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3 Dr. Worthington’s Message 
Twitter:  DrLouise Worthington@BAKERprincipal 

  Looki ng Ahead 

October — Nationals Principals’ Month 

October 16–20 — National School Bus Safety 
Week and Bus Driver Recognition Week 

Tuesday, October 17 — Activity Buses 
Art Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 
Chess Club, Room 115, Mr. Ciccarello 
Intramural Boys’ Basketball, Gym, Mr. Smith 
Cross Country vs. Rocky Hill, Away 
Softball vs. Rocky Hill – Boys Home/ 
   Girls Away 

Wednesday, October 18 — Activity Buses 
Intramural Boys’ Basketball, Gym, Mr. Smith 
Rubik’s Cube Club, Room 225, Mr. Fisher 

Thursday, October 19 — Activity Buses 
Intramural Boys’ Basketball, Gym, Mr. Smith 
Jazz Band, Room 107, Ms. Fell 
K-Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 
Talent Show Rehearsal, Rm 225, Mr. Fisher 

Sunday, October 22 
PTA Spirit Night Fundraiser at Leech Woods 
Haunted Forest (see page 8) 

Tuesday, October 24 — Activity Buses 
Art Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 
Chess Club, Room 115, Mr. Ciccarello 
eSports Club, Room 134, Mr. Conner and 
   Mr. Maddox 
Intramural Girls’ Basketball, Gym, Mr. Smith 
SGA Meeting, Room 233, Ms. Blankenship 
Music Department Fundraiser at 
   Chik-fil-A in Mt. Airy (see page 9) 

October 25–31 — Red Ribbon Week 

Wednesday, October 25 — Activity Buses 
Wear red to celebrate being drug free 
Intramural Girls’ Basketball, Gym, Mr. Smith 
NJHS Meeting, Room 209, Mr. Conner 
Rubik’s Cube Club, Room 225, Mr. Fisher 
Cross Country vs. Hallie Wells, Home 
Softball vs. Hallie Wells – Boys Away 
   Girls Home 

Thursday, October 26 — Activity Buses 
Wear pajamas to celebrate your dreams 
Intramural Girls’ Basketball, Gym, Mr. Smith 
Jazz Band, Room 107, Ms. Fell 
K-Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 
Talent Show Rehearsal, Rm 225, Mr. Fisher 

Friday, October 27 
Wear your favorite jersey to team up  
   against drugs 

October 16–20 is National School Bus Safety Week. This year’s 
theme is “Safely Rolling to My Destination” — a reminder about 
the dangers that exist outside the school bus.  

“Maryland State Police and the Maryland Center for 
School Safety remind motorists to stop for school buses.” 
Pay attention when driving, especially in school zones 
during times of day when school buses are typically on 
routes. Stop when a bus stops for a routine stop. It is 
illegal to pass a school bus when its red lights are flashing. 
Prepare to stop when the school bus is flashing its yellow 
lights and be cautious of students moving towards buses 
during these times. Students of all ages are unpredictable. 
Therefore, prepare for the unexpected and maintain a 
safe distance from school buses at all times.  

Please see pages 4–7 for more information. Resources can also 
be found at MCPS Rules & Safety About Riding the School Bus, 
Safe Routes to School, and NAPT School Bus Safety Tips  

Last week, Baker students had the opportunity to write notes of 
appreciation to their bus drivers. Please join us in saying thank 
you to all who transport Montgomery County Public Schools 
students by observing bus safety and sharing your gratitude.  

SGA Canned Food Drive 
The Baker SGA is challenging all advisory classes to donate 
towards the food drive from September 25 to November 27 to 
help our fellow Damascus community members during the 
holiday season. The advisory class with the most donations will 
receive a pizza party sponsored by SGA! 
Drop off food at room 233 
Canned food only — NO perishables 
Donations should not expire for one year or more 

Holiday Giving Project 
The Holiday Giving Project provides Thanksgiving and 
December Holiday assistance to low-income households. A 
network of social workers, school counselors, and human 
service professionals refer families in need of assistance. Local 
non-profits, faith-based organizations, and public agencies 
service recipients as donations are available. 

If your family would like to be referred for possible assistance 
for the Thanksgiving and/or December holiday season, please 
complete the referral form by clicking here. 

Thanksgiving Holiday Referral Deadline – October 26, 2023 

December Holiday Referral Deadline – November 20, 2023 

While a referral is not a guarantee of assistance, the Project 
helps as many families in need as donations allow.  

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Jones, School 
Counselor, at Shannon_Jones@mcpsmd.org or 240-207-2410. 

https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/transportation/rules/
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/saferoutes/
https://www.napt.org/files/NSBSW/Bus%20Stop%20Safety%20Tips-2016update.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkrl1y0IjR4Vgv0__Mp3EchdTjNTVBfHaEGYrJ72ajXgdHHw/viewform
mailto:Shannon_Jones@mcpsmd.org
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Baker M.S. Chromebook Obligation Policy 
MCPS does not charge a Technology Fee for students’ use of an MCPS issued Chromebook. The use of a school issued device —  
chromebook, charger, and case (available for free upon request) — during the school day or at home, is a privilege that comes with 
responsibilities. If a repair for a damaged device incurs a charge, a financial obligation will be issued. 

