 
Lifetouch Club and Team Photos 
Art Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 
Chess Club, Room 115, Mr. Ciccarello 
Homework Club, Room 227, Ms. Laraia 
Workout Club, Weight Room, Mr. Fisher 
PTA 8th Gr. Committee Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
PTA General Membership Mtng, 7:00 p.m. 
PTA meetings are on Zoom:   

 
ID 936 7788 3016    Code Bulldog     
Phone 1-301-715-8592 

Wednesday, February 14 — Activity Buses 
NJHS Meeting, Room 209, Mr. Conner 
Rubik’s Cube Club, Room 225, Mr. Fisher 
Basketball vs. King, Boys Away/ Girls Home 

Thursday, February 15 — Activity Buses 
Jazz Band, Room 107, Mrs. Fell 
K–Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 
Workout Club, Weight Room, Mr. Fisher 

DHS Renovation Update 
Thanks to those who came out for the third community meeting 
on January 23rd. Click here for the presentation. Your continued 
advocacy is needed! The Montgomery County Council will be 
holding public hearings on February 6th at 1:30pm & 7pm. If you 
are interested in providing testimony, please see this site on 
How to Testify. Visit the project’s website for more information 
on our DHS major capital project. If you have questions about 
the project, you are welcome to email project managers, 
Patrick_M_Schmidt@mcpsmd.org and 
Robbie_S_Badstibner@mcpsmd.org from the Division of Design 
and Construction. 

After 19 years of being your Principal, I will be retiring effective 
July 1, 2024. It has been my greatest honor and privilege to 
serve at Baker Middle School. I also want to share that I will be 
getting married this May. 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ILTWIZQN1G6W?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ILTWIZQN1G6W?ref_=wl_share
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/93677883016?pwd=d01Kc201WkVGSmdYYlJ1UVRWUDJCQT09
https://mcpsmd.zoom.us/j/93677883016?pwd=d01Kc201WkVGSmdYYlJ1UVRWUDJCQT09
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r2pqUmOM9SDzUU_KUUMkURqFO3CMvwdt/view
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/testify.html
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/facilities/construction/project/damascushs/
mailto:patrick_m_schmidt@mcpsmd.org
mailto:robbie_s_badstibner@mcpsmd.org
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Introducing Joshua Dunton 
Hello Bulldog Families! I would like to 
introduce myself to you all. My name is 
Joshua Dunton, and I’m your new career 
advisor here at John T Baker Middle 
School! This is a new position as part of 
the Montgomery County Career Advising 
Program (Moco CAP) based on the 
Blueprint for Maryland’s Future, aiming 
to ensure all students are college, 

community, and career-ready by the end of 10th grade. The 
Blueprint mandates partnerships between local workforce 
boards and local education institutions to provide these 
services. All Career Advising coaches are employees of 
WorkSource Montgomery.  

I will primarily be working with 6th graders for the time being, 
however, 7th and 8th graders are welcome to meet with me as 
well. Our intent is to assist students with the process of self-
reflection and identifying their main strengths, interests, and 
values. This will occur as part of our students’ daily classroom 
lessons, in small group meetings, through individual 
appointments, and as presentations in school events.  

For more information about MOCO CAP, please visit this 
website. Please also take a look at the If you have any questions, 
please feel free to email me at joshua_d_dunton@mcpsmd.org 
I’m very excited to be joining the Baker Middle School Team and 
I’m looking forward to working and growing together.  

https://mococap.com/
https://mococap.com/
https://blueprint.marylandpublicschools.org/ccr/
https://blueprint.marylandpublicschools.org/ccr/
https://worksourcemontgomery.com/
https://worksourcemontgomery.com/
https://mococap.com/
https://mococap.com/
mailto:joshua_d_dunton@mcpsmd.org














Student Transfer Application Season Begins February 1 
The Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) 2024-2025 Change of School Assignment (COSA) transfer season 
opens on Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024. The COSA process allows families to submit a request for their children to trans-
fer out of their assigned home school. All COSA request applications must be submitted no later than Tuesday, 
April 2, 2024. 

New for the 2024-2025 COSA transfer process:  

• COSA request applications now can be submitted online instead of the traditional paper form. When an 
application is submitted online, a “receipt” email notification will be sent to the parent/guardian submitting 
the request shortly after the administrative team of the student’s assigned home school receives the appli-
cation. If the request is successfully completed online, a paper form submission is not necessary. The link 
to the online COSA request form can be found on the Student Transfers website.  

MCPS students are expected to attend the school within the established attendance area in which they reside 
(home school) or according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP). Students may apply for a COSA from 
the home school or the school of assignment through the IEP process based on the following criteria: 

• Unique Hardship:  When an extenuating circumstance(s) related to a student’s specific physical, mental 
or emotional well-being or their family’s individual or personal situation could be mitigated by a change of 
school assignment. 

• Family Move: When a family moves within Montgomery County and wishes to continue attending their cur-
rent school, they may request a COSA without demonstrating a unique hardship. Such requests may be 
considered for the remainder of the current school year only, with the exception that students in Grade 11 
or 12 may be granted a COSA to stay through high school graduation. 

• Siblings: When a student seeks to attend the school where a sibling will be enrolled in the regular/general 
school program, or a special education program, during the year the student wants to enroll. 

• When a sibling attends a magnet, language immersion or other application program at the elementary lev-
el, a COSA may be approved to the regular school program for other siblings on a case-by-case basis. Such 
approval requires consideration of available classroom space, grade-level enrollment, staffing allocations 
or other factors that impact the schools involved.  

The sibling exemption does not apply if the sibling is in Pre-K or if a boundary change has occurred. 

The transfer process begins in the assigned home school. Applications can be found online or in the Change of 
School Assignment (COSA) Information Booklet, which also  provides useful information on the COSA process. Ex-
empt countywide programs that do not fall under the transfer guidelines are listed in the booklet. Booklets can be 
obtained from the student’s home school. 

For information about assignments for students residing in the Northeast, Downcounty or Middle School Magnet 
Consortium areas, please contact the Division of Consortia Choice and Application Program Services (DCCAPS) at 
240-740-2540 or visit the Student Transfers website. 

For more information about the transfer process, parents/guardians are encouraged to contact the principal at 
their home school. Non-English speaking students and parents/guardians who require assistance can call ASK 
MCPS at 240-740-3000. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRomana_Z_Lawrowycz%40mcpsmd.org%7C41e1281494a4465183f208dc20d8c351%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638421362655195233%7CUnknown%7CTWF
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/transfers/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/info/transfers/0620.23ct_cosa_changeofschoolassignment_english.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/info/transfers/0620.23ct_cosa_changeofschoolassignment_english.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/transfers/


Emergency Information — How to Receive MCPS Emergency Information, Weather Decisions,  
School Closings and Other Emergency Procedures, Emergency Preparedness, Resources 

https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/


Información de emergencia: cómo recibir información de emergencia de MCPS, decisiones meteorológicas, 
Cierre de escuelas y otros procedimientos de emergencia, preparación para emergencias, recursos 

https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/

