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3 Dr. Worthington’s Message 
Twitter:  DrLouise Worthington@BAKERprincipal 

  Looki ng Ahead 

September 15-October 15 
Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month 

Tuesday, September 19 — Activity Buses 
SGA Interest Meeting, Room 233, 
   Ms. Blankenship 

Wed., September 20 — Activity Buses 
Baker PTA Spirit Night at Hornet’s Nest  
   Grille, 11:30 a.m.–9:00 p.m. (see p 8) 
Family Life Night, 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, September 21 — Activity Buses 
K-Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 

Friday, September 22 
6th Grade Mini Outdoor Ed Day 
7th Grade Team Building Day 
8th Grade Career Day 
Early Release Day for Students —  
   Baker dismisses at 12:30 p.m. 

Monday, September 25 
No school for students and staff 

Tuesday, September 26 — Activity Buses 
Lifetouch Fall Picture Day 
Chess Club, Room 115, Mr. Ciccarello 
Cross Country vs. Clemente – Home 
Softball vs. Clemente –  
   Boys Away/Girls Home 
SGA Interest Meeting, Room 233, 
   Ms. Blankenship 

Wed., September 27 — Activity Buses 
MAP-M assessment in the morning 
NJHS Meeting, Media Center, Mr. Conner 
Outdoor Ed Parent Information Meeting, 
   6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, September 28 — Activity Buses 
MAP–R assessment in the morning 
K-Club, Room 210, Ms. Alvarado 

Friday, September 29 
Due date for submitting verification of  
   SSL hours earned during the summer 

October — Nationals Principal’s Month 

Thursday, October 5 
Interims available on StudentVUE/
ParentVUE and mailed home to non-
activated ParentVue households 

Friday, October 6 
Baker Band Night at DHS 

Required Vaccinations for 2023–2024 
The Annotated Code of Maryland (10.06.04.03) requires that all 
Maryland students who are new to Montgomery County Public 
Schools (MCPS) and those entering Grade 7, provide 
documentation of required vaccinations or a medical or religious 
exemption. This documentation is required within the first 20 
days of school. 

Important Dates 
• Monday, September 18, 2023: Students who have not 

provided documentation of the required vaccinations must be 
excluded from school until such documentation is provided. 

Additional Information 
• 2023-2024 Vaccination Requirements  
• Immunization Clinic Schedule for Families: September 

Please see Part 2 of the Summer Mailing for more details. 

SGA News 
Want to build or practice your leadership skills, plus earn SSL 
hours? Apply to become a part of this year’s student 
government association (SGA). In order to receive application 
materials and information, all candidates must attend a SGA 
interest meeting either on Tuesday, September 19 or Tuesday, 
September 26, in Ms. Blankenship’s room #233. 

Lifetouch Picture Day Is Coming! 
Photographers from Lifetouch will be at Baker Middle School on 
Tuesday, September 26, to take fall individual pictures. Students 
will be photographed through their PE or Health class. Paper 
order forms will be distributed to students during Advisory on 
Tuesday, September 19. Families are encourage to pre-order 
online at mylifetouch.com with their student’s ID or the Picture 
Day ID EVT9K74D9. If you order online, you may qualify to 
receive a free 8x11 photo book from Shutterfly. See page 3. 

Family Life Parent/Guardian Meeting 
Students are scheduled to take the comprehensive health 
education unit on Family Life and Human Sexuality (FLHS). 
Instruction in this unit is designed to help students develop a 
foundation for making responsible choices that reflect respect 
for the individual and for others in the family and community. 

If you would like more information about the comprehensive 
health education program, please join us on Wednesday, 
September 20, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. Instructional materials will 
be reviewed at this time. If you are unable to attend but want 
to review the materials, contact Patricia_T_Paredes@mcpsmd.org 
or call the school at 240-207-2440. 

All students will receive Family Life Instruction through their 
health class unless parents/guardians turn in a signed form 
stating that they do not want the student taking Family Life. 

https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Shared%20Documents/Min_Vacc_Req%2023_24%20_Final.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17Z4d3plRp_G0HscSQMMD6o6J0xVbii8L/view
mylifetouch.com
mailto:Patricia_T_Paredes@mcpsmd.org


JOHN T. BAKER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
25400 Oak Drive, Damascus, Maryland 20872       240-207-2440 

 
 Office of the Principal 

Montgomery County Public Schools MCPS 

 September 15, 2023 

 

 

 

Dear Student and Parent/Guardian: 

 

The Maryland General Assembly passed the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future (Blueprint) legislation 

in 2021. The legislation is designed to transform public education in the state into a world-class 

education system by increasing educational funding, enriching student experiences and accelerating 

student outcomes, as well as improving the quality of education for all children in Maryland. One 

component of this legislation relates to providing individualized career advising services to middle 

and high school students. With this in mind, I am excited to share that Montgomery County Public 

Schools (MCPS) will collaborate with WorkSource Montgomery (WSM) and Montgomery College 

(MC) to develop and implement an exciting new Montgomery County Career Advising Program 

(MoCoCAP) beginning this school year.  

 

MoCoCAP will assist us in transforming the way we support career success for our students. The 

vision for MoCoCAP is to provide career advising services that will enable students to vividly 

describe their own strengths, interests, and workplace values; identify how they are expanding their 

skills and knowledge; describe the various opportunities ahead of them; and describe their goals for 

their future as they develop life long career management skills. During the 2023-2024 school year 

MoCoCAP will support Grade 6 and Grade 9 students, and expand the roll out of MoCoCAP to all 

secondary students by the 2025-2026 school year. 

 

Full implementation of this innovative and transformative work and will take time to plan, deploy, 

study, and perfect. Input and feedback on this work will be critical in the coming months and years. 

To learn more about MoCoCAP and our partners in this work, visit the MoCoCAP website.  

 

If you have questions about this new initiative, please use the link below. This will support the 

development of an FAQ that will be posted to the MoCoCAP website to ensure all stakeholders are 

informed about this work as we continue to plan and implement. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 Louise J. Worthington, Ed.D 

 Principal 

 

LW:rzl 

https://worksourcemontgomery.com/
https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/
https://mococap.com/




























16 
Visit https://saturdayschool.org/ for further information and to register 

https://saturdayschool.org/
https://saturdayschool.org/
https://saturdayschool.org/


Visite https://saturdayschool.org/ para obtener más información y registrarse 

https://saturdayschool.org/