• Damaged or lost chromebooks should be reported to the students' advisory teacher. There will be chromebook repair days 
during advisory every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday in the media center.  

• Baker/MCPS reserves the right to charge full replacement cost if the device is intentionally damaged.  

• Any damage that occurs to a device while not in the case will be considered intentional. The first chromebook case is free 
upon request. Students can get a case by asking any of their team leaders or coming to the media center during 
chromebook repair days during advisory.  

• Any damage that is caused by another student should be reported to security.  

• Charges will not be issued for devices damaged by fire, flood, or natural disaster.  

• If a malfunction is determined to be the result of routine equipment usage, there will be no repair charge.   

Replacement Costs:  Chromebook — $307;  Charger — $28;  Case — $15  
School Cash Online is the preferred method of payment for Technology Replacements 

Attention Parents of 6th Grade Students — 
Important Outdoor Ed Information 
All Outdoor Ed permission slips and medical authorizations (as 
needed) are due by November 1, 2023. Payments of $97.00 
need to be submitted through School Cash Online (link is located 
on the Baker Middle School website) and are also due by 
November 1, 2023. No students will be turned away due to 
financial reasons. If you have questions or concerns about the 
financial obligation or anything related to the Outdoor Ed 
experience, please contact  
Mr. Haren   Joseph_A_Haren1@mcpsmd.org, 
Mr. Ajamian   Paul_T_Ajamian@mcpsmd.org, or  
Mrs. Buffum   Lindsey_C_Buffum@mcpsmd.org. 

We still need parent volunteers to chaperone. If you are 
interested in being chaperone, please email Mr. Ajamian for 
chaperone requirements. 

mailto:Joseph_A_Haren1@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Paul_T_Ajamian@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Lindsey_C_Buffum@mcpsmd.org
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Outreach and Admission Process Information Overview  
for Regional/Countywide High School Application Programs  
 
Summary  
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) offers a wide range of high school application 
programs for students entering Grades 9–12. These programs have a centralized admissions 
process, which begins with a common online application. The admission process opens in early 
October of 2023.  
 
Background  

• For students entering Grades 9–12 in 2024–2025, the regional/countywide high school 
application programs admission, and timelines are available at: 
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/high/.  

• NEW this year, students may apply to the MCPS Virtual Academy (MVA) during the same 
period.  

• MCPS has streamlined the Grade 8 high school application process by providing one 
common online application for all programs via Synergy. Grades 9–11 will apply 
electronically through a link provided on the website above.  

• Program eligibility for current Grade 8 students is based on the student’s address and 
middle school. List of Programs by Home/Base High School for Grade 8 Students.  

• For current Grade 9–11 students, it is based on the home address only. List of Programs for 
Grade 9–11 Students.  

• All MCPS parents/guardians of students in Grades 8, 9, and 11 received communication 
regarding the high school programs during the weeks of September 10 and 17, 2023, 
respectively. The parent/guardian/student flyer communication is located on the website.  

• The criteria-based application programs will continue with multiple academic measures 
and a committee review. The admission process will continue with student criteria such as 
the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP), report card grades, and student application.  

• The online application for the MVA will continue to be in ParentVUE. It is a separate 
application from the High School Common Application.  

• Students in private schools must have an MCPS ID to access both the high school common 
application and the MVA application on ParentVUE.  

 
Important Dates  

• October 6, 2023–Application for Regional/Countywide High School Application Programs 
(ParentVUE and Google) and MVA opens.  

• November 3, 2023–Application Deadline for all programs including the MVA.  

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/high/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EMSIiUPXlX4WzrKHGcfQId2JyF5_keN5-gc6IgwbBv0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ubyax0quGFNQJp7Cdo8Fp5r8QLkSfCCd418aZ7ILdsE/preview
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ubyax0quGFNQJp7Cdo8Fp5r8QLkSfCCd418aZ7ILdsE/preview
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SNX5tiYl31itVpQnXpqydbLilzG5px_ohsZtZufZ5mw/edit
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 This Video 

Bus cameras with MCPS 

NSBSW Poster Contest 

2022-2023 National School Bus Safety Week Poster Contest Winner 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PaN0cXZWYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PaN0cXZWYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8CMKOZDu6g
https://www.napt.org/postercontest
https://www.napt.org/files/WINNING%20POSTER_Final.pdf
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https://zerodeathsmd.gov/news/stop-on-red-knowing-when-to-stop-for-school-buses/
https://zerodeathsmd.gov/news/maryland-school-bus-laws-and-safety-tips/
https://news.maryland.gov/msp/2023/08/24/stop-for-school-buses-what-are-the-laws-in-maryland/
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